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PREFACE. 


Tus TxanstatroR of this Work, laboring 
under a heavy preſſure of misfortune, and ſeeking 
to occupy a mind, devoted formerly to more im- 
portant avocations, having obſerved in the Euro- 
pean Magazine for 1790, a comment paſſed on the 
original in French, hy the Engliſh Reviewers of 


| that year, was induced to fill up the vacuum, 


which, a ſeperation from public employment cre- 
ated, by undertaking this tranſlation. 


A copy of that comment is given verbatim, 
with the view of preſenting to the reader, an im- 
mediate ſketch or picture of the active life and 


character of the celebrated Perſonage, whole hiſto- 
ry is detailed, and ho cloſed the ſcene of a brilli- 


ant career, at the advanced age of ninety-two years, 


in 


En 
in Auguſt, 1733; an era rendered memorable by 
the Revolution, which took place in France. 


Is it the reflecting mind will perceive a great 
change in the opirions of men, and a ſtriking con- 
traſt betwixt the manners that prevailed ere that 
important juncture, and thoſe which have ſince 
been adopted. It will ſee throughout the Duke's 
public functions, the moſt implicit devotion to the 
will of majeſty, founded on an enthuſiaſtic idea of 
the power of monarchs, and the unlimited obedi- 
ence due from the ſubject to the ſupreme power. 
The reader will remark a ſyſtematical abuſe in go- 
vernment ; Kings, a prey to floth and indolence, 
repoſing in the lap of luxury, and abandoning their 
authority to the profligacy of a corrupt junto, while 
theſe acknowledged the ſway of ſome favorite mis- 
treſs, who for the moment reigned, and to whoſe 
car was attached a train of ſervile courtiers, perpe · 
tuating and enforcing their maſter's deſpotiſm. 


OBSERVATIONS of this nature will ſerve to un- 
ravel the immenſe change which followed. The 
mind overawed by the terrors of Kingly Powery 
and perverted by a miſtaken religious ſenſe of that 
ſacredneſs, which enrobed their*Þerſons, could not, 


without being totally abſorbed in ſuch errors, long 


endure 


( mr ) 


endure to reflect on the miſeries, which this evl 
diffuſed. —The pens of Voltaire, Rouſſeau, LAb- 
be Raynal, Beaumarchais, Linguet, Condorcet, 
and De la Chalotais were uſcfully employed ; and 
the French, groaning under an unremitted tyranny, 
the political maxims of which muſt ſooner or later 
be de: eated, ſought a glorious emancipation ; the 
effect of which would have commanded the ap- 
plauſe of ſurrounding nations, had not a gloom 
been caſt over it's beauty by the barbarity with 
which it was conducted and eſtabliſhed. 


« THE Mareſchal de Richelieu, was born the 
13th of March, 1696. Notwithſtanding the great 


age to which he lived, he was, when an infant, of a 


weak and delicate conſtitution. He was yet a child 
when he firſt appeared at Court: Madame de Main- 
tenon uſually gave him the names of Poupee and 
Bijou, and Louis XIV. ſhewed him many kindneſſ- 
es. In 1711, he was married to Mademoiſelle de 
Noailles : but this did not prevent his playing many 
mad pranks : one of theſe, the object of which was 
the Dutcheſs of Burgundy, was of ſuch a nature, 
that his father requeſted the King to ſend him to 
the Baſtille, to which place he himſelf conducted 
him.” 


Tus 


(IV 3 


| «© Tux favour of Madame de Maintenon, 
4 however, ſoon procured him his liberty, and he was 


ſent to the army to Mareſchal de Villars, who ap- 
pointed him one of his Aides- de- camp. In this 


capacity he ſerved at the ſiege of Fribourg, where 
he was wounded. On the 15:hof March, 1 718, he 


was appointed Colonel of a regiment which bore his & 
name; and in the ſame year he reviſited the Baſtille, 
being ſuſpected by the Regent, of having taken a 
part in the conſpiracy of the Prince de Cellamare.“ 


* In December, 1720, the Duke de Riche- 
leu was elected a Member of the French Academy, N 
in the place of the Marquis Dangeau. IN 17221 
he was made Governor of Coignac; and in 17244 
appointed Ambaſiador to the Court of Vienna. 
Too amiable not to pleaſe the German ladies, and 
diſpleaſe tlieir huſbands, to the revenge of the latter gu 
we may aſcribe a circumſtance which led him to 
quit the Empire. The Duke gave an entertain- 
ment one night in a garden. This was repreſented 
to the credulous and pious Emperor Charles VI. as 
a very dangerous and wicked aſſembly, the intent of * 
which was to offer a ſacrifice to the moon, and 
enter into a compact with the devil. In theſe 
orgies, no doubt, the company ſacrificed to Bac. 


chus, . 


1 


chus, and perhaps to Venus; but the moon and the 
devil were probably little thought of. The Empe- 
ror, however, made a complaint, and the Duke 
thought proper to reſign his embaſſy. 


«© On the firſt of January, 1728, the Duke was 
created a Chevalier of the King's Orders. In 1733 
he made a campaign with his regiment, and aſſiſted 
zt the ſiege and taking of Fort Kehl. Having 
been a widower ever ſince the year 1716, Voltaire 
propoſed to him an union wich the Princeſs Eliza- 
beth Sophia, of Guiſe-Lorraine, and negotiated the 
marriage, Which took place at the begianing of the 
year 1734. Immediately after the nuptials were 
celebrated, the Duke rejoined the army, which was 
about to attack Philipſburg, On the 2oth of Sept. 
in the fame year, he was appointed a Brigadier: 
In 1735, be ſerved on the Rhine; and after peace 
was concluded, was made Camp Mareſchal, on the 
iſt of March, 1738. A few days after, he was 
given the Lieutenant-Generalſnip of the govern- 
ment of Languedoc, with the command of that 
Province.” | 


« Wax having again broken out in 1741, he 
ſerved in his proper rank, and in 1744, was ap- 
pointed Firſt Gentleman of the King's chamber. 


On 


(cm) 


Gn the 2d of May, he was made a Lieutenant 
General, and attended the King in Flanders, and 
on the Rhine, as his Aid-de-camp. In 1745, be 
attended the King in the Netherlands, and was 
preſent at the battle of Fontenoy. in December, 
1746, the Duke was ſent to Dreſden, with the title 
of Ambaſſador Extraor :dinary, to negotiate the 
marriage of the Dauphin wich the dauguter of Au- 
guſtus III. The following year he ſucceeded the 
Duke de Boufflers, at Genoa, which he held till 
the 3oth of April, 1742, when the preliminaries of 
peace were ſigned. On the 11th October, he was 
promoted to the rank of Mareſchal of France 2 


e Iv June, 3750, the Duke reſigned the 
goverument of Coi gnac, and in 1755, the Lieu- 
tenant Generalſl. ip and command of Languedoc. 
In return, the government and command of Guien- 
ne and Gaſcony were beſtowed on him. In 17 56, 
he was charged with the conquelt of Minorca ; and 
in 1757, he was appointed to fucceed in Germany, 
the Mareſchal d'Eftrces, who had juſt gained the 
dattle of Haſteimbeck. In January, 1748, he was 
replaced by the Count de Clermont, a Prince of 
etc bl 


« Hrs terminated the military career of the 
Mareſchal. His time he divided between Paris, 


ki 


4 


( vir ) 


his government of Guienne, and the Court. His 
ſecond wife having died in the year 1740, he mar- 
ried in 1780, the widow of M. de Rothe. She 


was of an ancient and noble family of Lorraine, of 


the name of Lavaux de Sommecourt. After 2 
long and active lite, he 3 the ſcene on the 8th 
of Auguſt, 1788.“ 


«© THE Mareſchal de Richelieu, long celebrat- 
ed for the agreeable qualities of his mind and per- 
ſon, his gallantry, and his talents as a Courtier, was 
Riled by Voltaire, the French Alcibiades. His ac- 
compliſhments and brilliant actions rank him 2. 


mongſt the celebrated men of the age. He could 


not be deemed a great General; but his cotempo- 
raries always conſidered him as well calculated to 
ſucceed in enterprizes that required courage, aftivi- 
ty, and reſolution. He was one of thoſe ardent 
minds, that over leap the greateſt obſtacles without 
ſtopping at, or even conſidering them.” 
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CHAP. I. 


F THE DURE'S BIRTH— MARRIAGE PRESENT ATION AT 
COURT —G ALL ANTRIES — IMPRISONMENT — AND THE 
EVENT OF HIS FIRST CAMPAIGN, UNDER THE TUL- 
TION OF THAT EXPERIENCED GENERAL, PILLAPS, 


Lwis Francis Armand du Pleſlis, Duze of 
Richelieu, was born the 13th of March, 1696. 
His Mather, of the ancient family of Aſſigné, 
:2 Britanny, laboring under a fevers cough, 
Urovght him into the world in the ſeventh month of 
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her pregaancy, and was the only one of his Father's 
wives by whom he had any children. His birth, 
though conſidered as a divine favour, yet, from 
weakneſs of conſtitution, gave no hope to his pa- 
rents, of enjoying the bleſſing long; nature how- 


ever prevailed, and by a happy criſis in her ſtruggles, 
ellected that change i in favour ot the perſon, whom 


ſhe deſtined to play'ſo conſiderable a part. 


In 1 699, he was baptized; and the King and 
Dutcheſs of Burgundy, through the influence of Ma- 


dam de Maintenon, ſtood his Sponſors. This Lady, 
when married to Scarron, acknowledged obligati- 
ons to the Duke's Father, and readily at this junc- 


ture of her fortune, undertook to be the patroneſs 
of his Son. 


Or his Education, little is known, His Father 


unable either to inſtruct, or ſuperintend it, left him 
to tlie care of a Tutor, addicted to play and wine, 
who ſoon initited his pupil in the fame vices; ard 
we have the Duke's confeſſion, that not till his firſt 
confinement in the Pattile, had the neceſſity of ſtu- 


dying made any impreſſion on his mind. 


His Mother dying, the Duke's Father married 
the rich Widow of the Marquis de Noailles, whoſe 
maiden name was Rouille, daughter of a Counſel- 

lor 


1 


lor of State. I his woman, of an avaricious diſpoſition 
and arrogating the rights of a Mother, curtailed the 
Duke in his exp=nces, to induce an alliance, between 
him, and anonly daughter of her firſt marriage. Infi- 
nitely gifted with the art of conciliating, the Duke ob- 
tained a large ſettlement of her fortune in his favor, 
notwithſtanding his marked neglect to herſelf and 


daughter. 


Hzx authority in the family was abſolute, and 
her principles of economy being eſtabliſhed on a 
ſolid foundation, acquired her the merit of retriev- 


ing the eſtate of many debts it was burthened with. 


Tug Duke was compelled into a marriage 
with her daughter before the age of conſummation, 
and on his wedding was preſented to Lewis the 
XIV. His introduction was flattering and attended 
with eclat. The King, inſpired with gratitude for 
the memory of his uncle, received him with the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed approbation ; and his god-mother 
the Dutcheſs of Burgundy, with equal favor. Ma- 
dam de Maintenon honoured him with the appel- 
lation of her pupil; and all the offices at court be- 


ing in the poſſeſſion of the Noailles's, they ſtrove 
who ſhould be moſt forward inthe applauſe of their 


B 3. young 


#1 


70ung relation, whoſe appearance, at that early age 
ind cated great riſing expectations. 


Ix the circle of women of which the | court 
was compoſed, he was ſoon initiated; and nature 
having been laviſh of her bounty, gave him a pre- 
eminence in early feats of manhood. 


Witn this paſſion for the ſex, was united 
that for play. He contracted heavy debts; and his fa- 
mily joined with Madam de Maintenon in remon- 
ſtrances that were ineſſe cual. They conſulted, ang 
the reſult was, that a looſe ſhould be given to the 


former by allowing of domcitic cobhabitation. In 
this, they were deceived. The Duke, forced into 
2 vow his heart diſdained, was reſolved to reſpect 
his wife, but to abſtain, for ever, from all ſenſual 


connection. 


Hts choice fixed on the Dutcheis of #**, Of 
this amour, theſe afteriſins are the only indication. 
But however ardent his paſſion, it met with no reſ- 


triction in others. His courſe was diffolute, and 
plunged him into every excels. 


Accusrougp to no obſtacle in his purſuits, 
he conceived the attention ſhewa him by the 
Dutcheſs of Burzandy, afforded a favourable iſſue 
to his views. Ol his love for that Princeſs, and the 


Dutcheſs 


$4 


Dutcheſs of“ , the manuſcript leſt behind him, 
gives an ample detail. 


In the mean while, the effects of calumny 
operating, his family dreaded the report, injurious 
tothe Dutcheſs's reputation, would reach the King's 
ears; and with their faithful confident Madam de 
Maintenon, cauſed a deciſion, to apply to the Mo- 
narch to puniſh, as a father, the young Duke's folly 
and preſumption. 


Manam de Maintenon's Propoſal was flatte- 
ring to the Father and Mother. The former 
envious of the pleaſures the Son enjoyed, and in 
which he no longer could participate, of a timid 
character, embarraſſed in his circumſtances, and 


apprehending a diminution of the Monarch's good 
graces, ſoon gave his concurrence; and the latter was 


incited, through gratification of reſentment for the 


Duke's obſtinacy of conduct to her Daughter. 


Ix the mid? of this dilipation, beloved by the 
Dutcheſs of“, notwithſtanding his infidelity with 
others by whom he was adored, the young Duke, 


not ſuſpecting the ſtorm preparing for him, was ſud. 


denly by an order of Court, eaſily obtained, tranſ- 
ferred to the Baſtille, 
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LS. 1 
Tax year 1711, was the ficit of his imp'iſon- 
ment in this celebrated fortreſs; and however he felt 
for his {eperation from thoſe to whom he was fo 


warmly attached, he in the end taught himſelf the 
virtue, which is diftated by neceſſity. 


Bur in the commencement, treated as a fate 
crimival, forbidden all communication, with the li- 
berty of walking on the terrace, he give h.mielf * 
to deſnair; from which, he w. relieved by the gud 
counſcis of the Abbẽ St. Remy, who voluntarily ar- 
tiking of his confinement, ialpired him with a defire 
of applica:ion, and enabled him togo through a tra iſ- 
Liacion of Virgil, and other ſtudies, which the Duke 


found of great benefit in the futurs parts of his life. 
1 


So quick a tranſition from the pleaſures of a 
Court, to ihe dullneſs and rigor cf a priſon cauſed 
an alceration in his health. The ſmall Pox attacked 
him, and with it a Fever that tlireatened his exiſ- 
tence. But youth, and able advice ſoon delivered 


him of the danger. 


On his recovery, the deſign of the Mother in 
procuring his confinerazat was attempte i, to be put 
in execution without ſuc ceſs.— The Duke received 
his Wiic with attention and reſpect; hut however 
inflamed through a long privation, and excited by 
pertuas! charms, and cvery all irement that a jult 
| hope, 


1 


hope. in a wife, could create, he was invincible; 
an.! conducting her to the door, with thoſe marks 
of undeviating regard, d:ſ\miſſed her, with the ſhame 
ard grief, of having ſuffered herſelf to be perſuaded 
by her parents into a ſtep, ſhe felt cauſe to regret. 


War judgement could be formed of ſuch an 
act of reſtraint impoſed on his paſſions, by a young 
man of ſixteen. Bent to a rigid adherence of his 
original determination, it was in vain longer to hope 
to ſubjugate a ſpirit, proof to ſuch temptation. 
An order therefore for his releaſe was given, accom- 
panied by directions to repair to te army, where 
his firſt eſſay in arms, was in a participation in the 
battle of Denain, gained by Villars; a victory juſt- 
ly confidered, as the ſalvation of his country. 


IT was time that ſuch an event ſhould occur 
to diſ2el the melancholy that reigned in the nation, 
the conſequence of a long diſaſtrous à ar, and of the 
premature fate that had attended the Royal Family, 
in the death of the Dauphin and Dauphineſs, with 
their ſon the Duke of Britanny, leaving in the per- 
ſon of a child, afterwards Lewis the XV. the only 
hope of lineal ſucceſſion to the Throne. Of the 
Dauphin's reign, the greateſt expectations had been 
farmed. That Prince had early expreſſed his diſap- 

probation 


* 

probation of the ſtate of the government, and in the 
face of a Monarch ſo deſpotic, had not heſitated to 
avow thoſe noble ſentiments, © tEat a king was a king. 
for his ſubjects, and not thoſe ſubjects formed for 
a baſe and implicit ſubſerviency to a monarch's 
will.” So new a doctrine to a nation, ſo com- 
pletely enſlaved ſince by Richelieu, and void of every 
principle of action, however ſenſible of the pri- 
viledges their anceſtors had to that period tranſ- 
mitted unimpaired, could not fail of rendering the 
Prince the idol of che people. He was every 
where adored, and promiſed a golden reign, by the 


example he {et in his own perſon, and the freedom 
of his declarations. 


PROvI DENN fruſtrated the realization of 
ſuch great hopes. France was yet to groan under 
it's iron ſcepter; and had no proſpect of deliverance, 
from the miſerable exiſting tyranny, but in efforts 
tliat a nation, funk nito the moſt abject deſpotiſm 
were incapable of then exerting. 


Taz news of the battle gained by Villars, 
diffuſed a ray of hope. The Duke diſtinguiſhed by 
his perſonal valor, attached himſelf to a profeſſion, 
he felt an inclination to ſucced in, Cholen by the 
general to attend on him in perſon, he had the 


benefit of his leſſous, and carly inculcated that 
cautioh, 


2 


:aution, fo conſpicuous in Villars, which almct& 
conſtantly had enfured his ſucceſs. In the Duke's 
attention to his department, he ſeemed to haves 
forgotten Paris and the Court, though he maintain- 
ed ſecretly a lively correſpondence with his favorite, 


he Dutcheſs of 


Tus ſieges of Marchiennes, Douay, and 
Queſaci, followed the victory of Denain. They 
ſuccinciiy fell; and the Duke, although wounded 
itt the head, by che ſplinter of a ſhell at Fribourg, 
was ſelected by the conqueror to carry the news of 
theſe acquiſitions to the monarch. Arrivedat Court, 
the preſence of the King, whom our young hero 
had not ſeen ſince his enlargement from the Bai- 
tile, impreſſeq him wich umidity; but collecting 
himſelf, he proceeded in giving to the King a detail 
of the ſequel of the operations, in ſo neat and well ar- 
ranged a manner, as to cauſe that diſcerning mo- 


aarch to predict his military renown. 


RzTurxNeED to the center of his pleaſures, he 
flew to the Dutcheſs of ***, but finding her in- 
exorable to other connection than platonic ſenti- 
ment, he haſtened in accomodating himſelf; and 

2 


[ 10 ] 


in this inſtance, chance directed his ſteps to an 
Upholſterer's Wife, with whom, through reſiſtance, 
partly cauſed by a profound ſenſe of religion, he 
actually fell in love; and drove to that deſpair of 
occaſioning her death, when to gratification, as in 
moſt of his amours, quickly followed abandonment. 


H1s vanity was puſhed to that exceſs, as to uſe 
no diſcretion in celebrating thoſe by whom he had 
been favored. Very few indeed exiſted that were no 
known; and to excite che envy of his aſſociates, leſs 
fortunate in gallant reputation than himſelf, he 
often cauſed his carriage, and ſervants pompouſ- 
ly to parade in thoſe ſtreets, where his intrigues were 
ſuſpected; and that, when nature was ferving her 
exhauſted favorite, in reſtoring him by repoſe. Lo 
this conſtant and unceaſing appearance of gallantry, 
many young men, his inturates, fell, in their career, 
the miſtaken victims. 


CHAP, H. 


CHAP. II. 


— 


Or HIS FATHPR's DEATH FA ORTE OF THE DUTCHFSS OP 
„ THE PRINCESS OF * BECOMES IN LCFE WITH 


HIM—A4TTEMPTSTO SURMOUNT HER 'NCLINATIUN—TEA- 
LOU s OF THE PRIN*E—DUEL—THE PRIN"ESS DIES 
THROUGH REGRET OF HER JVWE AKNESS ACCELERATING WIER 


DEATH BY POISON,-THE DUKE SURPRIZES HS WIFE, 
IN A TETE A TETE, WITH A GENTLEMAN YH Hob. 
HOLD——NOTICE HE TOOK OF IT=DEATH OF THE SAID 
DUTCHESS. 


Ix the midſt of his pleaſures, the Duke had to 
mourn the loſs of his Father, whoſe death on the 
10th of May, 1715, left him in the full enjoyment 


of his liberty. They had for ſometime been at vari- 
ance, a loſs of the ſon's at play of one thouſand 


Louis's, had augmented the Father's diſpleaſure, and 
rendered him more intent on curtailing the Duke's 
exigencies. The Father, we have already obſerved, was 
fond and delighted in his Son, in his youth. 
Yetgrown up, he cenſured his reſorting to the compa- 


B 2. ny 
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ny of thoſe ofhisage in preference to his owa. Or the 
other hand the ſon felt irritated againſt his Father for 


checking his means; and aſcribing to him his con- 
finement, their ſeparation in what regarded each 


other, was a happy circumſtance. 


He found his Father's affairs ſo embarraſſed, 
that he was obliged to relinquiſh every part of the 
inheritance, excepting the cates entailed by his 
anceſtor the Cardinal. Theſe devolved to him diſ- 
encumbered; they conſiſted of the ducal lands of 


Richelieu, Fronfac, and other ſignorial poſſeſſions 
of Ferte Barnard, Coſſe, Lenac, &c. And out of 


. the revenue of theſe, when he found the perſonal 
property inſufficient, much to his honor, he liqui- 
dated totally the Gcbts incurred by his Father. In 
the Duke's o; inion, a man of his rank owed ſome- 
thing to the memory of a father, ard nov ithſtanding 
luis love of money and the example of many, he conſi- 
dered it diſnonorable eo evoil himſelf of what the 
law authorized, to the prejndice of merchants, 
tradeſinen, and old ſervants, to whom, by will, 
his parent had been bountiful, 


THE Fatlier of the deceaſed had ſrcceeded 
to 2 very conſiderable inheritance. The firſt Duke 
r Nick. lieu, whoſe heir he was, ha Jad rcalized the 


greateſt 


3-1 


great eſt portion of the immenſe funds left by the 
Cardinal his uncle. His profuſion ſoon diſſipated 
them, and even obliged him to fell any lands 
not comp chended in the entail of his fon. Our Duke's 
father had been equally irregular in his conduct. 
In 1643, in his Father's life time, he had been 
veſted witch the poſt of General of the Galleys, and 
to the prej nice of his deſcendants, with the lands 
he ſold, he diſpoſ-d of this truſt to the Marquis 
of Crequi, fnce Marechal of France, The Cardi- 
nal's foreſight was fortunate for the young Duke; 
otherwile, by the extravagance of the intervening 
Dukes, ke would bave been feized with an income 
very inadeguate to the ſplendor of his rank and title. 
—His Father's prodigality was diſperſed amongſt 
theſex, and theſe of ſo low a condition, that no honor 
accrued to him. His «ſtates were veſted in truſt, 
and himtelf reduced to living in the country, in his 
magniaccnt caſtle of Richelieu, upon a narrow 
fublitence allowed him. Upon Madam de Main- 
tenon's coming into favor, he returned to Paris, 
where contracting freſh incumbrances, he had re- 
courſe, and ſucceeded through her influence, in ob- 


taining pecuniary aid from the Monarch. 


Tur 
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THe public were at a loſs to aſcertain the mo- 
tive that could induce the King to confer on him 
ſuch marks of favor, having deſerved no attention 


for his military exploits. It was a doubt, if h« had 
even ſignaliaed himſelf in the rank of Colonel, in 
any campaign of the many that occurred during 
that monarch's reign. He poſſeſſed no indivi- 
dual merit; yet before the height of favor of Ma- 
cam de Maintenon, he was ſingularly favored by 
his Majeſty, and received into his orders. The 
natural inference is, that the King conſidered more 


the name he bore, than the intrinſic worth and abil:- 
ty of the man, and rewarded in him the ſervices ren- 


dered by his great uncle the Cardinal. 


Tur young Duke, ſenſible that his father 
had failed in tranſmitting the glory of the name 
he bore unfaded to poſterity, was refolved by ſome 
brilliant action that it thould renovate in him. Ac- 
cordingly, he is found in the field of action the fore- 
moſt in danger, equaily hazardous and daring in 
ſingle combat, and braving the greateſt riſque to 
his perſon with the iame caſe and intrepidity as 
would attend his purſuit in the conqueit of a pret- 


ty woman. He conſtantly expoſed a life fraught 


with every charm, and never deemed the bleſſings 
1 


4 


1 


of bealth and fortune, ſo eminent in him, as any 
conſideration, to reſtrain his ardor and deſire of 


renown. 


Soon fatigued with the minutiæ of his in- 
heritance, he quitted that inſpection to devote his 


time to that paſſion, which wich him exerciſed ſo 
unbounded a ſway. 


In the attention he paid to the Princeſs of 
%, he ſoon regained the time he had pronounced 


miſpent. To this Lady, for the moment, he appear- 


ed to give a preference. The Dutcheſs of , like- 
wiſe received his homage, and in the notes of his 
life, he aſſumes merit to himſelf, that at this period 
a reform in his conduct had taken place; owing to 
two miſtreſſes only occupying his thoughts. It was a 
maxim with him not to purſue at one time one ob- 
ject alone; others alſo engaged him, and thus he 
awaited patiemly the moment of ſubduing that he 
principally had in view, | 


Taz deſcription he has given of the Princeſs 
of *, repreſents her as a perfect beauty, married 
to a man capricious and whimſical, ſhe had to en- 
dure at firſt, the puniſhment of the vow he had 
made to his miſtreſs, of eſtranging himſelf from his 
wife, Her charms and fondneſs for him, however, 

prevailed 
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prevailed. In two months, he ceded thoſe rights 
acquired; but ſoon ſatiated with domeſtic felicity, 
the miſtreſs reſumed her aſcendancy, It was in 
vain, every art practiſed, could not reclaim the 
wanderer. Two years elapſed, and no one ſuſpec- 
ted the want of harmony, In appearance, no huſ- 
band conducted himſelf better; at her door, every 
morning to enquire of her health, and in publick, 
often minifeſting ſigus of the moſt paſſionate affec- 
mon, It was impoſſible ſuch tyranny could lait 
long. Ina young woman ot twenty years, ſucu 
inſcnnbility could not exiſt, and it was time for her 
to alienate chat heart, from one regardleſs of its 
value, 


Tue Duke was introduced to her at the Dut-. 
chefs of * *, Beauty in diſtreſs was a ſpur t 
excite in him the hope of conquelt ; he found the 
Princels in che moment that nature in a youthful 
min exerts her influence, ſhe had a heart to beſtovr, 
no one to participate of it, and a dreadful vacuum 
aſſailed her. Richlieu preſcated himſelf with that 
reſpect, obſeq iouſneſs, and power to ſeduce, that 
ſoon drew a compariſon between him and the 
Prince: the preference eaſiy may be judged. E. vc - 
ry gloont was {oon dilpelied, and leaving no oppor. 


uM 


1 


tunity unſought, he diſcerned the impreſſion, and 
triumphed before even the Princeſs could accule 


herſeif of the complete revolution in her mind. 


Few could ſo long have reſiſted ſuch unceaſing 
licitation. In vain did the Princeſs attempt to 
wean nerſ f from the inclination that daily ſhe felt 
mort po vert, by entreating of her huſband to de- 
dicate ſome time to the country; and when this did 
Bc avail, by Cc5iſting from viſitiag at her frien the 
Dutcheſs's. The father, Sno: ant ot the motive, 
per ſuades her return, plunges | her into the danger fic 
wiſhed to avoid; ſhe yields, and yielding, comforts 


herſelf, it is the effect of deſtiny. 


Rrcneriev relates, with great pleaſantry, thus 
adventure, in which vanity more than inclination 
reigned; the more ardar the Princeſs betrayed, the 
more indifference he ſhewed; and her ſelf, amongſt 
the reſt, ſoon found, ſhe had fallen a victim to his falſe 
Proteſtations, by the effect of that caprice which 
governs nature. The Prince ſoon after ſeparated 
fron his miſtreſs, and flew with rapture to his wife, 
With aſtomſhment ſhe received him, but conſider- 
ing it only as a momentary tranſition, did not notice 
K, till his aſſiduities becoming conllant, he could 


no 


D. 
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no longer diſplay to him that heart he had fondly 
imagined he continued in the compiete poſſeſũon 
of. She then reflected on the criminali'y of her 
conduct; for to the lover was granted in full, what 
before had excluſively been the huſband's, 


Tus Prince ſurprized in meeting with a diſ- 
poſition ſo altered, aſcribed the change to a natural 
reſentment of his paſt conduct; and fatisfied, that 
women either angry or piqued, from neglect expe- 
rienced, are yet to be regained, he ſpared no 
means to ſoſten her into forgetfulneſs. Deſpairing 
however perſonally to effect it, he tried the media- 
tion of friends, and addreſſed his entreaties even tu 
Richelieu. Failing in evexy endeavor, jealouſy al- 
ſumed her empire. He watched his wife, and his 
vigilance ſoon diſcovered that he had a rival in her af- 
fectiuns. This was the Duke. A furious encoun- 
ter enſued; both were wounded; and the Princeſs 
through regret, ſhortly after, poiſoned herſelf. 


Hz felt not much affected by theſe events, 
however fatal; neither did they operate as any future 
reſtraint, The enjoyment of the moment was 
what he ſacrificed to, and in the company of the 
Dutchets of ***, always tender and attached to him, 
he met, for ſome months, ſuck conſolation as effaced 


very idea of the paſt. 


AT 


1 

Ar this period of his life, Mademoiſelle de 
Noailles, his nominal wife, died. He efteemed 
her for the goodneſs of her diſpoſition ; ſhe was 
kind, tranquil, and chearful ; and never interrupted 
or oppoſed the Duke in any of his inclinations, 
After perſevering for two years in a hope of ſubdu- 
ing his reſolution, ſhe became more reſerved, cruſt» 
ing in an apparent indifference to effect what at- 
tachment could not. But the Doke was not to be 
judged by the common ſtandard of mankind; all 
women whole pretenſions entitled chem ta adoration, 
received his homage, his wife alone excepted ; the 
vow he had made, neither moral tie or influence 
could infringe; he had preſcribed it as a law to 
himſelf, and it was irrevocable. Madame de Ri- 
chelieu at length felt humiliated in the want of 
ſucceſs in the endeavor practiſed ; ſhe ſought for 
ſome other object more worthy of her regard. 
Youth and nature combined to convince her of 
the neceſſity of ſuch relief, and chance luckily di- 


rected it to a perſon by ſtation under her immediate 
command, 


Tur Duke had for his maſter of the horſe, 2 
young man, handſome, amiable ; and tho” not poſ- 
teſhiong the ſeducing qualifications of his maſter, yet 
of a figure portending every diſpoſition to loves 

D 2. Senſible 
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gratifr. The Duke, intent on his own av ocations, 
and ſa;i-Hed chat theDucchels's end2avours to recluim 
kim had ceaſed did not notice the conneftion formed. 
In the ſocieties he mixed, he frequently profelſed 
his aſtoniſhment, that under ſd {:vere a domeſtic 
penance, Madame de Richeheu could preſerve her 
conjugal vow, He jocoſely ſolicited of his friends to 
conſole her, yet felt an innate pride, that a woman 
who bore his name, maintained a ſpotleſs reputation, 
The illuſion ſoon vaniſ cd. 


Oxe of his confidants, proud of his maſter's 
favor, and ever well received f.om the intelligence 
afforded, diſcovered to him, that he erigycl the 
pleaſure gratiz, which he boaſtingly taid, he wonld 
give one hundred Lows to know, in reality, The 
Duke preffing for an explanation, was informe ] of 
every particular regarding the intrigue tlat prevail. 
ed; and the confidant, to comfort him the more, 
added, he was not certain, whether Meſſrs. de 
Formagon, Buſly, and Rohan, had not preceded 


his maſter of the horſe, 


Tu Duke forced a laugh, confelizd no- 


thing was more natural, though chagtined at the 
ſelection made. In this alone he felt hum- 
bled. A man deſtined to ſuperintend horſes and 


grooms, 
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grooms, to be the ſubſtitute of one of his rank, 
was mortifying. Had the whole Court engaged 
her attention ic would in his opinion have been pre- 
ferable.—He could form no idea of a woman of 
quality deſcending to ſuch a choice! Nevertheleſs 
regarding the matter of itſelf as of no ſignification 
whatever, he announced to the circle of his friends 
pleaſantly the circumſtance, and every where dub- 
bed the favorite by the appellation ot the huſ- 
band to his wife; and after her death, thankins 
him for his attention, he wittily obſerved, it was 
incumbent on him to pay his ſalary double, even 
to penſion him, who had been his reprelentative. 


Ox E day, returning home fooner than was his 
cuſtom, and what was more extraordinary in him, 
going to his wife's apartment to communicate with 
her on the ſubject of a law-ſuit, he found no 
one to intimate his approach. It was in the ſum- 
mer, about ſix in the evening: the weather was 
hot and moſt of the Dutcheſs's ſervants were aſ- 
ſembled in the Court yard, enjoying the freſhneſs of 
the air. Aſtoniſhed at no one beingthere to announce 
him, he paiſed through the bed chamber, and open. 
ing gently the door of the Dutcheſ,'s cloſer, he eſ- 
pied the Maſter of th2 Horſe with her, in the en- 
joyment of a cloſe converſation, Not perſuming to 

diſturb 
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diſturb them, he pulled the door to him without 
noiſe, went into the antichamber, and there loudly 


ſummoning the ſervants to attend, gave full time, by 
the clamor of his voice in upbraiding their neglect 
to arrange for his reception; he then preſented 
himſclf; the Dutcheſs ficting on a canopy, the 
Maſter of the Horſe ſtanding near the window. 
* Madam.“ ſaid the Duke, “your people are un- 
tc worthy of ſuch ſervice; they deſerve to be cor- 
te rected ; not one in attendance to give notice of 
& my viſit ; conſider how much, by ſuch conduct, 
cc you may be incommoded. It is poſſible you 
* may be obtruded upon in a moment of which 
* you are not the perfect miſtreſs; as a friend, 


LAY 


8 


I therefore adviſe your puniſhing ſuch negli- 
«© pence.” 


Tax Maſter of the Horſe offered to retire, 
which the Duke's politeneſs prevented, affuring 
him, that from his domeſticated footing, his pre- 
{ence could never he conſidered in any degree as 
a reſtraint, He imparted to the Dutcheſs, whoſe 
embarraſſment was apparent, what he had come 
upon, relative to the law-ſuit ; and taking leave, en- 
joined the Maſter of the Horſe to be very exact and 
attentive in obeying the Durcheſs's commands, 


adding an obſervation, on“ her fondneſs for ſolitude,” 


and 
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and hoping therefore he would as conſtantly par. 
ticipate it, as his ſociety might not be attended 


with inconvenience to her wiſhes, 


Tur parties were ſenſible they had not eſcap- 


ed the Duke's penetration, and reſolved to be 
more circumſpect ; convinced, however, they were 


at perfect liberty from the Duke's handſome mode 
of acting towards them, they continued to fee 
cach other with caſe, until the death of the Dutch- 
eſs diſſolved the connection. The loſs ferioufly 
afflicted the fvrvivor. 


Ir was this ſame perſon, who in 1732, having 
mixed, in 2 circle of noblemen, at Verſailles, that 
were complimenting the Duke on his approaching 
Nuptials with Mademoiſclle de Guiſe, thought it 
behooved him to join in congratulation to his for- 
mer Maſter; but met with a rebuff on the occaſion. 
The Duke, deeply ſmitten, and conſidering this 
alliance in a light more important than his other 
Marriage, {martly obſerved, what Sir! you are 
one of the readieit to conipliment me? 1 admit 
it Sir, but ever I defire at a diſtance. * 


Is the purſuit of his pleaſures, as no imne- 
diment had exiſted in the life of Madame de Rich- 
lieu, fo the event of her death cauſcd no interrup- 
tion 


1 


ton in them, he had attached himſelf to the 
Dutcheſs of Berri, of whoſe diſſipation the world 
are not ignorant; both inconſtant, and panting 
for variety, they quitted and met again when ſuitabl® 
to each others inclinatioas, The Dutcheſs how- 
ever felt remorſe that Richelieu ſhould excel her 
in that vicious career, to which ſhe had so completely 
addicted hericlf. She viewed with anger, his atta- 
chment to Mademoiſelle de Valois, and Lad "mo 
{elle de Charolois, and for sometime became his en- 
emy; but after ſhe had abandoned herſelf entirely to 
the Count de Rioms, ſhe forgot every reaſon ſhe 
had to upbraid Richlieu, and admitted him fa- 


miliarly, to partake of the pleaſures, or rather the 
orgies that prevailed in her Society. 


LE wis the XIV. had paid the debt to na- 


ture; and the people, delivered from the oppreſſi- 
on of his Tyrannic Reign, regarded, in whatever 
might be the aſpect of the future, a favourable 
change. No king ever exerciſed a ſway more deſ- 
potic. In the light he viewed his ſubjects, he only 
conſidered them as so many beings devoted to his 
will. Their revenge was manifeſt at his death; 
they loudly rejoiced, and inſulted the funeral and 
body of that Soverei gn, who had preſcribed laws to 


Nations. The Duke was indignant; his principles re- 
E. volted 
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volted at ſuch marked indecency ;' he had accuſto- 
med himſelf to look on Lewis the XIV. as the 
greateſt Monarch of France. The Kings warlike at- 
chievements alone attracted his admiration; and, in 
the mind of a young warnor, ambitious only for 

military fame, it is no wonder that the imperfec- 
ions of this Reign ſhould pals unnoticed. Our o- 
pinion however so widely differing from his, we 
have permitted ourſelves ſome remarks, on a Reign 


and on a Monarch, as much exalted by ſome, as 
debaſed by others, 


CHAP, III. 
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CHAP. III. 


DEATH OF LEWTS THE XIV. DIGRESSION, UPON HIS REIN, 
MADAM DE MAINTENON, AND THE MAN OF THE IRON 
MASK, 


Taz world are agreed that from the profuſion of a 
King reſults ſerious general evil. If he acquires the 
praises of thoſe courtiers who benefit by his prodiga- 
lity, of the artiſts he employs, and of penſioned wri- 
ters who proſtitute their pens in his applauſe, it falls 

hard on the people, in whoſe voice of plaint poſ- 
terity unite, Thouſands of unhappy beings, borne 
down by the weight of Taxation, lament grievoul- 
ly the effects of that luxury which furrounds him. A 
Monarch diſpoſed to exceed the Revenues of his 
kingdom, relies on the exerciſe of arbitrary Pow- 
er, to force upon Emergency either real or ſuppoſ- 
ed, extraordinary reſources, and theſe from an 
E 2: exhauſted 
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exhw7-d ſoil, where the labourer has already yield- 


ed ug iruits that he alone ought to enjoy. Lew. 
is the XIV. facrificed every thing to ambition and 
vain glory. It would be an outrage to nature to 
rank ſuch a Monarch in the number of good Prin- 
CES, 


Tus commencement of his Reign may be 
dated from the time that he ceaſed to be under the 
Tutelage of Mazarine; and that period it cannot be 
denied was covered with honor. From the ſucceſs 
ofhis Wars, and the acquiſitions gained to his king- 
dom, the crime aſcribed to him of an inordinate de- 


fire to extend his dominions may be ſomewhat palli- 
ated. The finances, regulated by Colbert, were in the 


beſt ſtate ; abundance reigned in the kingdom ; and 
the king, feared by his neighbors and beloved by his 
ſubje&s, reaped the greateſt tribute of praiſe that a 
monarch could hope for. 


PernaPs it might have been better for the 
Nation, had he not been ſo ſuccelsful in his firſt 


operations, This, with the vile adulation that prevail- 
ed, ſo congenial to his vanity, prevented the uſe of 
his reaſon in forming a better idea of what true 
glory conſiſts in. A few checks in the outſet might 
have led to ſuch reflections; but conqueſts alone 


occupied 


1 


occupied his attention; and the people, equally 
intoxicated, deemed the commencement of every 
campaign as the forerunner of the moſt brilliant 
advantages. 


Hap Lewis the XIV. known where to ſtop, 
and after the Peace of Aix la Chapelle, directed 


his thoughts to render his kingdom flouriſhing, 
by the expanſion of commerce, the protection of 
the arts, and extenſion of agriculture, he would 
have ſaved himſelf that perſonal remorſe cauſed by 
future diſaſtrous wars, in which his own fame was 
involved with the ruin of his dominions. But his 
imperious diſpoſition required every potentate to 
bend to his ſupremacy, and thus his reign proved 
to be the miſery of France, 


His Miniſter Louvois, as eſtranged from the 
natural ſenſibility of mankind, as his Maſter was a 


ſlave to vanity, plunged the kingdom in to unneceſ- 
fary wars, solely to divert the Monarch from 


entering into the nunutie of his adminiſtration.— 
This man, of odious Memory, however endowed 
with ſome good qualities and great talents, ſhewed 
a jealouſy of thoſe commanders who were not inde- 
bted to him for their ad vancement; and probably was 
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ſingular in rejoicing at the public calamity, in the 
death ot Turenne. 5 


Tux attainment of his Views was the ſole ſtar 
that directed his conduct; and in the accompliſh- 
ment of what he projected, for the maintenance of 


his Power, a deluge of blood was ſpilt without re- 
morſe. 


Mex of rank, attached to the Court, emulous 
of diſtinguiſhed employment, ſecretly favoured his 
views, and contributed to the burthen of the Peo- 
ple. Victories indeed ſucceeded; but they were ob- 
tained at too dear a rate. The public ſaw at laſt into 
the drift of theſe annual encreaſed impoſitions. A 
momentary interval of Peace ſucceeded the treaty 
of Nimeguen. Soon, too ſoon, the fuel again blazed. 
Straſbourg was taken, Algiers bombarded ; and the 
war, rendered in itſelf already ſo burthenſome by 
troops ſpread in all parts, became ſtill more afflict- 
ing to the People, from the expences incurred by 
that ridiculous pomp of military attire and uſeleſs 
parade, which accompanied the arnues. 


Unpzz Lewis the XIII. the ſtrongeſt armics of 
effecives, numbered not more than 30 or 40, ooo 
men. The oſtentation of Lewis the XIV. 


aiming to impreſs Europe with the greatneſs 
of 


1 


of his Military power, he cauſed his generals to 
take the field with armies of one hundred thouſand 
men; and theſe he ordered to be ſupplied with a 
double Rata of the proviſions requiſite. He oblig- 
ed Nations at war with him to adopt the fame ſyſ- 


tem ; and hence war became as ruinous to ſtates as 4 f 
it was deſtructive to individuals of the human ſpecies. 9 
Ar 2 moment, when his ſtate ſo much re- ſi 
quired the bleſſings of peace, he engaged the Na- \ f 
tion in a war to recover the Throne of James the va 
II. to whom he had afforded an Aſylum and Main- ra 
tenance. Driven from his Kingdom more by the * 
voice of the people, chan any deſire to grant the 1 
Crown, by a preference, to his Son in Law, the by” 
Prince of Orange, James coſt France ineffectual [ a 
millions in the attempt of recovering an imaginary 5 1 
Tight; and the laurels gained by the French at Stein- | | 
kirk and Neirwinden, did not compenſate for the = | } 
blood of her ſubjects, devoted to ſuch infatuation. _ 
The depoſed Monarch, defeated in Ireland, loſt 13 
every hope, and returned to his refuge of St. Ger- = 
main, where he died. i J 
Mrszzy pervaded every province, and the re- | 1 
joicings ordered were fatal emblems of the glory and = k 


renown, acquired by the warriors of thoſe days, NM. - 
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the Crequis, the Catinats, Boufflers and Luxem- 


bourgs. 


Tux Peace of Ryſwick to which his aſſent 
was forced, as a vanquiſhed enemy receives terms 
dictated by its Conqueror, ought to have enſured 
his attempts againſt future hoſtility, even if economy 
in the department of finance, and a Peace eſtabliſn- 
ment for years, had not been the only apparent means 
of retrieving the exhauſted ſtate of his affairs. His 
faults might have been forgiven, if to the former 
ardor for war, a ſincere inclination had then been 
manifeſted towards Peace. But it was not in tne 
Monarch's Nature. Born with an irreſiſtible deſire of 
dominion, he thought he could domineer over Eu- 
rope, and ſubjugate her to his will, an idea, which the 
ſervility of his couttiers failed not to promote. Inſtead 
of allow ing that reſpite fo indiſpenſable to his ſub- 
jects, he indulged that Mania, which might have 
been ſuppoſed extinguiſhed ; plunged his country 
into greater diſcord and confuſion; and, not content 
with cheriſhing the former abſurd and vain hope, 
he aſſumed the power of directing conſciences, and 


of enforcing by terror one belief. The conſequence 
was, the revocation of che edict of Nantes which 


nis baſe hand fealed;—an act that would have caſt 


the 


1 3 
the moſt indelible ſtain on any Monarch, in the 
happieſt of reigns. 


In the midſt of this barbarity, exerciſed with- 
om compunction, whether by dragooning his ſub- 
jects by terror of execution, and on thouſands actu- 
ally practiſed, into his perſnaſion ; or compelling 


them to abſcond, and abandon their eſtates and fa- 


milies to the tyrant's mercy, the death of Char- 
les the II. of Spain, cauſed a momentary ſuſpenſe. 
That Monarch named the Duke of Anjou, the 
King's grandfon, to ſucceed to his Crown. Lewis, 
flattered with the hope of enabling his grandion to 
take poſſeſſion of ſuch dignities, ſcrupled not, not- 


withſtanding the diſaſtrous ſtate of his Kingdom, to 


engage again ia war; and the Duke of Anjou be- 
came King of Spain. 


Bur is it poſſible to recall to our memory, 
wichout indignation, what it coſt France to place 
and maintain him in the poſſeſſion ot that Kingdom? 
The Prince of Orange, (choſen King of England) 
unceaſing in his inveterate hatred to Lewis the 
XIV. united Holland and England to act in favor 
of the Emperor. The French Monarch, proud of 
trifling advantages gained in the commencement, 


appeared todeſpiſe his enemies. The Government, in- 
| F. fluenced 


t 8-3 
Rnenced by the Councils of a woman, and Miniſ- 
ters impelled by her direction, entertained the vain 
notion of effecting more by negociation than by 
force of arms. By this abſurdity they gave full 
leiſure for thoſe powers to arm and cement their 
league; and they adopted the ill timed generoſity of 
admiuing the releaſe of thoſe troops of Holland, 
whom Puyſegur had found in the Spaniſh 
carriluns in the Netherlands, made priſoners 
of war, and diſarmed accordingly. By this 
weaknels of conduct, a war was prolorg- 
ed, that ought ſoon to have been termina- 
ted; and France was on the brink of deſ- 
truction. Either he ought at once to have 
renounced the fucteffion to which his grandſon 
was nominated, or acting vigorouſly to have follow- 
ed up the unexpected exploits of his armies. Thoſe 
troops, detained priſoners, would have weakened 
the alliance in its formation ; and thoſe powers, un- 
prepared, would have found the neceſſity of ac- 
knowledging the Duke of Anjou, as the undoubted 
heir to the poſſeſſions, which the late King of Spain 
had bequeathed to him. But at this period, no firm- 
neſs guided the helm. Lewis, grown devout, wanted 


to accommodate his conſcience to his ambition; and, 


by 


4 


by ſuch puerility, completed the diſaſters of his 
Kingdom. 
Tat battles, or rather the defeats at Hocſtate, 


Turin, Ramillies and Malplaquet, threw France 
into a ſtate more deplorable than ſhe has felt for ages; 


and had Marlborough continued ir command at 


Denain, in ail probability that victory would not haye 
been added to Villars's laurels. But for the iſſue of 
this battle, France was irretrievably ruined. Nothing 
could have impeded Prince Eugene's progreſs ; 


and the capital muſt have fallen. Equally critical and 


miraculous was the ſucceſs of the Duke of Vendome. 
That Prince, called to the command of Philip's ar- 
my by the voice of the nobility of Spain, without 
any ſuccour, which Lewis at that juncture could 
not ſpare, in four months, by his courage, talents, 
and activity, fixed the crown firmly on the head of 
Philip, ES $6 


To events ſo unforeſeen, may be aſcribed the 


preſervation of his empire, and the pleaſure he de- 
nved in ſeeing his grandſon on a throne. For this 
ſatisfaction, certainly perſonal, did he plunge his 
ſues into 2 war of eleven years, and totally drain- 
ed his Kingdom of every reſource. What poſſible 
advantage could compenſate for ſuch a walte of trea- 

. . fors 


00-1 


ſure and bloo! fpile? Experience ſhould have in- 


ſtructed him that ſuch family compacts are only 
binding while inter: ſts do not claſh. The Regent, 
his ſucceſſor, governed by the infamous Dubois, 
cauſed, ſhortly after, war to be declared againſt that 
prince, for whoſe elevation France had ſo feverely 


groaned. 


Ir is difficult to conceive how the nation 
could endure this laſt addition to its miſery. Slie 
languiſhed from its effect, and the heavy debt crea- 
ted, and accumulating under Lewis XV. produced 
that enormous deficit, which, opening the eyes of 


the le, tas occakoneld the regeneration of France. 
» 2 


T nos, who wicnefied the happy events in his 
reign only, have been laviſh in this monarch's praiſe; 
but had they lived to be ſpectators of the devaſta- 
tion, afterwards cauſed by his inglorious purſuits, their 
commendations would hay e been withheld. Hiſtorians 
ſhould be careful in handing down to poſterity the par- 
dial acts of Kings! In this age, we view them with 
freedom; and the liberty of opinion which we en joy 
enables us to form a juſf diſcrimination. 


Howzvez unpropitions the middle of his 


reign, the end was (till more calamitous. The King, 


under 


9 1 


under the dominion of Prieſts, influenced by a bi- 
gotted woman, was the ſituation his ſubjects had 
to endure in the latter part of his life. The cha- 
ractet of this woman, conſidered as irreprochable, 
herſelf canonized at Rome, was in its ſway of 
more grievous conſequence to the nation, than the 
conduct of all the miſtreſſes who had preceded 
her in the Monarclis attachment. Adroit and inſi- 
nvating, ſhe directed her views to a participation of 
the throne; and, by a gradual perſevering ſyſtein, 
accompliſhed her end .a a total ſunjechlan of the 
Monarch. 


Tur hiſtory of the riſe of this woman is 
wonderful. Deſcended of a good fam ly, hut in ind. 
gent circumſtances, her parents, the Z7antigne?'s, 
conſidered they had effected a good eſtablihment 
for their daughter, in marrying her to the Poct 
Scarron. Before this marriage, ſhe nad rengunced CA 
vinilm, the religion ot her anceſtors. Aiter the deut! 
of Scarron, the ſolicited, in vain, fora continuation 
of the penſion he had enjoyed; and not till ſome time 
had clapſed, was a maintenance from the court allot- 
ted to her, and the Duke of Maine, whoſe rank then 
was not avowed, placed under her care. From that 


moment ſhe ſtrove to captivate the King, by the 


force 
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force of mental charms, which a natural good ſenſe, 
embelliſhed by a highly culuvate1 underſtanding, 
gave her ſo much the power of. The Monarch at 
firit was inattentive to her converſation; he con- 
ceived it partook of prudery and pedantry; but of- 
ten, from his attachment to the child, obliged to 
lend an ear, at length he attended to it with pleaſure. 
The more he advanced in life, the more was he 
diſguſted with Madam de Monteſpan, whoſe ca- 
priciouſneſs, at an earlier period, might have been 


diſregarded ; her company he now ſought to avoid; 


and in the mildneſs, complacency, and above all, the 
piety of Madam de Maintenon, he found a re- 


lief from the other's hauteur, 


Sven virtuous endowments he wiſhed to re- 
compence. Theſe, combining with her aſſiduity to his 
ſon, brought her forward ia 1680, as lady of the 
bed-chamber to the Dauphinneſs, after he had pur- 
chaled, for her benefit, the ſeignorial lands of Main- 


tenon. 


Tuts introduction at court placed her on 2 
footing with her former patroneſs, Madam de Mon- 
teſpan; and, far from aſſuming, her modeſt de- 
portinent, gained more and more on the Prince. On 

the other hand, the Queen, irritared at the arrogance 


of 


* 
* 


4 
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of the favourite, was deſireous ofa rival whoſe weight 
ſhe wo Id lefs feel; and, ſtrange to tell! aſſiſted Ma. 
dam de Maintenon in her deſigns on her huſband. 
T his woman, whoſe favor at Court was ſo particu- 
lar, narrowly watched every means tending to pro- 
mote her object. Thoſe alternations of paſſion and 
repentance that governed the Monarch did not ei- 
cape herdiſcernment. She encouragedthatremorſe, 
pitied without condemning his exceſſes, and dicta- 
ted her ſentiments as ariſing from the moſt rigid 
and correct purity of mind, concealed under the 
veil of a moſt paſſionate attachment and intereſt, 
in his future welfare. Unaccuſtomed to hear ſuch 
truths ſpoken, this weak Monarch felt alarmed for 
his ſalvation, and in devoting himſelf to her ſocie- 


ty, was impreſſed with an idea that it was a road to 
enſure it. Herſelf, too ſenſible to ſuppoſe that beau- 
ty alone could inſpire him, conſcious ofthe defect of 


perſonal charms, and of an age exceeding that of the 


Monarch, ſhe adopted a mode widely different from 
others, whoſe obje& equally had been to faſcinate 
him. Her deportment, kumble and unaffected, was yet 
Majeſtic; and her dreſs, with all the ſtile of appa: 
rent indifference, attracted a diſtinguiſhed preference 
in its neatneſs. Her exhauſtible fund of converfatt- 


On 


a. 
- 2 V 
————— — 2 


- 
* 
7 


. 
" 
 & 
— 
29 
1 
hl. 
- 
* 


F 
1 
1 
we 
'4 
* 
3 
We. 


» 
2 — — 


= — . 


| 


* „ 
ws ** 4 FT: . 5 * 4 1 2 * 
_ * a SEE * 


[ 40 J 


on varicd, and adapted itſelf, as circumſtances di- 
rected. With fuch tranſcendent talents and unremit- 


ted obſervation, ſhe completely triumphed, 


Viewing Madam de Monteſpai as an obſta- 
cle to her greatneſs, though bound by every tie, that 
gratitude is capable of inſpiring, ſhe yet ceaſed in no 
endeavour to ſupplant her; and early flattered her- 
ſelf that manifeſting a regard for religion would cf- 
fect it. At one moment, her proſpect had nearly 
vaniſhed ; but fortune interpoſed by the death of her 
rival Madam de Fontange, who fell a facrifice at 


twenty years of age, leaving her in the enjoyment 
of her aſcendency. 


Tur King, whoſe moments were embittered by 
the horrors of to premature a death, turned indignant 
from the joy of her ſiſter, Madam de Monteſpan, 
and flew for conſolation to Madam de Maintenon, 
There he found tears ſoined with his, the moſt gen- 
tle, yet inſinuating reproof, conveyed againſt the lux- 
ury and parade ſurrounding Madam de Monteſpan, 
whilſt herſelf was, in the reſerve and gravity of her 
conduct, an example of imitation to the people 
Whilſt eſpouſed to Scarron, and prior to being en. 
truſted with the Duke of Maine's education, ca- 


lumny 


1 


lumny had not ſpared her, and whether ſhe meri- 
ted or not its darts, ſhe was determined, by an au- 
tere demeanor, to do away the ſuſpicions that might 
have been entertained. Her mind, a prey t) in- 
nate amb.tion, blended with conſummate add-eis, 
knew how to govern, without permitting, her infl 1- 
ence to be perceived, Finally, the Monarch delud- 
ea by her enchantment, has perſuaded into a ſecret 
marriage; and this ceremony, fo fatal, took place 
in 1635; — un year ren lered too mem ahl, by 
the horrid aX of the revocation of the edi ct 


JJantes. 


Tuis was a ſignal of preferment to the devo- 
tees. They ſurrounded the Monarch, occupying 
cyery poſt at Court. Even Fagon, her phyſician, ſup- 
planted as firſt phyſiciu, a man, for whoſe profe.- 
onal ability the Ring before had a regard. The 
Queen's apartments in every Palace were aſſigned 
for her reſi leace; and this mark of favor ſh: cx. 
ted, to compenſate tor the King's determ.nztion, 


on no public avowal of his maritagc. 


A TzD10Uus malady, which ſubjected him to a 
painful operation, aſſited further her views in alarm- 
ing him with thoughts on his future ſtate. The 


Jelaites, cver watchtul of ſclzing che opportunity, 
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proclaimed by a Monarch's tendency to exceſs of 
devotion, ranged under her banner; and, partici- 
pating with her in the influence in his Councils, 
they ſoon led him to conſider it as criminal, © that 


a moſt Chriſtian King ſhould ſuffer men of a dif- 
ferent perſuaſion to inliabit his Kingdom”. Lo. 
vois, intent on involving his Maſter in conſtant 
warfare, and pliant to her orders, readily engaged 
in this nefarious meaſure, His ſanguinary fouls 
not ſatisfied with the truce recently executed, after 
an unceaſing hoſtility of twenty years, panted till he 
obtained the Monarch's directions, to employ his 
troops in the expulſion of his Protzſtant ſubje cts. 


IT is in vain that Madam de Maintenon, in 
her letters, labors to juſtify this act. The public 
will not eaſily credit her aſſertion, that the King 
would not ſign the order, without his confeſſor, Fa- 


ther la Chaiſe, becoming reſponſible, that no blood: 


ſhould be ſhed.” Poſterity join in an execration 
of her memory. Sixty thouſand families devoted to 
exile, on account of a conſcientious ſcruple, were 
not to be driven out of a kingdom, or ſubjected to 
therigors of the galley or the ſcaffold, without a ſtrug- 


ele: and to complete the miſery entailed on the 


kingdom by the infamy of this meaſure, France 


had 


N 


18 3 


had to deplore, the irretrievable transfer of many of 
her molt valuable manufacturers and artiſts, to adorn 
and benefit other countries. 


Ir is impoſſible to apyly to her a want of 
diſcernmcnt. In a weak, bigc:ted woman, ſuch an 
excuſe might be pleaded ; but Madam de Mainte- 
non had too much ſenſe, not to know thatſuch emi- 
grations would be attended with the moſt ruinous 
.conſequences; moſt of theſc induſtrious people, were 
a claſs of citizens, enriched by the dedication of ta- 
leuts to beneficial ſtudy. Their belief ejected them 
from employment at court ; and the riches they ac- 
quired, were employed in a due proportion in alle- 
viating the burthens of the ſtate ; and even in chari- 
table acts to their differing brethren, the Catholics. 


Tux only palliation her defenders may uſe, is 
that ſhe probably did not foreſee the extent of the 


miſchicf : ſtill, froni this poſition, it does not reſult 
that it was leſs affecting; and our concluſion there- 
fore is jult, in pronouncing, that of all the favourite 
Miſtreſſes, who ſucceeded in the affections of this 
monarch, her aſcendancy proved molt pernicious to 
the nation. 
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Il x Madam de la Valliere, centered the deſire a; 
lone ct poticfliing his Majeſty. She loved the man, 
and her heart was wrappedin him. Far from conſide- 
ring ſplendor as attached to her ſtation, but, on the 
contrary decming the flep taken as the greateſt ſtain 
to her character; repentant of having ſinned, ſhe de- 
voted ina cloyſter to God, that heart, the unfortu- 
nate tendency of which had made her ſo miſerable. 


His majeſty's other attachments were of no long 
duration. Madam de NMlonteſpan alone enjoyed the 
pleaſure of enchaining the Monarchto her car, ſome 
years. A numerous progeny from this adulterous con- 
nection, and her tranſcendent charms combined to ef- 
fect this conſtancy. Priding herſelf in having brought 
into the world a race of princes, vain of the homage 
of the man whom the conſidered the firſt poten- 
tate on earth, her infolence was ſelt by every de- 
pendent; the parade ſhe rnaintaincd exceeded the 
eſtabliſhment fixed for the Queen. By this exte- 
rior ſhe hoped to impoſe on the world the idea that 
me reigacd ; and that to her councils were owing, 
that rank and pre-eminencc in the affairs of Eu- 
rope, which the Monarch derived i.om his victories 
and ſucceſſes. Yet, happily for the nation! and 
much happier had it continued, it is notorious 
that of eſſential tranſlations ſhe was in perfect ig- 
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norance. Her dominion was exerciſed in thoſe mo- 
ments, which her lover devoted toher company; and 
in thoſe inſtances of ſplendor, where, by immoderate 
expence, he indulged in a gratification of his ya. 
nity. 

Ix the character of theſe women, the con- 
traſt is obvious. Madam de Maintenon, by an 
exterior that fixed no perſon's attention, and tlie 
moſt humble deportment, to all thoſe attached to his 


ſervice, preſerved her dominion over the Monarch, 
and ruled with the moſt unbounded ſway, 


Lewis the XV. has been upbraided with al- 
lowing his miſtreſſes to participate in his Govern- 
ment, in the exiling and diſplacing of miniſters 
to create others, in the exalting of cheir relations, and 
the advancement of their creatures, and even in the 
nomination of Generals, to command his armies. Bu, 
in this, what was there extraordinary inthe Monarch? 
Delighting in indolence, and finding a precedent eſta. 
bliſhed, fo congenial to his inclination, he, throvgh- 
out his reign, followed his natural bent. The on 
Iv alteration perceptible in his fucceſſioa was that 
his miſtreſſes, appearing in no concealed form, e x- 


ercited their empire without diſeuiſe, 
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Mavran de Maintenon, in her ſelection ofmen, 
inclined towards thoſe of 2a pious diſpoſition. To 
prefer ſuch men, ſhe laid afide thoſe eminent in 
the field and cabinet. Of this deſcription, her rejec- 
tion of Catinat, from the command of the mo- 
narch's armies, and the admiſſion of Chamillard, into 
the legiſlation, are ſtrong proofs. Her art wiſhed to fix 
this imp'r ion on the monarch. She ſays, in her 
letters of juſtiticacion, the monarch approved not of 
employing men not impreſſed apparently with a 
due ſenſe of religion. But who cauſed this bias? 
Was it not herſelf, that created this abſurd limitation 
in government ? 


In the art ſhe practiced to govern, ſhe prevai- 
led upon the King to cloſet himſelt with his Miniſters, 
in 2 corner of which ſhe ſeemed inatten ive, and her 
attention totally engroſſed by the work ſhe had in 
hand. Appriſed however, by the Miniſters, of what 


would be ſubmitted to conſideration, ſhe took care 
to have it preſented to the monarch in an intricate 
form. This naturally brought a reference to her 
judgment, and underſtanding the ſubject previouſly, 


the opinion ſhe gave, corroborated of courſe by the 


miniſters, was al w aS certain of being deciſive. 
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Wir all that appearance of humility, ſhe re 
mitted no honor that ſhe deemed due to her exalted 
Ration. No acceſs to the ſorereign was obtainable, but 
through her favor. The Dauphin, not d.i->ſed to pay 
her homage, was compelled to treat ner with reſpect. 
The Dutcheis of Burgundy was obedient to her will; 
and in this oblequiouſneſs, her ſolicitations to her 
grand father, met with aſſent. In ſhort the King's e- 
nergy entirely foreſook him, and equally that diſ- 
cernment which he had often diſplayed in his ſelecti- 
on of merit. Lewis the XIV. was no more. A ſlave 
to prieſthood, what fame he had acquired in the com- 
mencement of his reign, faded in the impreſſion of 
his latter ſiuation. 


Tax Brother of his favorite, a man noted for 
a want of underſtanding and diſcretion, was his ab- 


| horrence; yet her credit conferred on him a Prince- 


ly government, with the blue ribband. The Ba- 
ton of a Marechal was alone requiſite, to complete 
his exalcation ; this ſhe refuſed ; but ſoothed her re- 


fuſal, with great pecuniary donations from the ſtate, 


which induced the courtiers facetiouſly to remark, 
that * his Baton was converted into ſterling value.” 

Hen Niece, ſhe diſpoſed of to the Count of 
Ayu, ſon to the Duke of Noaille: : and however 


deranged 
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deranged the King's finances were, yet eight hun- 
dred thouſand Livres were beſtowed, as the young 
Lady's marriage portion, 


IncenszD againſt the Dauphin ſor his prior 
neglect, and feeling a real attachment to her pupil, 
the Duke of Maine, were the motives, that actua- 
ted her in perſuading the Monarch into the act of 
ligitimating theſe children; and thereby, annexing 
to them every appanage of royalty, encreaſing the 
burthen of the ſtate. 


No greater inſtances can be adduced to fix on 
Madam de Maintenon, the criminality of every 


deſtructive meaſure t hat afflicted the Monarchy ac 


this period. Whatever idea may be attached to the 


natural tendency of every perſon, not impelled by 
treacherous intentions, wiſhing, in what they deviſe, 
that it's execution and influence may be produc- 
tive of good; yet, if the ſyſtem is found pregnant 
with evil and ſtill perſiſted in, che inference 


is, that it ariſes from want of wiſdom, and that. 


it's calamity is pecpetrated by an obſtinate ad- 


heren ce. 
Bor the advocates of Madam de Maintenon, 
will find it equally difficult to palliate her 


ingratitude to her benefactor. Inſtcad of a- 
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awaiting to cloſe thoſe eyes, once ſo partial to her, 
and relieving by that direction to religious thoughts, 
ſhe had inſpired kim with, the pangs of his dying 
moments, retired to St. Cyr, when his illneſs was 
pronounced dangerous; and in thoſe intervals of 
fanity, left the dying Monarch, in vain to ſeek for 
conſolation from that preſence he had fo long been 
accuitome to revere. Such a conduct might 
have admitted of excuſe, if her conjugal attach- 
ment had repugned at the idea of ſeparation ; hut 
the world knew to what cauſe to attribute it, —a de- 
fire of maintaining her power through the Duke 
of Maine; for ſatisfied, that the Duke of Or- 
lans, if, as firſt Prince of the blood, he came to the 
regency, would annihilate her influence, ſhe had 
prevailed on the Monarch to exclude him by his will, 
for a preference to the Duke of Maine, in conſe- 

quence of his legitimitation. By theſe means ſhe 
flattered herſelf to retain her ſway, and to effe& this 
purpoſe abandoned the monarch in his latter end, that 
ſhe might, unſulpected, in the place of her retreat, (a 
religious foundation) he at greater: berty to intrigue 


in his favor. The Duke, equally a ſtranger to fili- 


al affection, where his intzreſt predominated, aban- 


doned his dying parent and was accompanied by 
H. Le 


2 
Le Tellier, the Monarch's confeſſor who being in the 
ſecret of the teſtament made, united with the Duke 


in canvaſſing Paris to ſecure its ratification. 


Tuis is the picture of the woman, whom the 
ſervility of prieſthood, has attempted to raiſe to 
tuch eminence in life. They have extolled her 
ſanctity in converting the monarch, from thoſe un- 
baunded excefles to which he had addicted himſelf, 
In the piety of her letters, and of her religious 
eſtabliſhment of St. Cyr; in her virtues fo 
conſpicuous, which, admitting that ſhe poſſeſſed 
them, were better deſtined to a cloyſter, than to the 
Government of a Monarchy. 


Tux death of Lewis the XIV. was an event 


of general rejoicing. If Richelieu felt indignant 


at ſuch a proceeding, it muſt be afcribed to his in- 
attention to the miſery of the People. However 
partial his ſentiments, in regard to the Monarch, 
he could not be inſenſible to the abſurdity of a 
kingdom being guided by the influence of a confeſ- 
for and a bige*ted woman. Indeed, how could he 
juſtify or palliate che acts of adminiſtration in the 
cloſe of this reign? Himſelf was a witneſs to the 


111quity that prevailed, and the only living perſon 
to whom was confided the identity and hiſtory of 
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that perſon, a victim to arbitrary power, under the 
denomination of the man with the iron maſk. 
Could he have oppoſed the fact of this man being 
actually a brother of Lewis the XIV. how would 
he have accounted or excuſed the infamy of this 
Monarch keeping this man in confinement to his 
death? With us, ſuch an act conveys ſo foul a 
ſtain, that years of viitue could not make ſufficient 
atonement. It is a point well afcertained; that Ma- 
demoiſelle de Valois, artived at the knowledge of 
this fact, through a path, that it is unnatural to ſup- 
poſe a Father would require. The regent 1mparted 
it, and prompted in the ſacrifice ſhe made to effect 
the releaſe of her lover, ſhe immediately commu- 
naicated it to him, under the ſtricteſt injunction of 
ſecrecy, Fifty years had elapſed without the Mare- 
chal noticing it at that period, conceiving no dan- 
ger to exiſt, We obſerve by his papers, that he enter- 
tained an idea of writing upon this uncommon event; 
but prudence and diſcretion reſtrained its continu= 
ance; he became fearful, that ſome conſequences 
might reſult, and in this unfiniſhed ſt ate left only a 
etch, which although marking the man as the ac- 
tual brother of Lewis the XIV. leaves us ſtill in 
doubt whether he was the twin brother of that Mo- 
natch, or a brother born in adultery, 
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Ir he came into the world a twin, what could 
have induced the Mother to manifeſt that anxiety 
to remove him at that moment? It was not likely 
that ſhe would ſo early diſplay, fo decided a prefe- 
rence to either; and as little probable that her mind 


was agitated by the dread of a future conteſt, be- 
tween the brothers, for the throne. 


Is it not more natural to infer, that the 
wife of Lewis the XIII. known to have a 
propen ſity to Mazarine, and not of the moſt 
correct character, might have engendered this 


child in the abſence of her huſband ? The 


hurry of removing him, will thus be accounted 
for; and the talent of preferving ſecrecy in their con- 
fidence is well known, and practiſed with eaſe by 
princes. As the child grew up, a reſemblance to his 


brother might be ſtriking ; a miſtake of his gover- 


nor might reveal his birth. Projects of ambition 
ſucceed ; an intention of avowing himſelf is formed; 
the reigning power dreads the conſequences : and to 
ſecure its ſtability dooms the unfortunate object of its 
jealouſy to perpetual confinement. Theſe are more 
than ſurmiſes; the worldare in general agreed, at this 
period, to pronounce them juſt concluſions. 
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Tut Matechal deciſively aſſures us, the priſo- 
ger was brother to Lewis the XIV.; and this isconfirm- 
ed by every hiſtorian who treats on the ſubject; by an 
obſervation, that no. common man, could have 
commanded the very great degree of attention and 
reſpect paid to him. It matters not therefore how the 
kindred aroſe, ſince the pcſtion of his being a bro- 
ther to this monarch is incontrovertible. 


Wu ar can poſterity think of a King {o callous 
ia feeling, as to conduct himſelf to a brother with 
tach obduracy? Was there no other means than 
impriſonment, to avert the confuſion that he might 
create? Under the tuition of his mother and Maza- 
rine, ſuch a meaſure, in his infancy, might have heen 
excuſeable; but when, having attained the age of di- 
ſcretion, he held the reins of Government; ſecure on 
his throne by the ſplendour of his victories, and im- 
preſſing his ſubjects wich che grandeur of their Mo- 
narch, it was unpardonable to perſiſt in its continu- 
ance. No danger exiſted of his brother's birth being 
revealed; no perſon remained, who would have tncur- 
red the riſque of atteſting it. The indiſcretion of a Go. 
vernor carried no conviction; and, if no conviction, 
ſurely leſs apprehenſion of conſ:quences. 
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Bes1pes, if reſpect for the memory of his 
Mother was the motive of concealment, could he 
not, when ſenſible no commotion whatever was ca- 
pable of endangering his power, have engaged this 
Prince to retire abroad, and live under a foreign 
name, upon a revenue his bounty might have aſ- 
figned to him? How much more meritorious would 
ſuch conduct have been? The man who 
could act fo widely different and manifeſt ſuch in- 
humanity, levels himſelf, in hiſtory, wich the tyran- 
ny related of Eaſtern deſpots. Indeed, the ingenui- 
ty of the moſt tyrannic, could not have been ſurpaſ- 
ſed, in deviſing ſo cruel a puniſhment. To doom 
a fellow creature to a confinement for life, to com- 


pel his wearing an iron maſk to diſguiſe his features, 


to direct his being put to death, in caſe of acciden- 
tal diſcovery; forms a crime fo atrocious, that man- 
kind ſhudder in its recollection. 


CHAP, IV. 
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CHAP. Iv. 
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THE RE OF ORLEANS IS DECLARED REGENTOF THE KING. 
DOM—RICHELIEU ATTACHES HIMSELF TO MESDA- 
MES DAVERNE, DE GUEBRIANT, DE MQUCHY, DE SA- 
BRAN, 4ND DE NESLE, 


Tas Duke of Richelieu, more inclinable to diſſi- 
pate, tkan to engage in any party that profeſſed the 
object of ſeeing the King's will carried into execution, 
ſeemed perfectly indifferent to its iſſue. The mo- 
narch- however inured to deſpotiſm, did not flatter 
himſelf that his orders after his death would be reſ- 
pefted ; ſenſible of his father's will having been ſet 
aſide, he could think no otherwiſe, than that his 
would be ſubject to the ſame fate. And he even pre- 
difted this to thoſe who forced him into the meaſure. 
In faft, the duke of Orleans, towhom, by the will, was 
aſſigned a limited power, conſidered his rights as firſt 
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prince of the blood infringed ; and with the addreſs 
he poſſeſſed, ſoon gained a general ſuffrage, in pro- 
claming him ſole and abſolute regent, during the 
King's minority. 

Riengrizu, joined in the train of courtiers 
that went to the palace to offer their congratulations, 
The change was not diſpleaſing. The morals, and 
the turn of a court depend on the inclination of the 
Sovereign. Wich the late King, fully acqminted 
with the toible of human nat ire, it was only reqimſite 
lo maintain in appearance a certain decorum, and 
the man however trail was well reccived. With the 
regent no veil was neceſſary; depravity reigned; the 
example he ſet in his own perſon was boundlets ; 
and the molt vicious were expolcd to no ſhame, or 


contrition. 


His exceſſes were of that notoriety, as re- 
quire no detail; the Luxemburgh, inhabited by 
one of his daughters, the Dutcheſs of Berry, was 


one of the Temples, in which every thing was ſa- 


crificed to indecency. The father and daughter 


perfectly underſtood each other; and congeniality 
of habit threw aſide all reſtraiit. 


Ix the life of her huſband, her conduct had 


deen attended with circumſpe tion: but, become a 
widow, 
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widow, ſhe no longer obſerved any. It is ſcarcely 
Paſſible to conceive, the exceſs that vice had at- 


tained in her mind. Endowed with wit and beau- 
ty, and uncontrouled in her paſſions, ſhe managed, 
with ſingular addreſs, the attachments ſhe formed. 
Whilſt che Duke was living, incommoded in her 
deſires, ſhe endeavored to prevail on La Haye, 
his Maſter of the Horſe, to fly with her to Holland. 
This man, aiarmed at the propoſal, and ſenſible of 
the prevailing manners of her father's houſhold, 
diſcloſed it to him. The Duke put a ſtop to the 
projet; remarking how romantic it was in his 
Gaughter to ſeek amuſement in another country, 
when ſhe met with ſuch gratification in her own» 
Alternately licentious and devour, and never 
conſtant, the former obtained, and ſhe ended her 
diſſolute career, in every extravagance, for the 
Count of Riom. 


This man, neither handſome or of a captiva- 
ding figure, poſſeſſed, however, the ſecret of faſ- 
cinating women. The Dutcheſs, ſclefted him for 
Caprain of her Guards. His behaviour to her was 
more that of a maſter, than a lover; and ſhe had 
the weak neſs to be ſubmiſſive to his will. 


1 


Tux Duke of Richelieu, ſoon ceaſed his at- 
tention, and devoted himſelf to her ſiſter, Made- 
moilelle de Valuis, a Princeſs, who uniting beauty 
and ſeufCtiliry, knew the value of a mutual attaches 
ment. Few inſtances were maniteſt at that period, 
of ſuch conſtancy, The Dutcheſs ever retained a 
Pleaſing remembrance of her firſt impreſſion; and 
become, Dutcheſs of Modena, by the tyrannic eti- 
quette of a court, which did not permit a Prin- 
ceis of her rank to avow and follow her natural 
inclination ; ſhe carried in her heart the image of 
the Duke; delighted in ſpeaking of him, to all of 
her country, who ſojourned at her court; and oc- 


caſionally viſited France, for the pleaſure of review - 
ing the ſcene and the object. 


A cox aps, ſo flattering to his vanity ought to 
have made him deſiſt from other purſuits, but 
impelled by a defire of rivalling the regent, he paid 
his addreſſes to the reigning miſtreſs, Madame 
Daverne, whoſe profuſion was exceffive, The 
Duke allowed for her table only three thouſand livres 
per month, a ſum conſidered in thoſe days, to be 
applied to ſuch expence, as immoderate. Oftenta- 
tious and laviſh in every eclat to fix Richelieu to her 
car, ſhe beheld him with regret quit her enchant- 

ment 


„„ 
ment, to renew his devoirs to Mademoiſelle de 
Charolois. Madame de Villar, from attachment 
to the Duke, had become the mediator of this 


reconciliation. 


Is vain, Madame D'averne, hoped by a magni- 
ficent diſplay in honor of her favorite, but oſtenſibly 
held out as a return of ceremony to Madame D' 
Etrecs, to renovate his attachment. His vanity felt 


plealed in the honor of ſuch an entertainment being 


aſcribed to him. He received thoſe compliments 
the occaſion demanded ; but inſtead of a proper re- 
turn to Madame D'averne, his attention was 
ſolely occupied by Madame de Mouchy, a Lady of 
the Bed-chamber to the Dutcheſs of Berry, and 
ſuſpected of partaking of her Lover, the Count de 
Riom's affections. Even this ſuſpicion was intima- 


tedto the Dutcheſs by her Father, but ſuch was the 
imperious ſway the Count exerciſed, that it only 


ſerved to ſubjugate her more to his caprice. 


Rich EILHV had ſhewn no greater conſtancy in 
his attachment to Madame de Guebriant, who ma- 
nifeſted her difpleature in many letters, extant. An 
anecdote is related of the miſtake made by the 
Duke's coachman, in conveying to the Duke's Villa 
Madame de Sabran, inſtead of this Lady. The 
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1 
latter furious and reſolved not to be diſappninted in 
the viſit propoſed, threw herſelf imo a hackney 
coach, and drove to the houſe of appointment. 
The two Ladies met, and pleaſantly teſtitied their 
rage. Richelieu unmoved, threatened one with ex- 
poling her correſpondence, ſoothed the other; and 
allowed not the ladies to part from him, till their 


paſſions ſubſiding, the miſtakes of the day, became 
a ſubject of merriment. 


MapauE de Guebriant, taught by Richelieu 
to be inconſtant, preferring a rival to him, ſtill 
aſſumed the liberty of upbraidinghim. Their inter- 
tercourſe was broke off by a very offenſive anſwer 
ſent to one of her invitations. Madame de Sa- 
bran, initiated in the Theatre of the Luxemburgh, 
telt a reluctance to ſuch ſcenes, and quitting, expreſſ- 
ed her averſion in a pointed remark to the regent; 
Madame de Neſle felt an extravagant partiality for 
the Duke. Jealous of any other being the object of 
his attention, ſhe ſought her rival Madame de Polig- 
nae, and actually a ducl with Piſtols enſued. The 
former was wounded in the ſhoulder, and gloried in 
the cauſe of her wound - but ſenſible at laſt, the field 
would conſtantly be open to her reſentment, ſhe de- 
ſiſted from diſputing a heart the prize of ſo many of 


her ſex, 
Is 
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Ix the feſtival given for him at St. Cloud, by 
Madame D'averne, he had heen liſtened to wich at- 
tention by Madame du Mouchy. This Lady, and 
her miſtreſs the Dutcheſs, being the ſubject of con- 
verſation in a ſubſequent ſupper, a wager was offered 
by Mr. de Melun, that notwithſtanding his addreſs 
in gallantry, he wculd yet, not in the ccurſe of one 
week, be initiated inthe good graces, of either of 
theſe Ladies. 


Sven a defiance, was a ſpur to Richelieu, to 
merit their favor, and the anecdotes of thoſe times, 
fay, that he ſucceeded, in deſerving the approbation 
of both, 


Hrs duel with the Count de Noc, was the 
_ cauſe of his ſecond confinement in the Baſtille. 
Fortunately, no trace could be diſcovered of its ha- 
ving occurred, otherwiſe, than from an accidental 
rencountre, in which the paſſions of each being exci- 
ted, gave vent, to the impulle of rage that govern. 
ed them. This joined with powerful protection in 
the Ladies of the regent's Court, occaſioned their 


ſolicitations for his releaſe, to be ſpeedily granted. 


Tux regent, in fact, would not have been 
ſorry, could he have effected his detention with 
propriety, That habit, the Duke had adopted of 


thwarting 
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1 
thwarting his inclinations, could not be pleaſing to 
the Prince. The Marchioneſs of Parabere, aitrched 


to both, was relieved from an embarraſſing ſi u. 
tion, at this juncture, by the death of her huſb and. 


Tux court of the regent, becoming more licen- 
tious, attracted the notice of the public; and they 
believing that ſuch exceſſes, as were related, p:e- 
vailed, contented their weak minds in a ſuppo- 
fition, that to this claſs in ſociety, a certain pri- 
viledge in actions, exiſted. The old Coutters, 
who had conformed and were wedded to the 
decorum of the old Cour, cenſurcd feve:ie!y this 


change in manners. The Regent alone was 
indifferent, and his popular qualities and Govert.- 
ment gaining the afſection of the mulutude, hey 
ſoon were accuſtomed to view him, without won- 
der, environed by his Miſtreſſes. The lite of this 
Prince, being ſo connected with that of Richelieu, 
induces us to digreſs, in offering ſome parts of it 
to the public. 


CHAP. V. 
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CHAP. v. 


THE REGENT, AND HIS MODE OF LIFE. 


Tas Duke of Orleans, become Regent of France, 


did not depart from that familiarity to which he 
had admitted his intimates. The Count of Noce, 


the Marquis de la Fare, Farge's Labbé Dubois, a 
name rendered fo contemptiblethroughout Europe, 
were thoſe favorites, on whom his choice deſcended. 
The Duke of Richelicu ſhared likewiſe in his inti- 
macy, but theſe apparent marks of favor, were con- 
fined to the commencement of his Regency.— The 
Prince however diſpoled to love him, from that 
inclination reciprocal habit creates, could not view 
with temper that unceaſing deſire of Richelieu to 
fupplant him; and the hiſtorian of thoſe days adds, 


that 
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that it was the effect of the Duke's goodneſs, to 


ſuffer only bis tendency towards him to relax, 
without puniſhing ſeverely ſuch temerity. 


Tu eaſe and mildneſs of the prince, rendered 
his life agreeable, and equally pleaſant to thoſe 
about him; his only fault, was being addicted too 
much to give way to his paſſions. A convivial turn 
with the moſt polite and brilliaat wit, inclined him 
to the pleaſures of the table, and wine often overpow- 
ering him, his reaſon ſubdued, plunged him into 


many exceſſes and ſituations, highly unbecoming of 
the character and ſtation he bore. The people 


however were indulgent. they pardoned thoſe 
moments where he appeared, to the ſhame cf his 
courtiers, in public, not maſter of himſelf, They 
felt their own happineſs, bleſſing his adminiſtration, 
and ſpared their cen{ure, for private errors, that did 
not affect them individually. But, no ſooner did 


the miſchievious conſequence of the ſyſtem introdu- 
ced by Law ſpread its direful effect, than they became 
loud in their condemnation. The Abbe Dubois, 
his unworthy preceptor, notwichſtanding the re- 
monſtrances of the late King to reſtrain that ten- 
dency ſo apparent in his Pupil, converted it, on the 
contrary, to aſſiſt him in gaining that influence he 

me litated. 


E 
meditated. His only care was that no object of the 
Prince's attachment ſhould continue fo long, as to 


cauſe an anxiety of her aſcendency preponderacing. 
When any apprehenſion of this nature was formed, 
a diverſity of other objects rapidly ſucceeded the 
removal of that one which had givea umbrage. 


Wurx elevated to the ſituation of regen, 1s 
paſſions no longer checked by controul, or advice of 
any kind, broke forth in the moſt unbounded men- 
ner; and his hiſtory is fraught with unpardonabie 
acts. Meſdames de Geſvres, de Perabere, d' Averne, 
de Chatillon, and D' Argenſon, were thoſe Ladies 
that par took the moſt of his attachments; with the 
exception of the Dutcheſs of Phalaris, whoſe empire 
only ceaſed with his death. | | 


Tux regent about this time felt the laſh of 
fatyrical pens. Voltaire, then known by his family 
name of Arrouet, was amongſt the firſt who excr- 
ciſed on him that talent. His vices excited the 
Prince's anger, and without Monſieur de Brancas, 
who protected the young Poet, and on whom he di- 
verted the effect of his ſatire, to the great entertain- 
ment of the regent, he probably, would have felt 
the weight of his diſpleaſure. This Prince fo far 
from holding in any remembrance the bitterneſs of 


Voltaire's lines, honored him with Lis regard, and 
K. on 
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on the repreſentation of the Tragedy of CEdipus, he 
preſented the author with his picture, valuably and 
elegant]y ſet. 


Is this year the ſurprize ofthe city was excited 


by the arrival of a Prince, whoſe vaſt poſſeſſions 
were little known, and whoſe object in travelling was 


in an acquiſition of perſonal knowledge, to tend to 
their future benefit. Peter, ſurnamed the great Czar 
of Ruſſia, travelled through Europe, from the noble 
motive, to qualify himſelf by obſervation, to reform 
in time, the abuſes, he was ſenſible, prevailed in his 
Empire, and to introduce the uſeful arts, with 
af pirit ot induſtry. The Monarch ſoon had the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing, from the great example he ſet, igno- 
rance and barbarity diſpelied. He condeſeended to 
work as a common mechanic, in the Dock yards of 


Holland. Leaving that country for Paris, a general 


emulation was excited to diſplay every thing, that 
could ſatisfy his deſire ot improvement. He was intro- 
duced to every manufactory, and to thoſe building; 
where printing is carried on, in fo extenſive and 
liberal a ſcale. After teſtifying his approbation, he 
expreſſed an anxious wilt to viſit the monument 
of Cardinal Richelieu. The Duke, apprized of 
the day, attended to do the honors of his great uncle's 
mauſoleum „and from the name he bore, received 


from 


3 


1 
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from the ſovereign the moſt gracious welcome. 


Tux Monarch after extolling the genius of 
the ſculptor, addreſſed the young Duke in theſe 
memorable words: Were that great man now 
living, I would facrifice to him one half of my domi- 
nions, to teach me to govern the other half with 
ability. A wit of the Court, obſerved, © the Mo. 
narch would in doing this commit a capital error, 
for that great man veſted with one half, infallibly, 


| would never reſt quiet, till he had obtained, or 


poſſeſſed himſelf of the remaining portion.” The 
arbitrary power exerciſed by this Miniſter induced 
the Monarch's approbation. Himſelf, accuſtomed 
to view his ſubjects from his infancy, tamely reſign- 
ed to his deſpotiſm ; while the other, ſeiaing the 
moment of a weak Monarch's reign, eſtabliſhed 
that deſpotic ſway, ſo flattering to Princes, early tutor - 
ed with ſuch notions of Government. 


K. 2. CHAP. VI, 


( 68 J 


CHAP, VI. 


CONTINUATION CF THE DUKE'S LIFE — CONSP/RACY OF TA 
FRINCE DE CELLAMARE, AMBASS ADOR FROM SPAIN, 
2 HRD IMPRISONMENT OF THE DUKE IN THE BASTILLE. 


Tus Duke of Richelieu, liable from the variety of 
his attachments, to the frequent reproach of thoſe 
whom he neglected, bore the torrent of rage with 
becoming patience ; and having allowed theſe emo- 
tions gradually to ſubſide, converted the diſappoint- 
ment felt, into future aſſurances of friendſhip. 
His manners and lively converſation, made him 
the delight of every ſociety; and the Marechale de 
Villars, aud Madame D'averne, in the lift of thoſe 
whom he had deſerted, pardoned his inconſtancy, 

| for 
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for the pleaſure of receiving him into thoſe cicles,r 
their brilliant qualifications attracted. 


Mavame de Villars, ſoon receded from her re- 
ſolution ; and the frequency of the Duke's viſits be- 
coming unpleaſant to the old Marechal, he obſerv- 
ed one day, that Though he had admitted of his 
c ſervices with the army, as his Aide de Camp, he 
# was not in the leaſt deſirous of availing himſelf 
« of them at home, and freely diſpenſed with eve- 
&« ry perſonal return he might intend, for the obliga- 
& tion ot having taught him the duty of a ſoldier !” 


Taz reſpect the Duke had for his Maſter, 
prompted him to explain, and try to diſpel the Mare- 
chal's ſuſpicions. But the old veteran obſerved, if 
he entertained not a partiality for his wife, ſhe did 
for him, as he was the conſtant theme of her praiſe, 
and therefore enjoined in future more circumſpecti- 
on. 


In effect, few friends were more ſincere, and in- 
dulgent to his fojbles, than the Dutcheſs. Her in- 
clination, jealouſy and friendſhip for him, were at 
conſtant variance; and Richelicu, ſenſible of the 


value of ſuch an attachment, adapted himſelf in his 


interviews, to whichever of thoſe paſſions, for the 
moment predominated, 


Taz 


11 


Taz Princeſs de Soubiſe, was leſs indulgent; 
having permitted his attentions, ſhe exacted from 
him a genecal ſacrifice. Induced by the hope of 
ſucceſs, he promiſed implicitly to conform to what 
was required, added oaths to his aſſurances, and in 
her preſence burnt letters, from thoſe who had heard 
ſimilar proteſtations. In thoſe moments, his elo- 
quence, ardour and perſuaſion were ur commciuy 
faſcinating. The Princeſs, already prejudiced in 
his favor, yielded her regard, and exp<Red that 
her youth and beauty would captivate. Appear- 
ance at firſt inclined to her wiſhes, ſuſpicion ſuc- 
ceeded to diſturb her tranquillity ; and ſoon after a 
certainty of what ſhe apprehended, removed every 
doubt. 


Ix the early part of this attachment, he had 
impoſed a certain reſtraint on himſelf. But that 


habit which domineered, ſoon excited a deſire of 


being releaſed. He had no idea of controul ; if 
any condition was exacted, it only proved the means 
of ſooner emancipating himſelf. He required, on 
the contrary, the moſt liberal indulgence, and to 
ſuch who ſhewed a diſpoſition to favor him, he was 
ever more perſevering in his attachments. In vain 
Madame de Soubiſe, employed every art to reclaim 


him. 


1 71 J 
him. He was dea? to -::treaty, and tried by occa- 
ſional renewed profeiions, to ſubject likewiſe the 
Princeſs to his caprice. A dignity of mind, preſer- 
ved her from a repetition of the fame weakneſs, and 
perhaps ſhe was ſingular in an adherence to her re- 
ſolution. 


In this rapid ſucceſſion of pleaſure was thi: 
extraordinary man's life paſſed, from the fifteenth 
year of the preſent century, till the twenty-fifth, that 
he was nominated Ambaſſador Extraordinary to 
Vienna. His health, notwithſtanding ſuch diſſipa- 
tion, ſeemed not in the leaſt affected. Nature had 
endowed him with the moſt vigorous conſtitution ; 
but it would have been inſufficient, had he not poſ- 
ſeſſed a command ot temper, which enabled him to 
repoſe, whenever his health preſcribed the neceſſity. 


Boxx in a reign addicted to aſtrology, he im- 
pliculy gave into this belief, and the calculation that 
had been made, from the contraſt of his nativity, 
with the influence of the planets, predicted the month 
of March, as the month of the year, that would be 
fatal to him; in the early part ot his life he did not 
pay it much attention, but towards the latter end when 
each year announced his preparation for the other 
world, he appeared as anxious during that period, 
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as rejoiced when it had gone by, and then concluded 
that another full ſeaſon was allotted him. 


Arx thoſe pretenders, boaſting in a knowledge 
of ſuturity. were ſure of being conſulted by him and 
his companions.— In an ignorant age this was enough 
for the multitude to ſuſpect him of vitcheraſt. 
His enemies gladly embraced this notion, and du- 
ring his embaſſy at Vienna, the report ſpread in Paris, 
that the Duke, with other German Noblemen, had 
renovated and practiced theancient myſteries of He- 
cate, in the facrifice of an human being to the moon. 
This calumny however atrocious, gained ground; 
and however improbable, that ſuch an enormity 
could be perpetrated in a city ſo civilized, the anec- 
dotes of thoſe times relate it with confidence; 
whence may be deduced how eaſy it is to propagate 
the belief of e7il, and what faith ought to be given 
to Chronicles, with inſertions of this nature. 


Tus Duke of Richelieu, cultivated an intima- 


cy with a man named Damis, who aſſumed a gene- 
ral knowledge, and in particular blended as inſepera- 


ble the ſcience of Aſtrology, with that of Phyſic. 
Attacked, at this juncture, by ſome threatening ſymp- 
toms of an approaching diſſolution, from the ſpitting 


of blood, he laid his caſe before him, and received 


his advice, But what tended chiefly to their union, 


Was 
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was the idea entertained of this philoſopher, having 
diſcovered the ſecret of converting metal into gold. 
The Duke however rich, magnificent and liberal, 
was yet fond of money; and the pleaſure of con- 
ceiving that he would command for the gratificaci- 


ga of every wiſh, an inexhauſtible fund, attached 
him to this philoſopher. He learnt from him 
ſome chymical experiments, and from thoſe that 
were practiced before him, gold certainly was ex- 
tracted. 


Tuis flattering proſpect to his imagination 
vaniſhed on a ſudden. The man no longer was to 
be met with, and no reaſon could be aſcribed for ſo 
precipitate a retreat. The Duke continued in his 
perſuaſion, grounded on the difintereſtedneſs, he 
had ſhewn. Every motive conduced to eftablifh 
this opinion. No money had ever been required, 
and what gold reſulted from each chymical prepa- 
ration, had always been left in the Duke's po ſſeſſion, 
the laſt ingot of which, weighed 722 livres 10 Sous. 


Mey were diſpatched to every part, where it 


was ſuppoſed, he might have directed his ſteps, but 
every ſearch proved ineffectual. The Duke 


fought conſolation in a recourſe to his former pur- 
ſuits. Madame du Deffant attracted his attention, 
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and Mademoiſelle de Charolois, to whom be 
had become reconciled, engroſſed it for ſometime. 


MaDzmoisELLE de Valois's regard for the 
Duke operated ſo much in his favor, as to cauſe 
ker diſcrediting every report that was conveyed 
to his prejudice: his penetration ſoon evinced the 
ground he had gained in her eſteem, and no 
occaſion exiſted, of perſuading her in thoſe inter- 
views, that they were the effect of calumny, _=_ 
ceeding trom miſplaced envy, 


Tais Princeſs, living more retired than 
others of her rank, had not a ſimilar opportunity 
of becoming acquainted with thoſe anecdotes of 
gallantry, that daily were the ſubje& at her father's 
Court. Seduced by her natural affection, ſhe wiſh- 
ed not to be deceived, and the ſole object of her 
thoughts was in deviſing freſh means of eng 
the Duke, after he had parted with her. 


R1CHEL1EU, apprehenſive that this attach- 
ment, if known, might carry with it unpleaſant 
conſequences, ſought by every ingenuity to elude 
diſcovery. With this view he became aſſiduous, 
in paying every flattering compliment that oppor- 
tunity _— to an old Duenna ; whom the ſo- 


beltude 
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Feirude of the Dutcheſs of Orleans, for her 
dauzhter's reputation had placed near the young 
Lady. This argus poſſeſſing the mother's entire 
c »nfidence, fixed on an apartment adjacent to the 
Princeſs, and to this was a back flair-caſe leading 
t) boch, which paſſage for theic convea iency, had 
o ten been hazarded. Prudence however required 
that attempts attended wich ſuch riſque, ſhould 
ſedom occur, and fatigued with this reſtraint im- 
poſed on their wiſhes, they mutually agreed, the 
vigilance of the old Lady ſhould be ſubdued. 


Tis Duke, accuſtomed to pay homage only 
to the ſhrine of beauty, was from neceſſity com- 
pelled to tender it, where certainly the tribute 
was not due. Her uglineſs was a ſaſeguard, and 
religion another barr ier. Determined however to 
remove every obſtacle 1 interrupting his happineſs, 
he eaſily conquered his prejudice, and paſſion- 
ately addreſſed Mademoiſelle Aimee. This was 
the name the ſuperannuated attendant bore. The 
event of his firſt approach was truly diſcourag- 
ing. The Lady felt offended, and ridiculed 
his profeſſions of attachment. The Duke, per- 
ſevering, excited her ſurprize, and conceiving 
from force of repetition, there mult be ſome 
truth in the ſoft expreflions of a man of ſuch 


L. 2, rank 
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rank and vogue, ſhe concluded, others muſt have 
been blind to thoſe charms, he diſcerned. 


Unis point gaioed, her dread of future pun- 
iment was the ſecond; frequent opportunity of 
ſeeing the Duke ſoon diminiſhed thoſe ſcruples, 
and watchful of the moment, the horrid phantom 
was quickly diſpelled: uauſed to ſuch a preference, 
ſhe imputed it ſolely to the love ſhe had inſpired, 
and flutering herſelf his attachmeat would be laſt 
ing, regretted not the ſacrifice. 


* 


Taz Dulce, in his confe ſſions to his intimates, 
imparted that the firſt ſtep was the only difficulty to 
vanquiſh ; and this ſurmounted, he felt not the re- 
pugnance he had the idea of. But in this gratifica- 
tion did not conſiſt the end he had to attain, It 
was requiſite, notwithſtanding the ſecrecy enjoined 
and promiſed, the Duke ſhould have in his power 


to betray it, if impediments aroſe, to thoſe n.ect- 


ings, which this fucceſs was meant to facilitate. 


To this purpoſe, the Duke aſſured | er in writing, 
of his happineſs, and how fortunate he ſhould con- 
fider himſelf in its continuance. Proud of this ad- 
ditional mark of his attachment, ſhe in.mediately 
replied in terms no leſs paſſionate, and conſidering 


their 


3 
their views as eternally pledged, ſhe ſwore conſtant 
obedience. A midnight appointment was ſolicited, 
and as readily granted. 


MapzmotszTTE de Valois, nad regularly been 
apprized by the Duke. This was the moment that 
completed their wiſhes, Each manifeſted an impa- 
tience, to play their reſpective part in the ſcene, in- 
tended. The clock ſtrikes one, and the Duke pro- 
_ vided by Mademoiſelle Aimee with the key of the 
back ſtairs, preſents himſelf, Scarcely time is giv- 
en for the joy expreſſed, before Mademoiſelle de 
Valois appears in that inſtant; of earneſt ſolicitation, 
for the return of thoſe letters which Richelieu, with 
pain, was ſurrendering. 


ImacinaTIon could with difficulty point the 
confuſion and embarraſſment of the Duenna. The 
letters fall, and are ſeized. Mademoiſelle de Va- 
lois, indignant, declares that ſeeing the cauſe, her 


ſurprize is not excited by her neglect; that having 
ſummoned her attendance, ſeveral times by the 


ringing of her bell, ſhe had thought illneſs was the 
omiſſion ; which a favorable diſpoſition led her to 
aſcrrtain, by coming into her room at that time of 
the night, but with little expeAation of finding a 
man cloſetted; and ending her admonition, with a 


reference 
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reference to the written proofs ſhe holds, of the im- 
propriety of her conduct, ſhe declares feigning to 
leave the room, that the whole will be revealed to 
the Dutcheſs her Mother. 


Tzars of ſenſibility, regret, and apprehenſion 
choaked the poor Duenis's utterance, who only 
could in a faint voice ſipplicate her pardon, and ex- 
emption from abſolute ruin in the diſcovery medi- 
tated. Mademoiſclle de Valois appearing inexora- 
ble, the Duke furiouſly detaches himſelf from Ma- 
demoiſelle Aimee, exclaims ſo amiable and reſpecta- 
ble a woman ſhall not ſolely be devoted to ruin, and 
ruſhing vpon the former, forcibly carries her into 
the adjacent apartment. 


MaDeMoisELLz de Valois in equal confuſion, 
returns into the room ſhe had quitted, is loud in 
her lamentations, accuſing the Duenna of the cauſe 
of ſuch injurious treatment; Richelieu at her feet 
imploring her excuſe for his temerity, which the fa- 
tal impulſe of the moment alone had occaſioned, 
and all together forming a denoũement, that mutu- 
al conceſſion only could repair. The firſt emoti- 
ons ſubſiding, each engaged for their individual per- 


| formance, and the parties ſeparated, perfectly con- 


tent; the Duke renewing his vows to Mademoi- 


ſelle 


" 
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ſelle de Valois, which portion of his time, Made. 
moiſelle Aimee fondly had depended, would have 
Lcen devoted to her commands. 


Inis mode deviſed by the Duke and Ma- 
demoiſelle de Valois, proved of great conveni- 
ence to their attachment; and the gratitude he 
felt occasionally was demonſtrated, to the perſon, 
through whom, this facility was obtained. 


Tux regent, however, little addicted to jea- 
louſy, could 'not brook patiently, the continual ts 
obſtruction, he met in his purſuits from the Duke. A 
He complained of him, yet could not refrain ad- 1 
mitting him into his intimacy, from the gay and 4 1 
convivial turn, he poſſeſſed. His diſpleaſure 1 
nevertheleſs often broke out; engaged in a match ir 
at tennis one day with him, the ball truck into 48 
the Regent's eye, the pain was great, the game I 
w3s interrupted, and he loudly exclaimed he could 1 
never hope for good fortune, where that devil of 1 
a man was concerned. 1 1 a 


Tur Abbe Dubois, pretended to equal cauſe 


of vexation, Wherever his choice was fixed | | | 1 
the Duke perpetually was carrying off the prize, 1 
or preventing the Prelate's ſucceſs. The latter [ 1 


avoided him, as much as was poſſible, and ven- 
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ted his ill humor, in murmurings of no a- 
vail. 


Mapzxtorszl LE de Valois, drew the a:te ntion 
of her father, and fearful of the importuinty of bis 
ſolicitation., ſhe felt deeply afflicted. The Duke 
of Orleans, was a perſuaded, of his daughter's 
partiality to Richeheu; and concluding, ſuch a 
connection exiſted, it requit ed their prudence, 
with the aid of Mademoiicile Aimee, to uſe every 
future precaution, to eſcape detection. 


Tux Duke, at length, totally unmindful of e- 
very reſpect, due to the regent, puſhed his audacity 
ſo far, as to carry away, from an entertainment, 
given at Auteuil, La Souris, a handſome young 
woman, to whom, it was known, he was partial, 
and defrayed the expence of her eſtabliſhment. 


Tus Duke of Orleans, betrayed no ſymptom 
of diſpleaſure cn this occafion. He treated, the 
levity manifcſted, with too much diſdain to notice 
it. Still, the Chronicle of that Ara records, that 
he was not ſorry, of an opportunity, of puniſhing 


the Duke, afforded him, in the diſcovery of the 


Prince del Cellamare's conſpiracy, Ambaſſador from 
Spain, in which, it was ſuppoſed, Richelieu, had 
become a party. Albtron, whoſe gens had ele- 


vated 


1 

vated him to ſuch eminence, in Spain, was reſolved 
to add to the brilliancy, of his political reputation 
by effecting a revolution, of which; few could have 
entertained the idea of. Riſen from a cvracy, to 
the direction of the Spaniſh Monarchy, he manag- 
ed its Government with vigor and ability, under 
Philip V. a Prince, as indolent as incapable 
and delegating to his miniſter, abſolute power. 
This prelate, haughty and imperious, and equally, 
as diffatisfied, with the regent of France, as with 
George I. of England, planned at one ſtroke; 
to dethrone them both. 

To carry, this ſcheme into execution, the 
Ambaſſador at Paris, had orders to concert mea- 
ſures, and unite to the views of Spain, all thoſe 
diſſaffected to the Duke's regency. Matters how- 
ever, were not ripe enough to commence; but 
England, having began the war, intercepted and 
beaten the fleet which was going to the ſuccour of 
the army in Sicily, and threatened by France, he 
ſaw heſitation was uteleſs, and peremptorily ordered 
the Ambaſſador to ſpring the mine. 


Taz Prince de Cellamare, poſſeſſing a thorough 
knowledge of mankind, was fully ſatisfied that the 


deſire of novelty in ſome, and of hatred to the 
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regent's Government in others, would bring over a 
powerful party to his ſupport; and in this he was 
not deceived. He propoſed, in contequence, ſeiz- 


ing the regent's perſon, when repairing to St. Cloud 
unattended, to d ſſipate the eveningwith his miſtreſſ- 


es and favorites; and nothing but a want of com- 


mon diſcretion in the Ainballador's Secretary, pre- 
vented his mutter, effecting this meaſure. This 
Secretary was to ſup at the houſe of a celebrated 
Courtezan (La Fillon,) where having been waited 
for, he excuſed himſelf by mentioning, his delay 


had proceeded from an anxiety to cloſe diſpatches 


for Spain; which the Abbe Porto Carrero, nephew 


to the Cardinal of that name, and Momteleon, fon of 
the Spaniſh Ambaſſador in England, were entruſted, 
and had ſet out with. 


La Fillon, as others of her claſs in Paris, was 
in the good graces and pay of the regent. She con- 
ceived this intelligence might be of importance, and 
haſtened with its communication. The regent al- 
ready harboring ſuſpicions of the Ambhailador's 
conduct, expedited a courier with orders to over- 
take, ſtop, and ſearch the travellers and their papers. 
The Ambaſſador, adviſed in time, of the meaſure 
adopted by the regent, concluded his icheme was 
fruſtrated, and immediately burning thoſe papers 


of 
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of ſerious moment, prepared a ſtrong remonſtrance 
to the purport of reclaiming ſuch as had been ſeized. 
His memorial met with no attention. He was or- 
dered to confine himſelf to his Hotel, where a 
guard was placed; and thence transferred to Blois, 
from whence he was allowed to depart for Spain, 
on the arrival in France, of the Duke de St. Aignan, 
who had been Ambaſſador at that Court. 


Or all thoſe engaged in the plot, the Abbe 
Brigaut, was the perſon for whoſe ſafety the Am- 
baſſador was moſt anxious. He had been the car- 
rier of the different papers to thoſe intereſted in 
their peruſal; in vain, did the Ambaſſador, on 
the firſt alarm being given, ſend him one hundred 


Louis, with his beſt horſe, to accelerate his flight. 


He was made a priſoner between Nemours and 
Montargis. 

Tus news ſoon reached the capital. Thoſe, 
participating in the plot, apprehended with reaſon, 
their names being inſerted at full length in the lift 


of conſpirators. The baſtille was adding daily to 


her number. The Dutcheſs of Maine, affected a 
tranquillity of mind, widely differing from her in- 
ward anxiety. Sceaiix, her country houſe, had 
been a rendezyous, where the confpirators aſſemb- 
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ted; and although they only repaired there under co- 
ver of the night, and diſguiſed, ſtill it was poſſible, 
they might have been known. 


Hex fears proved not without foundation, an 
order was ĩſſued for the arreſt of herſelf, her huſ- 
band, the two Princes, their ſons, and one daugh- 
ter. The Regent's mandate was ſignified to her at 
Sceiux, and conveyed her to the citadel of Dijon. 
The warrant was ferved on the Duke, at Paris, the 
2gth December, 1718, where he was detained in 
confinement. The Prince de Dombe, with his 
brother the Count D'eu, were baniſhed to the city 
of D'eu; Mademoiſelle du Maine, to the con vent of 
the viſitation at Chaillot; and the Cardinal de Po- 
lignac, an intimate of the family and principal ac- 
tor, to his Abbey in Flanders; circumſtances, clear- 
ly denoting, from the diſtance of their reſpective ſi- 
tuations, that the hope of unravelling the whole of 
the plot, was not reſted in the principles, but in 
their abettors. 


Tux Dutcheſs of ***, informed amongſt the firſt 
of the order given, relative to the Spaniſh Ambaſſa- 
dor, ſent the immediate intelligence to the Duke 
of Richelieu. Her friendſhip joined to a ſenſe of 
the Duke's animoſity againſt the regent, and of his 


enterprizing 
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enterprizing ſpirit, capable of giving into undertak- 
ings the moſt deſperate, led her, (without a know- 
ledge of his being concerned init) to uſe this pre- 
caution , Which , from the reſult, diſplayed the 
ſtrer gth oi her judgement. 


Tux Duke, having refuſed his aſſent to the 
firſt propoſals made, had in the end ſuffered his 
name to be enrolled, through the perſuaſion of Al- 
beroni, who fully acquainted with his activity of 
mind, and capacity to execute, inſtructed the Am- 
baffador to employ every means to gain him. 
Richelieu, however truſted, as he had ſigned no 
paper, proofs would be inſufficient regarding him, 


and viewing, in a precipitate flight the direct avow- 


al of his guilt, he preferred remaining on the ſpot, 
with the riſk of hazarding his liberty, to that of 
quitting the kingdom, which muſt infallably have 
pronounced him criminal. An order from the 


Tux Abbe Dubois, to whom was confided 
the execution of this order, delighted in the op- 
portunity of humiliating a man, whoſe preference 
to him had been odious, and accordingly had it 
enforced, by a train of the loweſt officers attach- 


ed 
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ed to the Police. They conducted the Duke into 
one of the moſt loathſome priſons in the Baſtille, 


and it was currently reported, the forfeit of his 


' head would be required. The Regent, felt 


alſo the pleaſure of removing a rival, ſo conſtant- 


ly impeding his purſuits; bleſſed however with a- 


good heart, his diſlike or prejudice was never laſt- 
ing, and in favor of a man whoſe company he 


enjoyed, and whom he conſidered not very crimi- 
nal, he ſoon relaxed in his reſentment. 


MADEMO1SELLE de Valois, alarmed by ſome 
hints dropped by her mother, of what was medi- 
rating againſt the Duke, conveyed him previous 
notice, by an expreſs to that purport. The 
meſſenger arrived in time; but the Duke's reſolu- 
tion was fixed, to meet with patience and fortitude, 


what he diſregarded, as of no conſequence. Not 


acquainted with his ſentiments, ſhe was impreſſed 
with every poſſible anxiety for his ſafety ; and theſe 
apprehenſions were truly encreaſed, when ſhe 
heard of his being arreſted, and was informed of 


a letter having fallen into the hands of his enemy, 
Dubois, written to the Duke, by Alberoni. 


RicHeEL1Evu had been in treaty for the purchaſe 
of the King's regiment, from Mons, De Nangis, 


but 
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but his offer having been rejected, or then found 
impracticable, he had remained at the head of the 
regiment bearing his name. This regiment was in 
garriſon, at Bayonne ; and in his command of it, 
he had attained ſuch a popularity with the officers 
and ſoldiers, that to a man, they felt the utmoſt 
devotion for his perſon. The other corps that ſer- 
ved in tkis garriſon, was commanded by a Colonel, 
named Du Saillant, equally beloved and reſpected; 
and the Duke and him, being united in friendſhip, 
the former might have relied, from the diſpoſition 
of both corps, on the moſt implicit obedience to 
his wiſhes. 

Ir ręſted wich them alone, to open that key of 
the kingdom, to the Spaniards ; and Alberoni, 
ſenſible of the importance of this object, had ſig- 
nified his reliance on the Duke, for the execution 
of this ſervice. This letter was intercepted, and of 
irſelf, was proof ſufficient with Dubois, of the 
Duke being acceſſory to the plan propoſed. 


Tux Commiſſaries, inſtructed to inveſtigate, 
were, D'Argenſon, Keeper of the Seals; Le Blanc, 
Secretary of State, and Dubois. Madame de Staal, 


a friend of the Dutcheſs du Maine, and involved 


L 89 ] 


in her diſgrace, was a priſoner likewiſe, in the 
= Baſtille. She was a woman of great talents ant 
$ wit, and humourouſly, (when the doors of the priſon 
jp were thrown open to admit this delegated trio of 
= judges), compared them to the three judges of 
1 bell —Eacus, Minos, and Rhadamanchus. 


„ % 


| ForTUNATELY, the papers ſeized from the 
1 Abbe Porto Carrero, did not inculpate ſeriouſly the 

| conſpirators. They manifeſted a zeal in the Am- 
baſſador, accompanied with great dependance, and 
general promifes. The Duke du Maine, of whoſe 
participation in the plan, the publie could not 
doubt, as ſo intimately connected with his and the 
Dutcheſs* wiſhes, had been cautious enough to 
evade the direct proof of guilt, and the Miniſtry 
[4 were baffled in their endzavours to ſubſtantiate the 
Y accuſation. The Regent, inſenſible to every other 
purſuir, than his pleaſures, innately mild and good 
natured, was excited to ſeverity, by the Miniſters 


of his government. It extended however, only, 
where the guilt was fully eſtabliſned, and, in the 
ſufferers of this detected conſpiracy, three or four 
s perſons in Brittany, were thoſe alone, who expiated 
their treaſon, by a juſt forfeiture of their lives. 
Other Princes, armed with the ſovereign power, 
might not have been ſo lenien*, 
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Tux regent, bore a perſonal ani moſity to Al- 
beroni—yet his revenge was manly. It was direc- 
ted to an immediate declaration of war with that 
kingdom,of which he held the reins ; and his Miniſ- 
ſter Dubois, was happy in ſupporting a mcalute of 
this tendeney. His devotion to the Engli.a w..- no 


torious, and the price of his acquieſceac* t G ge 


the Firſt's views, was fixed, to be an annuyl pe ſion 
of forty thouſanl Pounds Sterling. This cocubi- 


ning, with the regent's deſire to avenge the inſult of- 


fered, ſecured the co-operation of France with Eng- 
land in a war, impolitic and deſtructive to the former. 


Tux Duke of Richelieu, fa vourite of the gra- 
ces, in a Court where their influence ſo much prevai - 
led, and the idol of the ſex, he adored, could not be 
in great apprehenſion that his confinement would be 
of long duration. Effectively, Mademoiſclle de Charo- 
lois, with her Couſin de Valois, however rivals in 
affection, united their interpoſicion, to accelerate 
his delivery. They fuſpended in this moment, an 
in 7eteracy, which had broken out in the moſt ma- 
lcious ſquibs and bitter ſatires, to vie with each 
ocher in endeavars to procure the releaſe of their 
beloved object. Mademoiſelle de Valois, had been 
informed, that, during the Duke's conſinement in 
ths Bulille, for his Duel with the Count de N ace, 
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her couſin had found means to penetrate in its re- 
ceſs, and ſhe wiſhed for a guide to conduct her to 


ſimilar interviews; and Mademoiſelle de Charolois, 


equally ſenſible of her couſin's aſcendancy on the 
mind of her father, ſaw how much a mutual and 


well concerted harmony would tend, to their reci- 

procal advantage on this occafion. Money in 

1718, retaining the ſame value as it he Id in 1716, 
was determined to be employed to a fimilar intent. 

De Launay, then Governor of the Priſon, corrup- 
ted by the influence of Mademoiſelle de Valois' 
Bank Notes, obtained from her father's liberality, 
clandeſtinely admitted the entrance of theſe Princeſſ- 
es, introducing them to the Duke's cell. 


INDEPENDENT of the pleaſure their preſence 
inſpired Richelieu with, he derived from their atten- 
tion additional comfort in his fituation. They 
brought into the priſon every thing that could con- 
duce to ſoften therigour of his confinement. Thanks 
and proteſtations were exchanged; and the thoughts 
of his being a priſoner were diſpelled, till the neceſſity 
of his viſitors departing, convinced him of the hor- 
rors of his ſolitude. 


Is this little council was debated and determi- 
ned, the province of cach, to accompliſh the end in 


view, 


; 
ö 
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view, Mademoiſelle de Va lois took upon herſelf to 
reiterate her ſolicitationsto her father, whom earneſt 
prayer and importunity, it was hoped, would induce 
at len gth, to aſſent. 


Tux ladies retiring, promiſed to repeat their vi- 
ſits, and it was ſettled between them, that according 
to the joint intereſt which had cauſed the baſis of 
their union, neither ſhould endeavour to ſee the Duke 
apart. This unpleaſant article each ſought to elude» 
and a diſcovery occurring, they ſuppreſſed their re- 
ſentment, to continue in an unremitted exertion, of 
the principal point yet to be attained. A ray of 
hope and of ſpeedy realization, redoubled their en- 
treaties. The regent granted liberty to the Gover. 


nor, to transfer his priſoner toa better apartment, and 
permitted alſo of his walking an hour or two, on the 


ramparts. 
Tux news of this indulgence ſpreading abroad, 
the ſtreet of St. Antoine was crouded with carriages, 


at the hour it was known, the priſoners to whom 


ſuch condeſcenſion extended, generally appeared to 
breathe the freſh air. The Duke had the ſatisfacti- 


on of ſeeing that his confinement was noticed by his 
friends, and the Ladies in particular, gave every 
ſign from their carriages, how much they deplored, 
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taat a man ſo eſſential to their ſociety, ſhould have 
been forced from them. The Duke ſhewed as far 


as geſture could expreſs, a ſenſe of their attention. 


Is proceſs of rime, the parties by mutual ſigns, 
fixed a language, conveying a comprehenſion of ſe. 
veral very expreſſive ſentences. Such as, „ am 
firm in my attachment,“ ebe you conſtant in your's,” 
© the regent continues obſtinate, no danger how- 
ever exiſts, but every ſorrow to us from the privati- 
on of your agrezable company, &c. &c. 


Tux carriage of his friend the Dutcheſs of““ o, 
never miſſed ranging in the proceſſion. Unac- 
quainted with the nature of the Regent's ſentiments, 
her fears were great. She thought the beheading 
of him was reſolved, and ſuch an idea bereft her al- 
moſt of exiſtence. 


Tux Princeffes who had paved their way to 


bim, in a more effectual manner, never were ſeen 


mixing with the crowd; and as their attachment 


. cou'd not be doubted, they ſuffered the reproach 


of inſenſibility, from their apparent neglect. 


Morus having elapſed, and no proſpect of 
a termination, the Duke's ſpirits began to fail, 
notwuhſtanding the frequent viſits he received from 


the 
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the Princeſſes, each of which viſits materially 
improved the ſagacious Governor's revenue. His 
exactions were in proportion to the favor granted, 
and bad it not been for the exceſſive partiality, 
of the father to his daughter, the Regent muſt 
have been impreſſed, that a certain reaſon exiſted, 


to occaſion ſuch prodigality of money in Made- 
moitelle de Valois. 


Tuts young Lady's ſituation was deſerving 


of compaſſion. The P egent, ſenſible of che paſ- 
ſionate defire ſhe entertained for the Duke's en- 
largement, annexed a condition, ſuch as could 
not well be ſappoſed. Scruples arofe, and the com- 
bat excited in her mind, for ſometime prevailed. 
The Duke's liberation however being the alterna. 
tive, ſhe conſented i the ſacrifice, and even impar- 


ted it to him, with all the remorſe ſhe felt in ac- 
ceding. 


Tux regent was exact in the performance of 
his word. The priſon doors were chrown open; 


but as the Duke's preſence at court, would till be 
obnoxious, he ordered his retiring to Charenton. 
Another Lettre de Cachet exiled him to St. Ger- 
main en Laye,where in thepreciſe limits of that place, 
narrow in its extent, he was compelled, by obedi- 


ence 
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ence to abſolute power, to confine himſelf for the 
ſpace of three months. 


Is all probability, other ſucceſſive lettres d- 
cachzt would have been ifſued, transferring him 
from place to place, a miſerable object of the laſſi- 
tude he endured, in being ſeparated from that capi- 
tal, the centre of his pleaſure and attraction, had not 
Mademoiſelle de Valois' marriage, with the Duke 
of Modena, fortunately at that moment, been pro- 
jected. This ſincere friend, attached her conſent, 
to an excluſive pardon and liberation being accord- 
ed the Duke ; and in which condition, ſhe ſucceed- 
ed. | 

Bzrors this Princeſs quitted the kingdom, 
Richclieu had frequent opportunities to pour forth 
his graritude, and the moments they enjoyed, were 
ſuch as the ſincerity of attachment alone creates. 
They parted, not without regret, and the Princeſs 
obtained readily his promiſe, of viſiting her in her 
principality. Unhappily for this amiable pair, the 
Duke of Modena, ſoon after his marriage, was ſa- 
tisfied of the attachment that had reigned between 
them, and reſolved to obſtruct or fruſtrate their fu- 
ture meetings. | | 
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CHAP, VII. 


DEATH OF MADAME DE MAINTENON,—OF THE DUTCHESS 
OF BERRY,-DISGRACE OF CARDINAL ALBERONI. 


Is this year, 1719, died at St. Cyr, on the 
15th of April, Madame de Maintenon, in a very 
advanced age, Her apparent piety in erecting 
this religious foundation, obtained her the regret 
and bountiful praiſe of thoſe, admitted to partake 
of its benefit. Her age, and that religious turn, 


which had cauſed ſuch detriment, when ſhe direc- 


ted the operations of Government, had acquir- 
ed her, both reſpect and veneration. Confined 
to this cloyſter, and not commanding the ſu- 


bordination 
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bordination of any perſon to its dictates, it met that 
applauſe natural to the narrow iphere in which 
it was diſplayed and profeſſed. She left the world 
with a mind compoſed and beloved, ſatisfied in her 
dying moments, that ſhe had been inſtrumental to 
the ſalvation of Lewis XIV. by perſuading him 
into the meaſure of extirpating hereſy from his 
kingdom, and of countenancing only thoſe of the 
true catholic faith. If a doubt had aſſailed her con- 
ſcience, at this moment, of its rectitude; the confeſ- 
ſors, to whom their baniſhment was pleaſing, would 
have reconciled her's as they did the — to its 


ſanctified propriety. 


Mapauz de Berry, only ſurvived her a few 
months—She expired a martyr, at a very early pe- 
rod, to the diſſolute life ſhe had led. The regent, 
who had too much participated in it, felt too late the 
regret; and on thoſe to whom he had before been 


indifferent, he exerciſed, at her death, an unmerited 


ſeverity.— This Princeſs Maid of Honor was baniſli- 
ed, and the Count de Riom obliged, after abdicating 
his government of Meũdon, and other public em- 
ployments be held, ta repair and join the army in 
Spain, 
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Tax loſs of this Princeſs coſt no tear to the 
nation, not even vas the ſenſibility excited, of thoſe, 
ho had been favored by her. Abandoned to the 


greateſt irregularity, and of a malicious diſpoſicion, 


ſhe had not made one friend. Her maxim was, 
tea life no matter how ſhort, provided every enjoy- 
ment was reaped.” In this, ſhe was indulged, for 
her career was ended in the flower of her age. The 
public, indignant at her exceſſcs, conſidered her 


premature death, as a puniſhment of heaven. 


Tuts was the reign, for adventurers, (men of 
no pretenſions,) to ſucceed in Spain; ſons of coach= 
men and gardeners, were Cardinals, and at the head 
of the Church.—In France, thoſe iffuing from 
apothecary's and goldſmich's ſhops, were at the 
head of the Government. Such were Dubois and 


Law, the one Comptroller General, the other Cardi - 


nal. Fortune alſo in her caprice enacted that reli- 
gion ſhould bear a part in their advancement. Law 
renounced Calviniſm, when Dubois was conſecrated 
Archbiſhop. The public were not dupe; perfect- 
y acquainted with the nature of theſe men, ſhe 
zuftly conceived that theſe outward ceremonies, 
wouid neither tend to make the one a good Catho- 
lie, or the other a devout Biſhop. 
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Ox x of theſe men elevated to ſuch eminence 
io the Church, early in his political career was ſacri- 
ficed—this was Alberoni, who could not ſtem the 
torrent of diſpleaſure engendered againſt his admi- 
nitration, by France, Germany, and England uni- 
ted. His plan againſt the Regent having been 
averted, he could no Jonger flatter the Queen of 
Spain, in the hope ſhe had entertained of reigning 
in France. This expectation ceaſing, his fervices 
were ſoon forgotten. He fell a victim to political 
conhderation, as no tie of gratitude, in ſuch an ex- 
alred being exiltcd any longer, than he could be 
rendered uſeful ; this faithful ſervant of the Queen, 


to whoſe will he had been devoted, received an 


unexpected mandate to quit Spain in two days, 
without taking leave of either the King or Queen, 
or permiſſion allowed even to addreſs them in wri- 
ung. 


Tuts man diſplayed in his adminiſtration ve- 
ry {uperior ability. Nature, however unuſual with 


thote of his extraction, had endowed him with 


great force of genius, which in its progreſs equal- 


led the capacity conferred by the moſt refined and 


cultivated education. In the ſhort period of his 


governmen: 


. 9-3 


government he had ſhewn that Spain, if well ad- 
miniſtered, muſt bear a very conſiderable proporti- 
on in the ſcale of the balance of power; he adopt- 
ed for his model the ſyſtem of Cardinal de Ri- 
chelieu, but the latter's ſway was exerciſed under 
a different maſter, and times, vzrying in their ſi- 
militude. Richelieu only refigned with his laſt 
breath the reins of Governmeat. Alberom, 
to whom the ſame conſideration was due, as long 
as the ſceptre remained, in the hands of thole who 
had felt its importance during his adminiſtration, 
was diſmiſſed through the weakneſs and diſappoint- 
ment of a woman, rather than exiled from any 
miſconduct in his public ficuation. He traverſed 


France after leaving Spain, accompanied by an 


officer, whom the Regent had directed to watch, 


and aitend on his perſon. Genoa, refuſed him an 


aſylum Rome interdicted his approach in her com- 


munity. Thus baffled, in his intentions to ſettle 


for the remainder of his life, he diſguiſed him- 


ſelf and for ſometime ſought refuge in the Empe- 
ror's dominions. Diiven to this vagrant ſtate, he 
received and accepted with joy the Pope's ſum- 


mons to become his legate in Romagna. Such 


is the viciſſitude of this world. 


O. 2. CHAP. VIII. 


LAWS SYSTEM,— ATTACHMENTS OF RICHELIEU TO THE 
 DUT”HESSES OFVILLEROL, AND DE DURAS—H1I3 RECEPTs 


ION AND ADM SSION AS 4 MEMBER OF THE FRENCH 
ACADEMT. 


J on Law, a native of Scotland, exiled from his 
country, took refuge firſt in Italy, thea in France. 


Poſſeſſed of conſiderable addreſs, he ſucceeded in 
perſuading the regent to embrace a project he 
had devized of eſtabliſhing a general Bank. How- 
ever the propoſal had been rejec' ed in thoſe ſtates 
he had quitted;——novelty, and that diſcredit to 


which 
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which the paper in currency and the ſtate ſecuri. 
ties, iſſued for the debts of Lewis XIV. had 


fallen, operated to favor this new experiment. On 
theſe, an immoderate diſcount prevailed whiiſt on 


the ſtock of the Bank a conſiderable premium aroſe. 


The public were the viftims of this deception, the 
ſtate was enriched and freed from the debrs, ſhe 
had contracted, by the redemprion of the former pa- 
per at the loſs it bore, the trealury excharging for 
it theſe notes of ideal an] arbitrary value. The 
property of individuals, funk in two thirds of its 


amount. The rage for this ſpeculation was ex- 


ceflive, and in the expectations of the encreafing 
riſe of agio,was every thought directed. The regent 
initiated into its myſtery, ſuffered its generation, 


perfectly indifferent to the many fortunes that would 
be involved in its abyſs. 


A GENERAL phrenzy reigned—The deſire 
of rapidly accumulating immenſe riches, pervaded 
every deſcription of people in the capital, and ex- 
tended its baneful effects throughout the country. 
Paris was overrun by citizens crouding from all 


parts; no claſs of people were exempred; the price 


of this fictitious ſtock filled every mouth, and ſuſ- 


pended, the artiſts', labourer's and manufacturer's 
employments. 


Tur 
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Tx luxury diſplayed by Lews XIV. had 
hitherto been confined to the capital and the 
reſidence of the court. But thoſe attracted by the 
magnificence he had diſplayed in his buildings, 
and conceiving the riches they had acquired as in- 
exhauſtible, raiſed palaces on their eſtates to vie in 
grandeur with the Monarchs. 


Ax end to this illuſion was inevitable. On 
the 21ſt of May, 1720, an edi of government 
reduced, theſe actions de Banque or ſtock, to one 
half of their value. This was the reſult of Law's 
fallacy, in which the regent joined to delude the 
nation. Such reduction was the natural effect of 
the quantity of paper circulated, which amounting 
by the calculation made to double the amount of 
the currency in the kingdom, could otherwiſe not 
have retained any ſterling value—a general bank- 
ruptcy occurred, for the diſaſter was indefinite; 
clamours aroſe againſt the projector ; the regent, 
on the fiſt emotions of diſcontent , tried to ap- 
peaſe by pledging himſelf for his exile; theſe, time 
having diſpelled, the promiſe was forgotten; Law 
was reinſtated, and the multitude were told that 
his financial abilities could alone repair the loſs 


luſtained. Accordingly, they ſubmitted with 


equal 


: 
17 
: 
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equal eaſe to another edict, prohibiting any indivi- 
dual from narbouring in his houſe, more than five 
hundred livres in ſpecie. The parliament, whoſe 
good will he ad courted, when intent on reclaim- 
ing his rights and whom, for this ſupport, he had 
rehabilitated in the right and exerciſe of the privi- 
ledge of remonſtrating againſt the ſovereign will, no 
longer, was an object of attention, than the neceſ- 
ſity of their ſapport exiſted. He treated them as 


his predeceſſors, veſted with kingly authority, had 


done, and in a fimilar contemptuous manner ſigned 
his mandatory letters, exiling them to Pontoiſe.— 
In eight ſucceſſive months three ard thirty edicts 
appeared, proceeding from the wiſdom of the 
council unim peded in its deliberations. Theſe 
were, enacting an arbitrary valuation on gold, on 
filver, jewels, limiting the quantity of plate, aug- 
menting occaſtonally the value of the ſtock, then 


debaſing it, facilitating the means of iplitting it 


into ſhares ; preſcribing the mode of this operati- 


on, transferring, regiſtering, and finally detailing 
the ſimple one, how accounts with the bank were 
to be held and ſpecified. Such futile attempts 
could not palliate the ſevere blow given.—Miſery 
and lamentation was univerſal, and to thus general 


misfortune, 
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misfortune, the kingdom felt, was, to he regretted 
other calamities. At Marſeilles, the plague had 


cauſed great deſolation, and half of the town of 


Rennes was deſtroyed by fire. Theſe accumulated 
evils, were enough to fink every reſource which 
the kingdom internally yielded, and long did France 
groan from their effect. Nevertheleſs, the author 


of theſe diſaſters was to exerciſe the benefits of 


protection. The regent inſenſible to the people's 
cries, from the miſery he had enacted, by the intro- 
duRion of his pernicious ſcheme, permitted his 
quitting the kingdom without moleſtation. 


Tux Duke of Richelieu, enjoying an immenſe 
income from the revenue of his entailed eſtates, had 
not plunged, ſo as to affect him, into this viſionary 


ſcheme : occupied in the pleaſure of contemplating 


his agreeable tranſition, from the dungeons of the 
Baſtille to the diſſipation of a Court, he ſoon renew- 
ed thoſe purſuits, which a confinement had given a 
new zeſt to, and confoling himſelf with the loſs cf 
Mademoiſelle de Valois, become Dutcheſs of Mo- 
dena, he ſought other objects worthy of his attention, 
preſcribing an entire excluſion to ſuch to whom it 
was notorious the regent vas attached; his ſecluſion 
from the world, had effected this refora:, and rein- 


ſtated 
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ſtated in the Regent's favor, he reſolved not to give 
freſh umbrage. Mademoiſelle de Charolcis, valued 
herſelf on this change in his deportment, and his at. 
tachment to that Lady for ſome time appeared unri. 


Tux Dutcheſs of ***, ever indulgent and 
eſteeming the Duke notwichſtanding his levity, was 
conſtant in her friendſhip, and became the perſon in 
whom he alone confided. She had of late dedica- 
ted much of her time to the country, and Nantes 
was the place where Richelieu often repaired to ſo- 
lace in ſuch enjoyment. In this charming retreat, 
he was ſure of meeting a conſtant afſembly of agree- 
able women, and this was enough to induce his reſi · 


_ dence. 


Is this circle he had the pleaſure of firſt ſeeing 
the young Marchioneſs ot Duras, ſhe was hand - 
ſome, gay, ſprightly, and much attached to her hul. 
band. The latter, a ſtranger to her charms, neglect- 
ed the opportunity that offered of conjugal felicity, he 


ſuffered the addreſſes of others to intervene, and when 


too late, was convinced of the fatal error, he had 


committed. 


P. Tux 
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Mother of the Mareſchal de Duras, who died in 2789. 
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Trex Duke, fixed at that period by Madame de 
Vi leroi, was however not inſenſible to the young 
Marctl-tonefs, and in the abſcnce of the former, was 
protiife of his attentiou. She was pleaſed in obſerv- 
ing the impieſſion, ſhe had made. Her innocent 
mind diew a dangerous contraſt between an abient 
an.l in liſferent huſband, and an amia ble lover at her 
fert. The ſentiments of cſteem ſoon yielded to a 
are pallionate attachment, and a ſuſceptibility of 
j «louly, from his preferepcę to Madame de Ville- 
roi, ſoon created the intention of ſupplanting her ri- 
val. 


Tar Duke, peifedly verſed in che conduct he 
hal to obſerve, profited of the former, only by fre- 
quent excurſions to Paris; and if che object for theſe 


jJoucneys could have been doubted, Madame D' g- 


mont on a viit to the Dutcheſs of“, elucidated the 


m ſtery. She declaed having ſeen him in atten» 
da cc on the Dutcheſs, at the (era, at Madame de 
Viilir's, at her ficher in law's, the Maeſchal de Vil- 
I. ros; and added, it was an attachment, proclaimed 


in all Pauls. 


Every word was a dagger in the heart of the 
tender Marchioneſs. She concluded, herſelf, was 
not the ſole object of his attachment, and that thoſe 
proteſtations ſhe received, were often the portion of 


another. Such a thought diſtreſſed her. She could 
OP | not 


| 
| 
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not b2ar, notwithſtanding the eonviction, to deem 
han infacere. She knew Madame de Ville, 


an i in thoſe moments of unpleaſing reflection, ſhe 
felt her rival's ad vantage, and deteſting the means 
ſhe had employed, deſpaired, that herſelf could cap- 
tvate, After indulging in this melancholy, hope 
re.ivel; ſh2ſiw her own accompliſhments in a new 
I'c.ht, and reſolved to diſplay them, with a view of 
lecu:ingth2 wanderer. 


Tux Marchioneſs” ſentimen's did not eſcape 
te penetration of th2 Dutcheſs of *, who anxi- 
on that her young frien ] ſhould eva le the bare, 
herſelt had fallen into, repreſented Richelicu, in his 
true colors. Unfortunately, the picture, preſented 
to her imagination, was too late to divert the ef- 
f:&, the original had made. The Dutcheſs , 
liw her precautions, however fincere, ought to 
havebeen more early ; and far from being excited by 
any motive of jealouſy, accuſtomed herſelf to ſee with 
complacerice this additional rival, in the perſon of 
her young friend. 


Tarsz amiable women, feeling the ſincereſt 
attachment to each other, the! Marchioneſs dif- 
cloled her danger of ſuccumbing; and the Dutcheſs 
of *, uſed every perſuaſion poſſible, to retard, 
at leaſt her inevitable deſtiny, 
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Bur Richelieu ſoon diſcerned the agitation of 
the Marchioneſs' mind, and was fully perſuaded 
that an opportunity alone was wanting to ſubduc 
that reſtraint which prevailed. 


EFerzcTivELy, the chimney having taken fire 
on e night, alarmed the whole of the Ladies inha- 
buing the Caſtle ; the Marchioneſs de Duras, appear- 
ing to teſtify the molt apprehenſion, the Duke 
arrived that evening from Paris, and however f- 
tigued with his journey, ſhewed uncommon aſſidui- 
ty in endeavoring to diſpel the terror, this acci- 
dent had created. 


Tu Marchioneſs, incommoded trom the anxie- 
ty her ſpirits had undergone, retired ſooner than 
uſual to her apartment. The Duke's politeneſs 
accompanied, and the Marchioneſs however deter- 
mined to reſiſt his importunities, was obliged, from 
deference to Etiquette at that moment, to admit 
the perſon ſo inſtrumental in her recovery. Com- 
pliments ſucceeded; inclination prevailed—he preſſ- 
ed to ſtay; but the Marchioneſs collected from 


her ſurprize, rejected the offer, and he fought conſo- 
lation in the company of the Dutcheſs of . 


Tux Marchioneſs intimidated in the courſe of 
the preceding evening, felt on the next day thoſe 


teruples 


[109 J 
ſcruples obviated. Having enjoyed one interview 
with the Duke, ſhe looked for others; and fearful» 
by her refuſal of continuing the viſit, ſo long as his 


wiſhes had led him to expect, that ſhe had diſpleaſed 
him; ſhe was ſolicitous of an explanation. 


R1icHEL1Ev, on the contrary, wiſhed for none 
at that moment, and was proof againſt every allure- 
ment.— He withdrew to his apartment, and preſented 
himſelf only the next evening to excule his inatten- 
tion. He was eaſily forgiven, and to facilitate future 
interviews, it was devized that the perſon who atten- 


ded the Marchioneſs ſhould be removed. 


HERSELF, a novice in theſe matters, could not 
find any mode to anſwer the end wiſhed; but Riche- 
lieu fertile in expedient, ſoon perſuaded her to give 
out, that her woman diſturbed her repoſe, from a 
propenſity to walking in her ſleep, which had often 
been the cauſe of exceeding alarm to the Marchio- 
neſs, but which her goodneſs and partiality had for- 
given. 


Is vain the poor girl, proteſted her repoſe was 
In her idea never diſquicted ; expreſſing her ſorrow 
for the trouble occaſioned, and actually raking to 
heart having diſtu. bed her Miſtreſs, that tl. latter 
was obhge d to comfort her by prelents, and an aſſu- 


rance, 
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rance her mind was incapable of prejudice, for a 
misfortune it was out of her power to reinedy; but 
which, her friend, the Dutcheſs of, would; by 


the kindneſs of conſigning her to a diftart opart- 


ment, into which ſhe was in future to retire, at the 
hours of reſt. 


Taz Duke, having ſecured the attachment of 
Madame de Duras, was in momentary expect tion 
of a meſſage from Madime de Villeroi. The 
inſtant of M. de Villerai's abſence was the ſi ane 
fixed for their meeting. La Foſſe, a ſervant uf u 
Duke's, and of great confidence, arrives at Man- 
tes, with a bi let, denoting a haſty ſummons. Ri- 
chelieu, unprepared for fo ſperdy an event, thinks 
of feigning ſickneſs ; but recollecting how this pre- 
text had in his attachment wich the Princeſ of **2; 
ſubjected him to her importunate attentions, d ead- 
ed he ſhould alike be compelled to yield to the 
fame martyrdom ; and calling to his iniud the ſeri- 


ous illneſs of Le Marquis de Dangeau, he abruptly 


took leave, to prelent himlelt at the academy, for 
the apparent vacancy. | 


A Re$0LUTION 10 worthy of himſelf, was ap - 
plauded by the Marchionels. In the hope of his ele- 
vation, {he felt the dignity of her choice; and readi- 


ly 


_ 
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ly yielded an aſſent, which had a very different 
motive, to the oſtenſible one profeſſed. 


Ricurriku flew to the appointment indicat- 
e1 ; and the puties, a vailed themſclves f the pre- 
ſ nt lib-rtr, afforded mutual inclinations, to com- 
penſus fo: a levere reſtraint, they had endured, im- 
poſed by the unremitted vigilance of Monſieur de 
Villeror. 


Mane Mo1tLLE de Charolois, overjoyed with 
his ret11in, uu ie her intention of dancing with 
him, at a bal given by the Court; and to one ap- 
p2intinent, another ſucceeded; but amidſt this ca- 
reer, Richelieu was not inſenſible to the pu:ſuir of 
ambition. Aged only twenty-four years, he aſpired 
in earneſt to be a candidate, for the firſt vacant 
place in the academy. The name he bore certaii.- 
ly facilitated his admiſſion. Deſcended from the 
Hunde of that reſpectable inſtitution, he t' ovght 
the aca:lemicians, might venture a ſlep in his favor · 
His individual pretenſions were limited, to his be- 
ing a Nobleman of great figure and high birth, and 
endowed with plealantry of converſation, wit, and 
force of innate genius, not much cultivated by li- 
terature. In what regarded the deſicieney which he 
well knew, he paraphraſed in an application to his 


ſituation, that maxim of Corneilles'. 


«© THAT 
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ct Txar ſouls of innate worth, are born with 
an heroic valour.” 


Taz Marquis of Dangeau dies, and by an una- 
nimous concurrence the Dake was nominated to 
his ſeat. Immediately the literati of the age were 
ſet in motion, who ſhould have the honor of com- 
poſing the Oration, he was to pronounce on his 
entrance. Fontenelle, always ſolicitous for the fa- 
vor of the great, took the pen on this occaſion; Deſt- 
ouches and Campiſtron, followed the example: and 
the Duke, who had aſſigned them no taſk, was pleaſ- 


ed in having none himſelf, and only felt embarraſ- 


ſed to which of theſe oracles, te ſhould give a pre- 
ference. 


T avs, not knowing what choice to make, he 


corrected what he thought deficient in theirs*, and 
with the lights afforded him, pronounced of him- 
felf a diſcourſe, which, though leſs eloquent than 
either of theirs', was deemed more concife; and 


being more adapted to the man, the public received 
it as the effuſion of his genius. 


In the ſketches, left by him of this celebrated 
oration, are diſcovered a barrenneſs of idea, no lo- 


gic, and no preciſion in orthography. 


Tun 
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Tux aim of the ſpeech was directed to ap- 
plauſe Lewis XIV. and a few ſentences contained 
in the diſcourſe evince how ſtrongly impreſſed, he 
was with the grandeur of that Monarch. — This is 
an Extract of it. 


&« IT was reſerved (he ſaid) for the glory of 
the Academy and the completion of this happy 
© inti:ution of the Cardinal de Richelieu's, that the 
„ well Monarch on earth ſhould honor the A- 

x ©:.y with his protection. It was but in the 
der of things, that a Prince under whoſe auſpi- 
ces, literature and the arts, had arrived to ſuch 
** eminence, ſhould be fixed at the head of that ſi- 
ce tuation which his own talents merited. Louis, 
« juſtly ſurnamed, Le Grand, wiſhed that, which 
ce conſtituted this g reatneſs, ſhould ipread, and its 
& benefit be felt univerſally. This motive guided 
c him in aſpiring to raiſe his kingdom to a pre- 
© eminence in point of literature an taſte, as well, 
cc as to create an aſcendency, in the dread of us 
« warlike power. Great in his military operations, 
* and ſucceſstul in adding conquered dominions to 
c his ſtate, he was deſirous, that the latter ſhould 


* not in any reſpect influence the general order and 


Q. <* tranquillity 
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« tranquillity, which reigned throughout the king- 
« dom.” 

Tux Duke, moreover added, in ſpeaking of 
this fame Prince :>S< I will fay,” (ſays be) that 
& T have ſeen this King, unite, to the proudeſt and 


ee moſt unconquerable ſpirit, the goodnefs and 


© meekneſs of the father ofa family. His Court 
c has been the aſylum of unfortunate Princes. 
« Never King aſcended the throne, in a moment 
ve of greater ſplendor attached to his dignity; and 
«: yet no King can equal him for an eaſy acceſs to 
„his perfon. Ever ready to attend to the com- 
te plaints of the meaneſt of his ſubjects; he 
& was happy in the opportunity afforded him for 
* doing juſtice perſonally. He had ſo graceful a 
© method of diſpenſing his favors, that they ap- 
* peared coming from him, to thoſe who obtain- 


s ed them, as double the value of what they had ſo- 


& licited. Reſpected by his ſubjects, the terror of 
« his enemies, adored by his ſervants, he died with 
© the courage of a Chriſtian and of an hero, lamen- 


« ted by his kingdom, and the admiration of all 


« Europe.” Had this Monarch never been the 
cauſe of unhappineſs to his people, no greater tri- 
bute of praiſe could have been laviſhed. Richelieu 
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however thought, what he faid ; Louis XIV. in 
his ſentiments, was the greateſt Prince that ever 
reigned. 


Tuos Ex Ladies, ſo much his admirers, prepared 
to aſſiſt in the luſtre of his reception; few candidates 
had aſſembled ſuch a concourſe. The ſpeech aſ- 
cribed, as emanating from him, appeared to them, 
a wonderful effect of genius; and they felt honored 
in being known and connected with a man of fo 
refined an education, and admirable talents. 


Cow ED with literary laurels, the tiara of the 


Goddeſſes was awaiting him, with the congratulati- 
ons that poured from all quarters. Mademoilelle 
de Charolois, and Meſdames de Duras,and de Ville- 
roi, intimated their wiſh that he ſhould attend to re- 
ceive their's in perſon. Richelieu, proud of his new 


dignity, and of thefurther deſtination intended, accep- 


ted their invitations, and the triple crown was accor- 
ded him deſervedly. 


Faricurp with having aſpired and obtained 
theſe dignities, he withdrew for ſome days from the 


applauſe of his friends and the public ; whilſt his e- 
quipage obeying his directions, paraded daily in the 
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different ſtreets, of his accuſtomed reſort, 


[ 


an appearance and belief in the world, of his being 


any where, than at home, and inviſible. 
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CHAP. IX. 


JOURNEY OF THE DUKE TO MODENA= ADVENTURE 1 4 
CONVENT, WHERE HE WAS ADMITTED To SEE MA 
DAME DE VILLEROI, DISGUISED EN ABBE. 


Tas Duke of Richelieu ſince the Princeſs” depature 
for Modena, had received ſeveral letters, remind- 
ing him of his proteſtations. She, at the ſame time 
apprized him that her huſband was fully ſenſible of 
the attachment that had exiſted, whilſt at her fa- 
ther's Court; and ſuggeſted the propriety of uſing 
the utmoſt caution, in cafe the Duke, not forgetting 
his promiſes, intended her the favor of a viſit. She 


urged 
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urged preſſingly a performance thereof, but recom- 
mended his coming under an aſſumed habit. The 
Duke, to whom obſtacles were only a freſh incite- 
ment, reſolved immediately to make the trial, and 
projected a plan to repair to Modena. 


He quits Paris without any retinue, and ſoon 
arrives at the place of his deſtination, La Foſſe, 
his confident, the only one of his ſervants accompany- 
ing him, had agreeable to previous direction, fur- 
niſhed himſelt with all the Pamphlets, Almanacks, 
Literary Journals, Anecdotes and Satires of the 
times. They deſcend at an Inn in the city, the 
Duke, by the name of Gaſparini, and the faichful 


La Foſſe, by that of Romano, denominating tt eir 


profeſſion, as itinerant retailers of Books and other 
Pedlary.—The aſſertion is credited. The travel- 
lers are ſo announced, and their firſt day's amuſe- 


ment is devoted to ſurveying the Palace, buildings 
of the city, &c. 


Tax Princeſs, was adviſed of his arrival, but 


not of the diſguiſe he had taken. She knew how- 
everthat on her paſſage to the maſs ſhe would have 


a fight of him. Accordingly, early on the next 
morning, our two pedlars haſten to take their flation 


and ſpreadiag their books for tale ; attract an im- 


mediate 


| 
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mediate croud, and Romano, by the diſpoſal of them 
finds his advantage in the diſguiſe. The Princeſs 
appears, and Gaſparini putting aſide all thoſe who 
might obſtruct a view of him, forces himſelf in her 
way, preſents her with books, which ſhe only 
ſlightly notices, and paſſes forward. 


Tur Duke, in defpair of not having been re- 
cognized, was hammering, on what next ſcheme 
to adopt. None of equal-hope preſenting to his 
imagination, he took every mealure to be more 
{ucceſsful on the Princeſs' return. The comedy, 


he had ventured upon the repreſentation of, pleaſed 
him no longer, than he could truſt, tc the iſſue 


being fatisfaftory. The Duke of Modena wiſhed for 
an heir to his dominions, and it was deſtined the 


preſence of Richelicu, ſhould operate, as a charm 
in effecluating his deſire. ; 


Mavans de Modena, not fo ſurrounded by 
her attendants, on coming from Maſs, took 
more leifure in examining the Traveller's Books, 
fixed her regard on the Duke, ſpoke to Romano, 


enquired of him if he was well ſupplied with them, 
and from what country he came. Then addreſſing 


herſelf to Richelieu, obſerved, how deſirous ſhe 
was for a French Book, that ſhe did not perceive 


in 
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in their collection. The anſwer was ready, it had 
been left behind at their Inn ; andin half an hour he 
would preſent it to her highneſs, which affurance, 


after an appearance of diſappointment, obtaine. 
an order for the Merchant's admiſſion to her ap... t- 
ment with the ſaid Book. 


Tux Duke haſtens to his Inn, ſeizes the 
firſt edition that offers, and on che wing of imp. 


tience flies to the Palice, where every compenſi- 
tion awaited him, for the fatizue of his jow ney. 
His diſguiſe, and the riſk he incurred of being 
known in the ſtate of a Prince, addicted to the 
deſect in his countrymen, ſuſpecting the Duke, 
and dreading him as a rival, 


Trae Princeſs was laviſh in the tribute of 
gratitude—Gaſparini, appeared to her as amiable 


as Richelieu, however unfavorable, the diſguiſe 


in its contraſt, was to his figure and appearance. 
She apprehended a diicovery, and anxious after a 
ſhort interview, for his taking leave, intimated the 
Duke of Modena's intention to go into the coun- 
try within two days to hunt, when ſhe ſhould be 
more at leiſure to examine his catalogue, and to 


peruſe fome of his beſt works, 


(GASPARINI, 


1 121 ] : 


GavPaRINI, was punctual to the hour 2p- 
pointed, furniſhed with ſelect editions. The Dutch- 
els had prepared her cabinet, conſecrated to ſtudy, 
an adorned with emblematical figures, for his re- 
ception ; and gave orders that as ſhe relied on the 
ſagacity of the merchant, to unravel their myſtery, 
ſne might be uninterupted in her deſign. Her ſer- 
vants, attentive to her wiſhes, obeyed; and ſhe was 
left in the enjoyment of every leiſure, to acquire the 
moſt profound knowledge. In directing the Duke's 
attention to a little altar, containing two hearts entwi- 
ned by a treſs of beautiful hair, which ſhe had taken 
an opportunity formerly of poſſeſſing herſelf of, ſhe 
renewed thoſe vows, ſhe had ſo often profeſſed, and 
declaring, fince her ſeparation, a worſhip to that anly 
token, had been her ſole conſolation. 


The Duke was not remiſs in his aſſurances, 


and was diſpoſed to indulge the Princeſs in the 
hope ſhe entertained, that he would not quit Mode- 
na, without a certainty, of the intention being ful- 


filled, that conducted him to that court; an unfore- 


ſeen incident, however, accelerated his departure. 


We:rLsT dclignting in the pleaſure of ſtudy one 
day with Gaſparini, a ſu.lden noiſe was heard. It 


vas the Duke, returning from the :mule nents of the 


R. chaſe, 
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chaſe, ſooner than his uſual hour, and having enjoy- 
ed very good ſport, was haſtening to his wite's apart- 
ment, to impart the cheerful tidings; Gaſparini ſaw the 
Princeſs' agitation, deſired ſhe would compoſe her- 
ſelf, and reft confidently, on his preience of mind, to 
extricate them, from apparent embarraff ment. 


Tux Prince enters the cloſet, in the moment, 
that Gaſparinz with the books under his arms, was 
reſpectfully withdrawing from the Princeſs, affuring 
her that the books ſhe had done him the honor to 
command, ne would produce on the morrow. 
The Duke, eyeing him attentively, ord ers his ſtay, 
obſerving, his wiſh, to queſtion him in regard to 
the traffick he carries on. Richelieu, replies to 
every queſtion, with the moſt decided firmneſs and 
addreſs. His language, half French, half Italian, 
the Prince aſks him again the place of his birth ? 
A Piedmonteſe, is the reply. 


ArTzez many actions, of nearly the ſame 
tendency, the Prince enquires, it he has ever been 
at Paris? The anſwer is affirmative, and that in 
that celebrated city his commerce had been exten- 
five, till the Satires agaiaſt Law's ſyſtem, and the 
Pamphlets replete with Anecdotes of the intrigues 
of Dubois, the mode he had been conſecrated Arch. 


biſhop 


1 


biſhop of Cambray, having gone through his no- 
viciate and other degrees ſo rapidly, as to excite the 


remarks of the wits of the Court, © that the day of 
his conſecration was the day of his firſt communi- 
on, and an obſervation of his own, that baptiſm 
was alone wanting to qualify him for his ſacred of- 
fice,” had exaſperated the new Archbiſhop, who 
ordering the retailer of theſe impreſſions, to be con- 
veyed to the Bicetre, he had the good luck of being 
adviſed in time, and haſtened to decamp. That 
this had induced his Journey into Italy, ſupplica- 


ting his Highneſs protection during his ſojournment. 


Tux Dutcheſs, anxious to ſee him quit the 
room, felt ſome relief to the perturbation of her 
mind, in the boldneſs of his recital, and the appear- 
ance of truth and candor, his anſwers given with 
much eaſe, and no heſitation, bore. The Duke 
ſcemed intereſted, and prolonging the converſation, 
interrogated him, if theſe Pamphlets, Satires, &c. 
had met a ready fale, wich thoſe noblemen of the 
Court, ſecret enemies of the regent, and abhorring 
the Archbiſhop, the principal ſpring in the regency? 
The Merchant, perfe&ly acquainted, with thoſe of 
this deſcription, treated the Duke with many a- 
muſing ancedotes reſpecting the ſeveral actors, the 
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publicity of which, had not been general. The 
ntercourſe becoming more animated, the Duke in- 


terrogated him relative to the Duke of Richelieu, 


and if that Nobleman had been one of his purchaſ- 
ers? The other, aſſured him, this Nobleman inva- 


riably was one of his belt cuſtomers, that nothing 
new appeared, without his requiring an edition, 
end that himſelf often had been honored with the 


Duke of Richelieu's familiar converſation in theſe 
moments of audience, in as unrelerved a manner, 


as his Highneſs now conferred the honor upon him. 


Tux Duke of Modena deligh ed, in finding a 
man who had ſo much perſonal knowledge of him, 


of whom he entertained ſuch ſuſpicion; and of 
whom he had heard ſo much ſpoken, proceeded. 


© ] REGRET much, (ſays the Duke,) that I did 
ec not ſee this extraordinary man, during my ſhort 
« refidence at Paris. I was once in 2 {upper with 
« him, but the company were numerous, and him- 
« ſelf ſeated at a great diſtance, he did not then 
% command much of my attention. Have you 
6 been in the way of hearing related any of his ad- 
«© yentures? Are they as true and as multiplied 
cc as report affirms? My Lord, (ſays Richelieu,) 
6 | have heard it aſſerted with confidence, that he 


cc was 


7 


7 


11 
** was in the good graces of the firſt women of the 
** court, even that he had been diſtinguiſhed by the 
*© Princeffes, and in ſkort that no man could equal 
him in his talept of carrying his point with the ſex. 
« Paris echoed in ſingling him out, as the man ot 
the moſt gallant reputation; and thouſands ot 
© ſtories were related, of his inimitable addreſs, 
in deceiving mothers of families, and huſbands.” 
© He mult certainly be clever, faſcinating, and 
« artfy},” obſerved the Prince, © To that de- 
te pree,” rejoined the other, . that in caſe he had 
* hazarded a wager, of coming into this Palace, in 
© ſeatch of extraordinary adventure, and conſe- 
&* quently agaipſt your highneſs' knowledge, I would, 
if permitted, beg leave to ſtand the half of the bet, 
* in a certainty of the ſucceſs, that would attend nis 
« undertaking.” ** Oh ! oh! that ſurely would be oo 
& much out of the common order of things, and 
« would readily defy all his cleverneſs and art, to 
«© dupe me on ſuch an occaſion,” The merchant 
withdrew, after receiving the Prince's commands, 
to bring him ſome of the books, they had been en- 
tertaining themſelves with, at the ſame time, he was 


to come, with thoſe, the Princeſs had ordered. 
Returned to his Inn, full of the pleaſant ſcene tha. 


had 
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had paſſed, we may judge, how his vanity triumph- 
ed in this double gratification. 


Ht obeyed on the next day the Prince's order, 
and a converſation, ſimilar to the preceding days, 
occurred. Richelieu, and the Dutcheſs recapitulated 
ſome days after the ſubſtance of both. Neceſſity how- 
ever obliged their ſeparation. Freſh ailurances 
were given of eternal regard, and the Dutcheſs by 
a viſit to Paris, promiſed a return of the Duke's 
attention, in having favored her with one at Modena. 


RicHEtL1Ev, retook the road to Paris with 
pleaſure, where new triumphs awaited him. In fact, 
he began to be heartily tired with the part he had 
played, and would have been happy to have extrica- 
ted himſelf before, had not, com placency for the 
Dutcheſs, cauſed him to give her more of his time, 
than at firſt he intended. His friends, and the ſex, 
participating in his welfare, conjectured that he was 
at Richelieu, and detained upon particular buſineſs, 
Senſible how little he could think of the pleaſures of 
the country, contraſted with thoſe prevailing in the 
gaiety of a court; they partook of the melancholy, 
they knew muſt affail him, devoted however tempo- 
rarily to ſuch a ſituation. All his letters from Mo- 
dena came under cover to one man in Paris, who 


forwarding, 
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forwarding them in an additional cover to another of 
his confidents at Richelieu, the latter ſeparated them 
and returned them to che capital, according to their 
relpecti ve addreſs. 


Tas laſſitude that had prevaded the gay cir- 
cle ſince his abſence, gave place to general joy upon 
his return, and his addreſs was exerted to anſwer with 
becoming gallantry every invitation, he received 
He had written to the Dutcheſs of Villeroi, which 
letter her father in law, much atrached to her, had 
intercepted; no further proof was wanting, to con- 
vince him in the idea he had intertained of this par- 
tiality exiſting. He awaited the Duke's return to 
Paris, to convey a ſenſe to them of the impropriety. 
The opportunity ſoon occurred. Richelieu, was ſeen 
by the Mareſchal retiring at night from the Ducheſs 
houſe. The parents of both, were aſſembled, and 
by an united concurrence, the young Dutcheſs was 
remanded to the air of a convent, and the fami- 
ly proclaimed that the order had ariſen, from an im- 


proper and inconſiderate NE: in the Duke, her 
huſband, 


SCARCELY could ſhe find the moment of ap- 
priſing Richelieu of the harſh and inhuman reſoluti- 
on, which ſet a limit to that enjoyment, ſhe had flatter- 


ed 
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ed her young mind, with an uninterupted continuance 
of; affected by her abſence, he turned with regret 
from this melancholy ſenſation, to contemplate anew 
the attractions of Madame de Duras and of Made- 
moiſelle de Charolots ; with the charms, of a 
new acquaintance, in Mademoiſelle le Gendre. 


T wo Months elapſed without the poſſibility 
of her genius effect ing an interview. This mo- 
ment was expected with impatience, and having 
found means to communicate by Billet to Kiche- 
lieu, the hope that palliated the miſery of her con- 
finement, he awaited the notice, prepared to tur- 
mount all obſtacle. When once, 1 Woman is de- 
termined, on ſeeing the object ſhe favors, the mear.s 
are eaſy to her contrivance, and in this inſtance, 
they ſoon offered. In the ſame convent, with the 
Dutcheſs, was a Couſin of her's, equally immured 
in this unpleaſant ſecluſion, from too cloſe 2 ſuf 
peed intimacy with the Prince of ##*, Theſe 
two Ladies“ wiſhes accorded, and this congeniality 
occaſioned an unreſerved conſultation, the iſſue of 
which, was to intimate to their Gentlemen, that on 
an enſuing religious commemoration, when the 
Nuns, would be known to be occupied more than 
uſual, and the boarders in ths indulgence of great- 
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er Fberty, topreſent themſelves at the convent, dif. 
guiſed en 4b4b5%s, A curate of the place, at whoſe 


houſe they put up, wa by the influence of bribery 


and protection, prevailed upon to introduce them to 
the Abbefs, on that day, as Nephews to the C lergy- 
man of Jouy, the ſuperior, or head prieſt of the 
Convent. 


ArT1TLE of this nature, inlured them a diſtin- 
guiſhed reception; the Abbcſs ſhewed great kind- 


neſs, and particularly from their appearance was 
prepoſſeſſed in their favor, It happened, on 
that day, the Preacher through ſickneſs or neglect, 
omitted his attendance. Our young Abhes were 
addreſſed, to ſupply the omiſſion, by a ſhort ſermon 
of their compoſition. In vain, did they proteſt, not 
having it in their power to comply, on ſo ſudden 
an intimation. The Abbeſs inſiſted, obſerving, it 
would be an act of piety, exerciſed in the great 
parlour, where the concourſe would be limited; and 
and ſhe could not poſhbly admit of a reaſon or ob- 
jection, that either verſed and educated in religious 
practices, could not, on fo folemn an occaſion, pro- 
nounce a ſuitable and devout diſcourſe. They ar- 
gued, they had none prepared; but till perſiſting, 
and the Abbeſs particularly referring to Richelieu, 
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he fe!t obliged to ſolicit a temporary ſuſpenſion, 
arnouncing, that after having collected himſelf, his 
ſermon would advert, to the Bleſſings of Plenty. 


Nis elocution was fluent and graceful, and ad- 
ded to the eaſe and elegance of his figure, the good 
devotees were perfectly ſatisfied with his diſcourſe, 
and even wondered, how unprepared, he could per- 
form in the pulpit ſo well. Indeed, Richelieu 
himſelf, owned his furpriſe to his friend and com- 
panion, that he had not uttered greater nonſenſe. 
The ſermon ended, they adjourned to a parlour, 
where the Dutcheſs and her Couſin already were 
ſeated. Our Abbes were preſented, complimented, 
and the reſpect of the Nuns for thoſe perſons, oc- 
caſioned, from a fear of intruſion, that part of the 
audience to withdraw. The Abbeſs requeſted per- 
miſſion to abſent herſelf to give ſome orders; and 
the Curate, their Introductor, concluded likewiſe, 
his company would be difpenſed with. The four 
found themſelves at full liberty, and conſidering the 
moments as precious, they reſolved, that to two, 
ſhould be aſſigned the taſk of watching, whilſt the 
other pair retired to impart, what a long ſeparati- 
on diftated; and in this pleaſing and uninterrupt- 
ed manner, did they relieve each other, alternately. 


Tun 


L198 3 

Tux Abbeſs had been buſied in preparing a 
collation for the young Abbes, which thefe ladies 
were to partake of, and general felicity reigned. The:r 
repaſt was ſo convivial, and flaſhed with ſucl wi, 
that the ſenſibility of che Abbeſs, recently onl« ſeclu- 
ded from the world, began to be excited in favor of 
her gueſts. Prejudiced in their behalf, ſhe directed 
her attention to Richelieu, and thought the favorite 
Preacher, might with a certain degree of prudence 
be fully capacitated to direct and ſuperintend the ma- 
nagement ofa Convent, wiſhing him, as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble to be ſubſtituted, in lieu of his uncle. Night re- 
minded theſe Abbẽs that it was time to depart; and 
they took their leave, with every expreſſion of re- 
gret; even the abbeſsexclaimed, ſhe had not known 
ſo pleaſant a day fince ſhe entered the Convent, and 
accordingly engaged their return. They availed 
themſelves of her permiſſion, io make a ſecond ex- 
curſion; but dared not carry their artifice any further, 


the honor of their alliance, and ſubject his pretended 


_ nephews, to unhappy, and poſſibly ſerious conſequen- 
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apprehending that the Curate de Jouy, might diſavow- 
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CHAP. X, 


RECEPTION OF THE DUKP IN PARLIAMENT, IN HIS SUALITY 
OF PEER OF FRANCE—SEQUEL OF HIS AT1 ATHMENTS=- 
TMPRUDENT EXCESS COMMITTED AT CAL.AIS. |: 


Ta E Duke of Richelieu, to whoſe name was attach- 
ed a certain degree of reaown, and ſo much in faſhi- 
on at court, grew to be ſuch a favorite that the lets 
important acts of his life acquired in their perfor- 
mance, a celebrity unknown to thoſe, of others. 
He was admitted in Parliament, as peer, for his Dut- 
chy of Richelieu, on the 6th of March, 1721, and 
this day was a day of feſtivity, to a number of the 


people 


= 


people, as well as of rejoicing to thoſe Ladies, par. 
taking in the ſplendor of his fortune and dignities. 
A repetition of this occured, when in 1723, the Par- 
liament recognized him as Peer for his Dutchy of 
Fronſac. 


Mabauz de Flamarens, was added to rhe liſt 
ot his friends. This Lady had a Mother in Law, 


who, notwithſtanding a religious turn, took a ſin- 
gular pleaſure in the Duke's company; himſelf, too 
much a mar of the world, not to cultivate fo favo. 
rable an impreſſion, improved in that degree with 
the old Lady, as to perſuade her, the character 
aſcribed to Richelieu, of levity and unbounded diſ- 
fipation, was erroneouſly founded. This ptepoſſeſ- 
ſion, ſecured his entrance at all hours, that, viſits 
were admiſſible; and having appointed to partake 
of an early breakfaſt one morning with the Ladies, 
he profit ed, of the interval, between his arrival, and 
the old Lady's appearing. 


Fic NING then, to be incommoded, and com- 
plaining of the exhaulted ſtate of his health, the 
devotee alarmed,: retired, and left the parties again 
at full liberty, until ſhe returned, with the reſtora- 
tive, her kindneſs had been preparing. The Duke, 
expreſſing his thanks, aſſured her, no balſam could 


ever 
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ever have been a lmiaiſtered, in a momeat, fo re- 
quiſite. 

Mapame de Villeroi, reſtored to her rank 
in ſociety, reſolved to abandon hie, whom the 
world and her own diſcernment, proclaimed fo un- 
faithful to his attachment. In this dignity of con- 
duct, the perſevered twa months, omitting no occa- 
ſion of manifeſting her contempt, for the object, 


that deſcrvedly had excited it, But here, was an 
end to her reſolution ; accuſtomed to meet him in 
ſociety, ſhe could not divert thoſe eyes, that once 
had gazed with ſuch tranſport; and was impelled 
to ſacrific? to him, whom ſhe thought to ſubdue to 


penitence, by her rigor. 


Tat Dutcheſs of Modena, conſtantly occu- 
pied in the thoughts of Richelieu, ſpoke of him to 
every one at her court, with whom ſhe could diſ- 
cuſs ſo favorite a topic, wit propriety, and with- 
out any danger of commiting her reputation. In. 
deed, fame was ſo loud in the Duke's praiſes, that 
however periuna'ly uaknown, he attracted the no- 
tice in converſation of moſt courts in Europe. She 
had juſt recovered from a dangerous illneſs, and 
communicating to the Prince, a vow made of a pil- 
grimage to Loretto, in caſe of her health being re- 


eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed, ſhe aſked permiſſion to perform it. 
The Prince acquieſces, and prepares to accompa- 
ny. In vain, the Princeſs remonſtrates againſt ſuck 
an effort of complaiſance; he is firm in his inten- 
tion of joining in thanks with her, and a ſecond 
meſſenger is diſpatched to countermand the Duke's 
appearance, who was the favorite pilgrim, with 
whom alone, the vow could completely have been 
accompliſhed. 


THe difappointment in this projected meeting, 
inclined the Dutcheſs to travel, and the Duke ob- 
ſerving the change of air, had been favorable to her 
healtb, and his former apprehenſions, having given 
way to more pleaſing impreſſions, yielded to her 
deſire, of viſiting Paris, and her father. They em- 
bark at Ancona, remain ſome days at Venice, and 
paſs from thence to Bologna, were Chavigny, the 
French Envoy at Genoa, was by order from his 
Court, awaiting the arrival of Law. He paid his 
reſpects to the Travellers, and in the converſation, 
the Princeſs imprudently eommunicated their inten- 
tions. Chavigny ſends this intelligence expreſs 
to the Regent, who diſpatches a courier to the 
Duke of Modena, begging for particular reaſons 
of State, he would not, at that moment, purſue his 


Journey 


11 


journey into France. In vain, the Princeſs endez- 
vored to perſi:ade the Prince to difregard the regent's 
requeſt. The order 15 given for their return to Mo- 
dena, and the Princeſs is in deſpair of having per- 
forme'l half the voyage, without the pleaſure of her 
hope being realized; for, the Regent conceiving 
ſome conſequence, to this fudden defign, of which 
no previous intimation had been conveyed, peremp 
torily ordered Richeliev, not to ſtir from the Court, 
allowing him however permiſſion, to expreſs, by 
letter, his regret to the Princeſs, in not having the 
honor of attending her commands, on her landing 
in France. 


Tur Duke, was too good a courtier, not to 
obſerve in this conduct of the Regent a remaining 
ſymptom of diſpleaſure and envy ; and anxious 
to efface every recollection of the paſt, aſſum- 
ed a merit, in the readineſs he evinced, of obe- 
dience to the Regent's plealure. 


Tux Marchioneſs D' Ancẽny, whom he met 
at the Dutcheſs de Villars', att racted his attention. 
This Lady had ridiculed the reputation he enjoy- 
ed with her ſex, boaſting, that of all men ſhe 
had ſeen, he was the leaſt to be dreaded, and 
perfectly acquainted with the levity of his purſuits, 


ſhe 
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ſhe only felt a ſurprize, that any woman of com- 
mon uuderſtanding could poſſibly liſten to and 
admit of his attachment with pleaſure ; the ſecu- 
rity, in which this Lady repoſed, was quickly con- 
veyed to the Duke; attacked with a fpitting of 
Blood, which had created a general alarm amongſt 
his friends, he had been obliged, for a few days, 
to retire and nurſe himſelf. Returned to the cir- 
cle, Madame D' Anceny became the object of his 
conſtant aſſiduity, and Madame de Villars, wita 
others of her friends, were not long ſubjete to 
the mortification, of her boaſted triumph. 


Tu Duke, in the greateſt intimacy with the 
Marquis de La Fare, could not, without envy, and a 
deſire of participation, bear the partiality, which, 
the Princeſs of Conti, entertained in his favor. 
Admitted, from habits of friendſhip, into their ſo- 


ciety, he had been an eye witneſs to an unpleaſant 
ſcene, that aroſe, in which the Princeſs ſhewed a 
ſenſibility and a command of herſelf, that perfect- 
ly attracted Richelieu's admiration. He efpied 
the moment, when another mark of the Marquis 
impetuous diſpoſition, would be felt by the Prin- 
ceſs. It ſoon occurred, and the Duke blaming 
his friend, !amented exceedingly the diſagreeable 
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predicament of the Princeſs in being ſubjected 
to a man of the Marquis violence and caprice ; 
he deſiſted not here, he entreated her, for her 
own ſake and for thoſe of her friends, who eſteem- 
ed her amiable qualities, that ſhe would conſult 
her peace of mind, by divertiyg her regard here- 
after, to an object, more worthy of fuck an ho- 
nor; his inſinuation, applied with a command- 
ing addreſs, and in a moment in which reſentment 
was powerfully operating in the Princeſs mind, 
azoravated by La Fare's intervening neglect, ſhe 
was eaſily perſuaded to agree to the ſubſtitution 
propoſed. 


Tux Princeſs, recovered from the momen- 
tary impulle ſhe had given way to, aſcribed the 
weaknels manifeſted, to the effect of vanity and 
reſentment, inſtead of that parity of attachment, 
thar-ſtili predominated in favor of La Fare—an 
equal ſincerity, actuating his mind, he had only 
to preſent himſelf to be forgiven, Their meeting 
vas not delayed. They renewed proteſtations of 
fidelity, and, in mutual ſenſibility, buried in oblivion 
every recollection, of what had paſſed, to inte- 
rupt the harmony of their pleaſing union. 


[ 139 J 

Bur another cauſe of regret aroſe. Richelicu 

had a letter of her's, and his diſcretion was ſuſ- 
pected. The Princels reſolved it ſhould be return- 
ed, without any appearance of humiliation on her 
part. Shecommanded him to attend at an appoint- 
ed hour, and diſcloſing the motive of her ſummons, 
imparted the reconciliation that had taken place, as 
a natural occurrence, which his knowledge of her 
ſex muſt have prepared him for; and ending with 
profeſſions of future eſteem, expreſſed the wiſh of 
having back the written proof ſhe had given him 
of her regard, perſuaded as ſhe was, that he had tog 


much generoſity to withhold it. 


TRE Duke, uſually experiencing thereverſe of 


ſuch a ſcene, was totally aſtoniſhed in finding him- 


ſelf abandoned ; and unwilling to give it credit, 


tried every art to bring the Princeſs to her former 
prepoſſeſſion. Finding every effort vain, he took 
a reſpectful leave of the Princeſs, remitting with be- 
coming affliction, the token of the intimacy that ſhe 


had favored him with, 


H1s Regiment, being at this time in Garri- 
ſon at Calais, the uſage of the ſervice required his 
joining. He tore himſelf from the capital, to go 
and paſs there ſome Months; the inhabitants of Ca- 
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lais, and the moſt diſtinguiſhed families in the envi- 
rons, inſpired witha wiſh ofrendering his ſtaypleaſing, 
prepared to welcome him, as a nobleman of whom 


fame had announced the greateſt hopes; and the 


ladies of che province, aſpired to fix a party, ſo de- 
ſirable. 


Tus Duke, however having no particular at- 
tractioa, gave himſelf up to the entire attention of 
his regiment, treated the officers often, and on thoſe 
days, plunged into every exceſs of intemperance. 
In one of theſe nocturnal revels, not ſatisfied with 
the propriety of concealing them from the public 
eye, they burſt forth into the ſtreets, and noting 
through them, with all the noiſe, attendant on fuch 
excurſions, they came to the parade, in the centre 
of which ſquare, was an obeliſk, transfixed by a 
crucifix ; the whim of dancing around it ſtruck 
their fancy, and the irreligious conduct they diſplay. 
ed, alarmed thetown and excited fo general a clamor 
againſt their impiety, that the King's Attorney Ge- 
neral thought it deſerving of his notice. The par- 
Ties, were on the eve of being ſummoned, and the 
witneſſes, of having their depoſitions raken. The 
Duke and his companions fatigued, had retired to 


repoſe, without a thought of the ſerious conſequen- 


C 8 


„ } 


ces, to which their imprudence had ſubjected them; 
and little aware, of the perſon, in whoſe power their 
tate pended, being of an unrelenting rapacious dif- 
poſition, capable of rhe moſt vindiftive meaſures. 


In fact, the atrocity of their behaviour, had been 
much more flagrant, than the inſtance which, in our 


days condemned, at Abbeville, the Chevalier de la 
Barre, to the forfeiture of his head. What an eter- 
nal reproach to thoſe Judges who paſſed ſentence; 
and infamy to that clergy, who urged this young 
Man's puniſhment ! 


Hair, a Gentleman, in the place, of liberal 
ideas, obtained early information of what was going 
forward. Impelled by that generoſity of mind, 
ſuch ſentiments create, he haſtened to the Attorney 
General, to ſuppreſs the intention of ſuch proceedings; 
obſerving it would be a wicked act, to attribute, to 
irreligion, and irreverence for the Deity, what ought 
alone to be deemed inconſiderateneſs, reſulting 
from the fumes of wine, and madneſs of intoxication. 
That, on the contrary, inſtead of inſtituting any 
enquiry, it was proper and becoming to cauſe the 
report to ceaſe; and to perſuade thoſe who had taken 
offence, that the matter had been greatly miſtated, 


and that the-preſence of a crucifix, admitting it had 


been 
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been known, did not interdi& the common mirth of 
diſſipation. 


Tur Attorney General, whoſe views, were not 
likely to be gratified, by a ſuſpence of the exertion 
he meditated, continued in his reſolution of making 
it public. Monſieur de la Place, the name of the 
gentleman, who interfered, indignant, that his argu- 
ments were notallowed to prevail, repaired toan uncle 
of his, to whoſe purſe he knew the Attorney General 


was indebted, for his ſucceſs in obtaining the public 
function he exerciſed. This money had not been 


repaid, and the uncle in coinciding, with the nephew, 
in their judgment of the tranlaction, the former deter- 
mined perſonally to intimidate, in caſe this obſtinacy 
was not ſubdued. It was the only mode that remain- 
ed to be adopted with a man actuated by ſuch narrow 
views; and being enforced with ſpirit, the enquirywas 


ſuppreſſed, and every preliminary conſigned to the 
flames. 


SOMETIME had elapſed, before the Duke was 


informed of this generous and voluntary interpoſiti- 
en. He teſtified immediately every acknowledge- 
ment, to that worthy man; and extending his grati- 


tude to his ſon, a man eminent in literature, hecame 
his protector through liſe, and never omitted an oc- 
caſion, where he could do him ſervice. He be- 


gowed 
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ſtowed on him every commendationand patronage to 

enſure the ſucceſs of his Venice Preſerved ; and two 
years after, prelenting the public with another trage- 
dy, entitled Adèlaide de Ponthieu, it was unani- 
mouſly received by theregulators of the ſtage. The 
actors in expectation of a new theatrical piece of 
Voltaire is, their favorite author, heſitated to play the 
former. Richelieu, apprized of the delay, haſtens 
to remedy the evil apprehended ; and taking with 
him Monſieur de la Place, addreſſes the comedians 
and directors in his behalf. They plead, their in- 
tentions were conformable to the wiſhes of Meſſrs. de 
Villars, D' Argental, &c. no one, he replies can pay 
greater reſpect and deference to ſuch opinion, than 
himſelf; nor hold the author's merit in greater con- 
ſideration, joined to a perſonal eſteem and friend- 
ſhip ; yet, ſuch partiality, will not admit of his pro- 
ductions bearing the excluſive privilege of being re- 
preſented, ** I therefore muſt require the preference 
to be given where it is due. Monſieur de la Place's 
tragedy is in your hands, and accordingly the firſt, that 
the public in your acting, are to be favored with.” 


Tas Duke's charge of firſt gentleman of the 
bed chamber, authorized his interference. Its repre- 
ſentation was immediate, and met, in its general ap- 
plauſe, the ſucceſs merited. The Duke, was pre- 
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gent, and was complimented by the author, in an 
handſome alluſion, to his anceſtor, the Cardinal, the 


great patron of arts and ſciences, having rendered in- 
herent in his poſterity, a ſimilar taſtz, with the care 


of perpetuating them. 
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CHAP. XI. 


— — 


————— 


RETURN OF THE DUKE DE RICHELIEU T0 P.4K 1S,- DEATH or 
CARDINAL DUBOIS, AND SUBSEQUENTLY THAT OF THE 
REGENT. 


Tax Diike of Richelieu was as much pleaſed in 
his ſervicg not being prolonged at Calais, as impa- 
tience had been teſtified for his return to Pans, 
Mademoiſclle de Charolois, who, yielding to the 
_ prevailing manners of hir father's court, had expe- 
rienced other attacihiuionts, in the Duke's abſence, 
ſighed for his return, in the nſidet ation, of his 
being the moſt valuable. I let mind rrjecting all 


f controul, diſdained the idea of impoſing any 


U. reſbraint. 
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reſtraint on him, ſhe preferred. In this coincidence 
of ſentiment they happily met, and every renewed 
interview was a ſcene of additional pleaſure, The 
abſence of Madame de Villeroi, gone to the Bath: 
of Bourbon, decreaſed the number of objects to 
whom his attention was deyoted. 


Taz Marchioneſs of Duras, about this time 
feeling approaching ſymptoms of the conſequence 
of her former attachment, made advances to create 
a reunion with the Marquis, who neglecting her, 
had addicted himſelf to convivial riot and intempe- 
rance. Her family, aſſiſting her wiſhes, he was ea- 
fily perſuaded, not to relinquiſh entirely, ſuch a poſ- 
ſeſſion. An heir was born, and its premature ap- 
pearance aſcribed, to the unuſual tenderneſs, the 
Marchioneſs had manifeſted : his friends were eager 
in their compliments; he received them with ſelf 
ſatifaction, and no ſuſpicion exiſted, until the young 
Marquis growing to a mature age, left, from reſem- 
blance, no doubt in his mind, of the original, 


T x1s perſon was the laſt Duke de Duras, who 
died in 1789. Indeed in figure and appearance, 
every thing beſpoke the truth of the above anec- 
date, but if a doubt had remained, the Marchioneſs 


would 
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would have diſpelled it, by a candor in acknowledg- 
ing, there was no wonder in the likeneſs. 


RicfELIEv, intent upon the advancement of 
this young nobleman, procured him the ttle of 
Duke; and ſoliciting the King for his adraufiorn a; 
firſt gentleman of the bed chamber, Le wis the fit- 
teenth rejected at firſt the propoſal, from ſome di 
pleaſure he had excited. Recolie ing however the 
natural intereſt of his favourite, in the ſucceſs of this 
requeſt, he afſented, in terms that evinced the reaſon 
of the grant; I will, ſays the King in his letter, ad- 
© mit of your ſolicitation in behalf of the young, 
** Duras, in whoſe welfare, you feel fo ſtrong an in- 
& clination, His conduct hitherto has made no fa- 


*: vorable impreſſion, caution him, hereafter to be 


& more circumſpect, for if he amends not, I pro- 
miſe, that I ſhall diſmiſs him with diſgrace; ar- 
rived to the age of exerciſing this truſt, the young 


Duke, counteracted, in every manner poſlible, the 
wiſhes of Richelieu, which drew from him the bit- 


x 


ter remark, towards the end of his life, when com- 


bining a ſimilar ſpirit of oppoſition, in the Duke of 
Fronſac, that he had never been thwarted, but by 
thole, whoſe ties ought to have ſecured him againſt 


fuch yexation, 


U. 2. in 


1 


In this year the marriage of Lewis the fifteenth 
was concluded with the Infanta of Spain, and an 
article of the negotiation, ſtipulating, that the Prin- 
ceſs ſhould come into France, to await the moment 
of its celebration ; ſhe landed in the kingdom on the 
2d of March, 1722. The Prince, educated in the 
ſevere practice of virtue, by the pious and auſtere 
Fleury, revolted, when the intimation was given him; 
and ſo much did his diſpoſition then vary, from the 
tendency fo evident in his future years, that the only 
relief to the ſorrow he betrayed, was in an aTurance 
that the neceſſary conſummation, would be for ſome- 
time deferred. He journeyed as far as Bourg la Reine, 
to meet the Princeſs, whom he embraced, but ſpoke 
not to. Returned to Paris, to receive her in the Lou te, 
he went through the ſame ceremony, obſerving a pro- 
found ſilence. The Princeſs, whole age the King's 
rather exceeded, expreſſed an admiration of his per- 
ſon, ſhrewdly remarking, it was a pity, he had not 
the gift of ſpeech more than a puppet exhibited. It 
was this fame Princeſs, who to the ſcandal of the exiſ 
ting Government, three years after, was returned to 
Spain; and ſolemnized her mariage with the ſon and 
heir apparent of the reigning Monarch of Portugal. 


MaDEMOISELLE de Charolois, averſe to the 
local conſtancy of their frequent interviews, expreſ- 


ſed 
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ſed an inclination, to viſit the Duke 2t his Villa, 
of which fame had been buſy in deſcribing its ele- 


gance and conveniency. Two of her women, ad- 
mitted to an unzeferved conſdence, announced in 


a lively epiſtoluy ſtyle, this pleaſing intention, 
The Duke, {c:.ible oi ihe favor, prepaied to do 
the honors of his retirement; and the juſtneſs of the 
taſte diſplayeci, met from the Princeſs every com- 
mendation. 


Is the evening of the ſame day, his engage- 
ments were to lead him to the houſe of a lady, for 
whom the Cardinal Dubois had ſhewn a marked pre- 


terence ; but notwithſtanding the credit, his atten- 
tions gained, from his ſation of firſt miniſter, the 


Duke was the clandeſtine favorite, and the Cardinal 
was ignorant, to what happy rival, he was facrificed. 


Ix the intervening time he attended the aca- 


demy, to be preſent at the reception of that mini- 
ſter, as a member. He there wiineſſed the diſho- 
nor of Fontenelle, in pronouncing the eulogium of 


ſo debaled a character, and ſhocked at the proſti- 
tution of ſuch eloquence, he reflected with grief, 


that genius was compelled to pay her tribuce, to 
men from their exalted ſituations, without a refer- 


ence to theic individual worth. 


QUITTING 
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Qu1TTiIxNG the Academy, he renair2f to 
the Lady's honſe, whoſe invitation, he had ac- 
cepted. The Lady prepared to receive him, 
wiſhes their interview to be without interruption; 
The door is interdicted Dubois arrives, the ſer- 
vants are obſtinate in their denial; actuated by ſul- 
picion, himſelf alone perſiſts, he adds, that having 
matters of importance to communicate, he muſt 
be admitted; and his quelity and rank, with the 
cultom of viſiting at their Miſtreſs' houſe, effect 


PazsENTING himſelf in the room, he gives 
way to the violence and impetuoſity of his tem- 
per, declares his conviction of the cauſe that re- 
fuſed his adiniſſion; and without any ceremony or 
conſtraint, ſhowers a torrent of abuſe on the Duke 
and the Lady; calls to her memory the promiſe 
given cf ſceing him on the day of Lis academical 
introduction, in order to be early in her congratu- 
lation; and ſock a compliment, he ohicrves, he 
had expected to have been paid to hin, without 
the preſcr.ce c à third peifon, and priticularly, 
that of a man, whom, on all ſuch occaſions, he 
dreads aud abhors. 


Richzliru, endeavored in vain to appeaſe; 
his mildneſs only cauſed more preſumption, dit. 


guſted 
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guſted with ſuch vulgar and low abuſe, he took 
the ſame tone, and the quarrel aſſuming a ſerious 
appearance; the Lady, fearful of conſequences, 
from the reſentment of the prime Miniſter, pledg- 
ed herſclf, to treat him, more favorably — the 
Duke conſidering likewiſe that an adventure 
of this nature, and a quarre] with a man of 
Dubois“ Cloth, would attach a ridicule on him, 
tried again to pacify. He even offered to 
relinquiſh the ſicld; but the other not luqiciently 
calm, angrily repled, he did not wiſh to be indebt- 
ed to bis ſervices or forbearance, for procuring him, 
that relaxation, which he ſought; but only requeſ- 
ted, he would not monopoliſe the attention of all 
tlie pretty women, and that he might not be trou- 
bled, with meeting him in thoſe houſes, where ke 
paid his devotions. © My dear brother, (ſays the 
te Duke ſmiling Favor me with your liſt, and 1 
* engage hereafter to pay it reſpect,” 


Do Bots, pleaſed with the witticiſm, ſelt hisre- 
ſentment abacd, and in good humour joked the 
Duke on the recent tranſaction, that had occurred. 
The Duke took this opportunity of expreſſing his 
admiration, of the excellence of the ſpeech, pronoun. 
ced by the Cardinal, at the Academy.—“ Poh, (re- 


** ;vincd the Preiate,) my Speecb, as you are pleaſed 


7 
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cr to term it, was no more of my compoſition, than 
& that, aſcribed to be your's on the ſame occaſion. 


1 have other matters that occupy my time, of 
& much more importance, than dedicating any 


ee part of it to the ſtudy of ſuch harangues.” He 
then retired, and retiring pleaſantly turned to the 
Duke, and faid © my dear brother, ſince brother 
« you muſt be, hold in recollection, I pray, that I 


*« love you much better, at the Academy, than 
„ here.” 


Tur Duke experienced other incidents with 
the Cardinal equally diverting, and probably, ic 
was happy for him, that the exceſs to which 
this prelate abandoned himſelf, accelerated ſoon 
after his death. Of the particulars of his life, it 
would be diſgraceful to enter into a detail, He 
neither belic ved in God, reſpected any moral tie 
as binding, or ia this world conſidered any thing 
as ſacred ; allowing of no ob? acle in the attainment 
of his views, he plunged the kingdom into a war 
with Spain, and ſcattered the public money, in ſe- 
curing himſelf the Cardinal's hat, which dignity 
had never been beſtowed ſo unworthily. Devoted, 
from a corrupt ſyſtem in his miniſterial capacity, 
to obey implicitly the policy dictated by England, 
be preferred an alliance with that Country, to the 


natural 
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natural connection wich Spain, The Regent, 
ſlave to his will, unmindful of any oſtenſible motive, 
forgot in this compliance, the vaſt ſums expended, 
in placinz this very Priace, Unclc to the King, 
on the Throne of the Spaniſh Monarchy. 


A M1SER in character, and only generous 
through oſtentation, he exha!iſted the royal treaſure, 


leaving of his own in ready money, a fortune of 
near half a million ſterling, beſides the arrears due for 


oe year of his income, amounting to another mil- 
hon. His houthol! and eſtabliſhment was ſplen- 
did, and on the moſt expanded ſcale, he was ſerved 
off, of Gold, and whilſt abounding in magnificence, 
he ſcarcely indulged his wife in a decent mainte- 
nance, The world were not ignorant of his mar- 
riage, which he took the moſt abominable means to 
ſuppreſs, when his ambition aſpired to the prelacy. 
He prevailed with the intendant or civil adminiſtra- 
tor of the province, to uſe his endeavours to have 
the record deſtroyed. Eager to fulfil a commiſſion 
ſo delegated, the Curate was diſcovered who per- 
tormed the Ceremony, the keys were ſtolen from 
him, and that leaf recording the marriage torn out 
of the pariſh regiſter. His admiſſion in the coun- 
cil was regarded with the utmoſt diſpleaſure, by men 

of probity ; and operated as a ſignal of retirement, 


X. to 
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to thoſe of the nobility, who diſdained ſuch a col- 


league; as Archbiſhop, as Cardinal, and as Prime 


Miniſter, many ſolemnizations were held, but none 
he zarded an elegy to his memory. He had been» 


whilſt living, feared and contemned, 


Hr died on the 1oth of Auguſt, 1723, a 
martyr to the diſſolute life he had led. It was ne- 
ceſſary to amputate him, and upon a man of fixty- 


fix years, the operation was likely to be fatal. 
His advanced age, debility of conſtitution, with 
the heat of the ſeaſon, combined in a ſpeedy ap- 


pearance of mortification, In this terrible ſtate, 
bat fully ſenſible, the adminiſtration of the holy 
Viaticum was propoſed, which he rejected with 
horrid imprecations. The Prieſt alarmed, conjured 
thoſe ſurrounding him, to exert their influence 
| with the dying man. In vain they urged him to 
commune, and the Regent was obliged to be ſent 


for, to whole perſuaſion this abandoned wretch 
yielded, and received the Sacrament, before he 


expired. 


Ir his life had not been fo ſingular an inſtance, 
of the utmoſt profligacy, at which man can arrive, 
his dying moments would have been conſpicuous ; 


when 
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when after hearing the exhortations of ſome pions 
ſons of the Church, attending him, to no effect, 
although on an act fo effential to his falvation, he 
acceded io the earneſt injunction of a man, whom 
he had religiouſly tutored in ſimilar infidelity and 
contempt of all moral virtue. 


Tux Regent after his death, became more 
ſedate, and correct in his private conduct, he un- 
dertook the management of affairs and directed 
them with capacity. As a man he was adored, 
and in his public ſtation, his manners and deport- 
ment were ſo captivating, that they acted as a 


palliative to his meaſures; or rather to thoſe of 
the Cardinal's, which he ſanctioned. The latter 


harſh, arrogant, and violent, preſented a contraſt 
to the mildneſs, affability, and complacence of the 
Regent. The Pariſians were not inſenſible of the 
difference; and regretted that a Prince, born with 
ſo good a diſpoſition, had manifeſted ſo perverted 
an habit. They juſtly imputed it to the real 
cauſe—the natural reſult of ſuch a tutorage. 


UNFORTUNATELY for the people, whoſe 
grievances he had promiſed to attenuate, he ſur- 
vived his favorite only four months. In that ſhort 
period, he evinced that he was ſeriouſly diſpoſed 
to labour for the public good. 

X. 2. Or 
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On the 2d of November, this Prince reſigned 
his breat!.—an apoplectic fit, as he was fitting in 


his cloſet, in company alone with the Dutcheſs of 
Phalaris, attacked him. This Lady was his avow- 


ed Miſtreſs, and he expired in her arms, without 


uttering a word. 


To amplify and depict to che world the whole 
of his character, it may be remarked, that he 
was endowed with the bet nature, and no ten- 
dency whatever to vindictive meaſures, or ſeverity. 
The eſcape of the Duke of Maine from puniſh- 
ment, is an inſtance in paint; for he ſhewed no deſire 
to convict, however eaſy, it would have teen for him 
to inſtigate proofs, cr preſumptive evidence, of the 
Duke's having actually engaged, in the confpiracy 
againſt kim. He ſuffered the Jay to take its free 
courte, and left the parliament at ſiul liberty to j idge 
and decide ; retaining no memory, as other Prin- 
ces might, of the concerted union between Monſieu 
Du Maine, Madame de Maintenon, and Le Pere 
Telher, to afſi.me the regency, to his prejudice, as 
devolving to him by birth- right, from his quality of 
firit Prince of the blood. 


In the early part of his regency, he was much 
beloved; and that ſudden attachment acquired him 


from 


1 


from the people, the title of Philip le Debonnaire, or 
the meek, gentle. His attention to the health and 
education, of the infant Prince, left in his power, is 4 
manifeſt contradiction to the baleneſs of thoſe report: 
fabricated in the former reign, tending to inſinuate, 
that excited by ambition, he had, in order to pave 
his way to the throne, by ſecret machinations, cau- 
ſed the death of he Duke and Dutcheſs of Burgundy, 
and of their ſon the Duke of Britanny. | 


He was a Pa: ron of the arts and ſciences, and 
beſtowed the greateſt encouragement in promeiing 
them; and notwithſtanding the material defects of 
his adminiſtration, occaſioned by indolence of habit, 
exceſs of diffipation, and that facility of adopting 
pernicious councils, without permitting his judgment 
to weigh them, a very great panegyric may be con- 
ferred, although the effect muſt have been triſling in 
compariſon with the evils created, In thoſe looſe 
and unguarded moments, when ſocial convivialicy 
reigned, or when immerſed in greater exceſſcs, 
neither his miſtreſſes or friends ever had the art of 


extracting from him, any refolution of Government, 
or meaſure in contemplation. 


Tur moſt unpardonable act in lis condud. and 
which never can be effaced in the remembrance of 


true 


1} 


true Frenchmen, is the unlimited confidence he re- 
poſed in Dubois. A partiality might have been ex- 
cuſed in favor of the man who had educated him. 
This ſhould have been confine! within its proper 
extent, but to entruſt the reins of Government to 
ſuch a perſon, whole character he was not blind to, 
renders the motive leis excuſable. To promote af- 
terwards that very being, to the ftation of Prime 
Miniſter, whom on his tirſt advancement into the 
council of ſtate, he had cautioned to obſerve more 
rectitude and probity in his conduct, anc] elevating 
him to the rank of Archbiſhop and Cardinal, was 
an inſult to his ſubiects, and a total irreverence to 
religion. He could not harbor a doubt, thar he, 
who ſacrificed every tie to the bent of his paſſions, 
and regarded virtue as chimerical, would be ſwayed, 
in governing, by any principle whatſoever No 


zuſtification can prevail. 
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CHAP, XII. 


MONSIEUR LEE DUC BECOMES- FRIME MINISTER, —RICHE= 
Aru PAYS GREAT ATTENTION To ADA, DE PRIE, 
MISTRESS TO THIS PRINCE,—HE COMMUNICATES 70 
MER A MEMORIAL, RELATWE TO 4 PROPOSAL FOR 
THE MARRIAGE OF LEWIS XV, WITH THE DAUCGH. 
TER OF THE KING OF POLAND, IN PREFERENCE AND 
PREJUDICE TO THE INFANTA OF SPAIN. 


Tus Duke de Bourbon, called by way of 
diſtinction, Monſieur Le Duc, haſtened, on the 
news of the Regent's death, to ſolicit from the 
young Monarch, his approbation of the ſtation 
of Prime Miniſter, or dire&or of the affairs of 


Government. 
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Government, The King, yet a minor, aſſenting 
to his requeſt, the people flutered themſelves, 
they would, from the change, derive ſome bene- 
fit, and applauded the ſelection. Lewis the 1 5th's 
preceptor, then Biſhop de Frejus, and fince berter 
known as the Cardinal de Fleury, ſecretly aſpired 
to this dignicy ; but not conſidering that moment 
as favorable to avow his pretenſions, he ſupport- 
ed by his voice with the Monarch, thoſe of Mon- 
fieur De Bourbon. 


Tux diſgrace and miſmanagement of the exe- 
cutive power in the Regent's Governmeat, was 
not more conſpicuous, than that which ſoon ap- 
peared in the ſucceeding adminiſtration.— The 
Marchioneſs de Prie, wife to the French Am- 
baſſador at Turin, was the declared favorite of 
Monſieur Le Duc, and ruled him as completely 
as her caprice dictated, that France was ſubjected 
to her entire will; and if poſſible, the ſituation 
of the kingdom was more to be lamented, from 
a difference in the actual talents of the preſent 


to the former adminiſtrator. In a very ſhort time, 


the animoſity between the Houſes of D'Orleans 
and Conde broke out afreſh, every creature 
of the former houſe was diſplaced, and to crown 


the 
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the ſtrong meaſures adopted, it was reſolved to 
ſend back the Infanta of Spain, under pretext 
that ſhe was too young to eſpouſe the King. 


RicnELitu, devoted to the gaicty of the 
times, had never attached a ſcrious motive to any 
of his purſuits, Thinking the moment favorable, 
as an expert courtier, he dedicated his attention 
ſolely to the reigning favorite. He was attended 
to with pleaſure, initiated into the Cabinet, and one 
of the firſt to whom the proje & was diſcloſed, of 


allyiog Lewis XV. to the dauhgter of the King 
of Poland. 


PERFECTLY acquainted with the volatile cha- 
rafter of this Lady, he experienced with her the re- 


verſe of what he had met with in other attachments. 


Too egrawxful for the indulgencies on thoſe occaſions 


ſhewn him, he ventured oa no reproach, and was 
perfectly content: with the inviolable profeſſion, of 


remaining her confident and fitend ; accordingly, 


the Marchioneſs conſulted him on every plan, aud 


if his advice could have guided this imperious wo- 
man, the meaſures adopted, and purſued with obſti- 


nacy, might not have been ſo detrimental. 


Y, MaDAME 
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Mapa de Prie imparted to him the neceſſity 
ofa Queen of France, beirg indebted for her eleva- 
tion, entirely to the counſels of herſelf and the Duke 
de Bourbon. Without this, their power might poſ- 
fibly not extend beyond the King's coming of age. 
It was ſoindiſpenſable, that ſeveral alliances had been 
propoſed for the Monarch. Among thele, were the 
filter of this Prince ; Mademoiſelle de Vermendois; 
but Madame de Prie having incognito, paid this 
Princels a viſit at the Convent of Tours, heard a 
character of herſelf expreſſed with ſuch ſovereign 
contempt, that ſhe immediately dropped all inten- 
tion, of exalting this Princeſs, 


Tux Duke of Richelicu, politically engaged, 
gave much of his time to the labors of the Cabinet. 
This inclination was much ſeconded by Madame 
de Gontaut, a Ledy, in the pleaſure of whoſe com- 
pany he relaxed from the fatigue of ſtudy ; and 
could the Duke have been ſuſceptible of a ſerious 
attachment, ſhe was certainly in every reſpect de- 
ſerving of it. Dividing his leiſure moments be- 
tween her houſe and Madame de Matignon's, he 
felt at this juncture of his life, an enjoyment he had 
before been a ſtranger to ; and the former, by flat- 
tering his vanity with delicacy, in a prediction, 
that he would ſoon be required to fill an important 


poſt | 
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poſt in adminiſtration, completed his reform, and 
actuated his perſeverance in qualifying himſelf for 
that event. 


A MEMoRIAL, had been preſented to Ma- 


dame de Gontaut, framed, to divert the attention of | 


government, in favor of any other object than the 
Princeſs intended. Richelieu, admiring its com- 
poſition, aſſumed to | imſelf the merit, and know. 
ing, no abſolute determination had taken place, 
wiſhed that his recommendation, might be approved. 
Here follows an extract of the writer's ſentiments. 


ce Ax aſtoniſhment prevails, that in the ſeveral 
& propoſals of alliance deliberated upon for the 
& Monarch, that of the daughter to the Count of 
te [cczinſky, can have admitted of any confidera- 
6c tion.” 


© ABSTRACTED from the enormous dilpropor- 


<< tion that appears in every point of view, either as 
* to rank, high birth (being iſſued only from the 
* common claſs of nobility in Poland ), age, per- 


* {ona] accompliſhments ; a variety of reaſons, im- 


„ portant to the intereſts of the kingdom, in her 


e preſent ſituation, or relative to her future ſtate, 
4 uniting with the reſpect due to the memory of 


* the late King, in the renown he acquired to 


1 © France, 


3 * 2a -oncnnenfin i 
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ec France, ſeem of themſelves, ſufficient motives to 
« ſet aſide a project, that would operate fo contra- 


*ry in principle. Indeed nothing but the effect 
© of deſtiny, could cauſe ſach an alliance to be con- 
tc. de red as ſuitable for-ſo great a Prince; the ſame 
© alliance being declined by the Monarch's Cham- 
cc berlain ; broken off, as ſoon as intimated, by the 
& Prince de Bade, brother of Madame D'Orleans ; 
* and actually rejected by a Gentleman only of 
© France.” 5 


e Bur however forcible, theſe reaſons may 
* be, there is one of greater weight, which merits 
particular reflect ion.“ 


Is it not certain that in forming this alliance, 
et the nation will ſaddle themſelves with a burthen 
« difficult to be ſupported ? Diſcontent will be 


* engendered, in what may be requiſite to be done; 
c and thole, whoſe intereſts are ſerved, poſſibly 


may prove not ſuſceptible of gratitude.” 


« For whatever conditions are preſcribed, at 
« preſent, relative to the ſituation of the parties, 


te and which muſt meet perfect acquieſcence and 
e obedieace, it would be chimerical to ſuppoſe, that 


&« France hereafter will not he embarraſſed, in 
e rejecting her voice to pretenſions which the nation 


* will 


1 


will probably neither be able or willing to in- 
volve herlelf for che purpoſe of carrying into 
effect. It is chen evident that in eicher manner 
oblitacles ariſe.“ 


« I the King ſhould eventually be diffatisfied 
with the choice, what a ſcan lalous reproach 
would it be to thoſe who fixed it? But if it 
proves the reverſe, it is poſſible, that from ſupe- 
riority of age, ſuch an aſcendency may be gained 
on the young Prince's mind as to be convert- 
ed into views for her relations, militating 
againſt choſe of her benefactors: moreover, it 
behoves the dignity of France, to juſtify, or 
palliate in ſome degree, to Spain, and even to 
Europe, the ſtrong meaſure adopted, by repudi- 
ating the Infanta; and not to cauſe greater of- 


tence, by a ſelection fo very lowered in its con- 


WR :- 


e To obviate therefore, fo invidious a pre- 
ference, two Princeſſes deſcended from illuſtri- 


ous houſes, and eminent in perſonal and mental 


accompliſhments, are propoſed. Theſe are 


« THE Princeſs Chriſtiana Wilhelmina, 
daughter of the reigning Duke de Saxe Lize- 
nalt, and of a Princeſs de Wiſſenfels, born the 
d of September, 1711. 
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cc Au the Princeſs Louiſa Dorothea, daugh- 
© ter of the reigning Duke de Saxe Meunungen, 
& and of a Princeſs de Brandenburg, the iſſue of 
& Frederick William, the Elector, and born in 
32 


& In the election of either of theſe Princeſſes, 
& no embarraſſment can occur, as they are equally 
& highly worthy of the diſtinction, that will be 
&© conferred. The writer of this memorial, who 
* has the honor to ſuggeſt his ſentiments on the 
© occaſion, inclines however rather to the latter 
ﬆ of theſe Princeſſes ; and this only, in regard, of 
* the difference of years, being in her favor.” 


©© Tux only objection that can be devized 
5e js on the fide of religion. But the weight of this 


ce ſinks in a compariſon, of how much more ſeri- 
* ous conſequence it would have been, had any 
*© thoughts of alliance been directed, towards 2 
** Princeſs of Pruſſia, Denmark, or England, all 
* followers of the pretended reformed faith. 
*© The head branches of this houſe are Catholics, 
ce and as their converſion has been ſincere, the 
* propriety and happineſs derived {rom its en- 


“ joyment, has been liberally confeſſed. To op- 
*© poſe however, any remonſtrances on this head, 


te the 
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the Miniſter of Poland, at the Court of the holy 
* See, mult impart to his Holineſs, and obtain his 


* concurrence, for the propoſition being made 
« here, in the direct name of the Pope.— This 


s mult effectually filence all oppoſers, and the 
*© only pretext offering.” 


lx the apprehenſion which his ſacred emi- 
& nence will entertain, of the choice devolving on 
& another proteſtant Princeſs, there is no doubt of 
&« the preference to a Princeſs of the houſe of Sax- 
© ony, from the greater hope ariſing of her con- 
& verſion. France, likewiſe will derive an open- 
© ing for a reconciliation with Spain. The cre- 
&« dit of Poland at Rome, will be employed to ef- 
te fect the Pope's interpoſition with the Spaniſh 
c Monarchy ; and ſuch a mediation can only ope- 
& rate with the ſucceſs wiſhed, ſince that of Eng- 
1 land has failed.“ 


« IF this overture is deemed acceptable, the 
* means and mode of purſuing it to tend to a hap- 
& py termination, will be detailed at greater length; 
“ but if againſt all expectations, the reſolution is 
c fo fixed, and that meaſures are already concer- 
e ted to carry it into execution, arguments to 


«© countera& 
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* co interact it muſt ceaſe, and give place to ex- 
ce pedients, that may be attempted to ſoften its ri- 
4 gor, and mitigate the reſentmeut of Spain.” 


Map ame de Gontaut, ſaw with pleaſure the 


earneſt endeavors of the Duke de Richelieu, to effect 
the puppoſe they w.ſked. However flattering, the 
proſpect of ſucceſs, the Princeſs of Saxe was not 
preferred. Paris Duvernai, a man whoſe (way 
preponderated with Monſizur Le Duc, and Ma- 
dame de Pric, confirmed thein in the firſt election; 
and the daughter of a dethroned King, more aged 
than Lewis XV. deſttute of either fortune, 
or poſſeſien, bringing wich her only chimerical 
and embarraſſing claims, was deſtined, to be 
veſted with ſo high an honor. 


Tnos k nations, inimical to France, received 
with ſatisfaction the accounts of this determina» 
tion, which they foreſaw muſt ſooner or later in- 
volve her in a war with the Spcaniſh Monarchy, 
They concluded that Philip V. Uncle to 
the King, and Grandſon to Lewis XIV. with 
whom a connection of this nature, ſo clearly for 
the advantage of both Monarchies, ought to have 
been preferable, admitting even rhat it had not 
been previouſly reſolved on, would reſent the in- 


ſult 
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{alt of the Infanta of Spain being repudiated ; and 
this from no other cauſe, than to ſatisfy the ca- 
price of a Miſtreſs, to the perſon entruſted with the 
adminiſtration of the kingdom. 


Wrar an example of Miniſters, veſted with 
ſole and unlimited power, ſacrificing every thing 
to its continuation, in the view of gratifying their 
intereſt and ambition! Kings are neceſſarily obliged 
to delegue a certain portion of their power; an 
in this confidence, which becometh precarious, 
in regard to its being well or ill placed, depends 
the good or pernicious Government of a king- 
dom. The power of one man, if it was poſſible 
to ſecure it from error, would certainly, in its 
tendency, be more active and efficient, both in 
the diſcernment of merit and the quick puniſh» 
ment of crimes. Unfortunately, inſtances of this 
kind never occurring, the ſuppoſition becomes 
imaginary; Monarchs from their education, ſeldom 


are capable of governing, and by their habits 


are eſtranged, from the attention and labor re- 
quiſite. 1 hence reſults the reins devolving to 


ſome favorite, on whom partiality alone and not 


capacity dire ting the choice, it too often follows, 


2 rliag 


e 
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that rapacity, tyranny and inſolence, aſſume, in 
their name, an unbounded ſway. 


IT is from ſuch conviction that this deſtruc- 
tive Hydra has at Jength been annihilated ; and 
the wikiom eſtabliſhing the decree of the reſpon- 
ſibility of Miniſters, cannot be too greatly ap- 
plauded. 


Tur ceremony of the King's marriage was 
performed with every becoming dignity ; and the 
young Queen appeared amazed with the ſplendor 
attending her. Mild, innocent, and unaſſuming, 
ſhe took her ſeat on the Throne, doubting the 
reality of her good fortune, 


Is the proceſs of time, ſo confined is the 
gift of human foreſight, that this very alliance, 
conſidered and condemned then, as the fruits of 
an intriguing and deſigning woman, proved of 
ſolid benefit to the kingdom's acquiſitions. The 
Dutchies of Lorraine and Bar, then held by the 
Queen's Father, only in zſafruct, became, upon 
his death, annexed to the French Monarchy. 


E 


CHAP. XIII. 


THE DUKE OF RICHPLIEU IS NAMED AMBASSADOR EXTRA. 
ORDINARY TO VIENNA, HIS DEPUTATION APPEARING 
TO THATCOURT MORE A THE DESIGN OF FSPYING 1IT$ 
Hos, THAN FROM ANY NECESSITY FOR SUCH 4 COM» 


MISSION, —HIS RECEFTION IS DEFERRED, AND HIMSELF 


SUBTECTED TO GREAT MORTIFICATION,— QUARKEL 
WITH THE DUC DE RIPERD 4, AMBASSADOR FROM SPAILN, 


Tur Regent's Court had been ſach a cauſe for 
ſcandal in the world, that a difficulty occurred in 
the ſelection of women of unblemiſhed reputation 
for the Queen's houſhold. Too general had the 
faſhion prevailed of affi xing ſome favorite to every 


2Z. 2. lady 


* 
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lady, that this determination was obliged to be a- 
bandoned, and thoſe ladies deemed to have been 
the objects of calumny, were nominated. In moſt 
of thoſe choſen, the Duke found an allurance of 


fupport in his political views. 


RicutLieu's obſequiouſneſs to Madame de 
Prie, did not however impede his attention to the 
Biſhop. His penetration ſoon acquainted him 
with the aſcendency which that Prelate had gained 
on the mind of the young King, whence he was ful- 
ly perſuaded that the commencement of his c reer 
as Prime Miniſter, would occur as ſoon as the op- 
portunity offered, fromthe King's non-age expiring. 
This Prelate, under an exterior the moſt unaſſum- 
ing, concealed the moſt inordinate ambition ; but 
ſhrewd, endowed with capacity, and fatisfied that 
what he aſpired to, was within his attainment, he 
was content to aſcend the ladder of his hope, by 
the means of a gentle and gradual progreſs. 


InDicxnanT, that the reins of Government 
ſhould have fallen into ſuch hands as Madame de 
Prie's, whom he perceived, equally with the nation, 
folely governed Monſieur le Duc, he magnified to 
his pupil every error committed. Having had the 
virtue to reſiſt almoſt ſingly, the intention in the 
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counci}, regarding the Infanta, he juſtly concluded, 
the courtiers, and the reigning power, would effect 
their utmoſt to prejudice him with the young Queen, 
as having had no hand in, but on the contrary having 
oppoled, her advancement, he thought therefore, che 
moment was not to be neglected, of availing himſelf, 
of the dominion he had eſtabliſhed, in the Monarch's 
mind; and accordingly, embraced this opportunity 
ol diſplaying to him, the pernicious conſequences, 
of allowing any woman, to participate in the affairs 
of Government. His pupil ſaw with the eyes of 
his Governor, and though delighted in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the young Queen, whoſe beauty and 
accompliſhments, he, without reſerve, to thoſe 
courtiers bringing compariſons to his obſervation, 
declared his opinion, of their tranſcendence, yet, 
from this notion early inculcated, he never ſuff-red 
the Queen, to influence or interfere, in any reſpect, 
in his councils. 


Taz Abbe de Livry, Miniſter of France, in 
Portugal, had the unpleaſant taſk of announcing to 
the King and Queen of Spain, the reſolution, of the 


French Council, reſpecting their daughter, He 
was immediately ordered to depart; and the People 
ſympathizing, in the juſt reſentment of their mo- 


narch, 
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narch, inſulted on every occaſion thoſe Frenchmen 
they met. The Queen, in particular feeling the 
Auſtrian dignity contemned, ſhewed an exceſs of | 
rage; and allowed not the King any reſpite to his 
grief, till ſhe had excited him to diſpatch orders to 
the Duke de Riperda, his miniſter at Vienna, to | 
conclude with the Emperor, a treaty of alliance of- 
fenſive and defenſive, 
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Ir was particularly incumbent, at this criſis, 
for the King's or rather the Nation's intereſts, that 
his Majeſty ſhould have at Vienna a vigilant minif- 
ter; and the Duke de Richelieu, in the enjoyment 
of court favor, had credit enough to have it reſolved, 
that his capacity was adequate to the magnitude of 
ſo important a truft, He took ſometime in the 
neceſſary preparation, determined, that his embaſ- 

ſy ſhould carry the ſplendor of the repreſentation of 
a great monarch, towards the firſt Prince on the 
Throne in Europe. The interval, preceding his 
departure, was accordingly paſſed, in giving the 
orders requiſite for the ſumptuous reception, he me- 
ditated; and in adicu to thoſe Ladies of the Court 
and his friends, who had honored him with their re- 


. 


His 
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His pride felt a pleaſure, in the dignity he was 
appointed to; and conſcious how requiſite his firſt 
outſet in this diplomatic employ ſhould be ſignalized, 
he confided, in the force of his genius and natural 
ability to conduce to the end, and to ſupply what 
talents uncultivated and inexperience, might oc- 
caſion the defect of. Accordingly, in the reſult, 
will be evinced, the force of the former predomi- 


nating, and this in ſo conſpicuous a manner, as to 
cauſe a natural concluſion, that, had the latter been 
at:ended to, his political career would have been 


brilliant, and poſſibly vied, with the moſt eminent 
Miniſters, who had ruled the kingdom. In an e- 
qual degree, will be ſeen his abilities, as a General 
prevail, though in this art, he had derived the be- 
nefit, of early obſervation and inſtruction, under 


renowned maſters. 


ARrRIveD at Vienna, he diſplayed the riches 
and elegance, he commanded. A magnificent ha- 
bitation, numerous in attendants, ſuperbly furniſh- 
ed, a ſelect ſuite of gentlemen in the Ambaſſador's 
retinue, all announced, the oſtentation and parade 


of the deputy of a great Prince. 


| NoTwIrTHSTANDING the air and grandeur in 
this equipage, it did not impoſe, to attract that reſ- 


pect 


— 
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pect he might have expected. On the contrary, 
his preſence was thought obnoxious: He was de- 
rided, as too young for an Ambaſſador. (He then 
was only 29 years of age.) He imparted theſe 
rebuffs to the Biſhop de Frejus, who reco mmend- 
ed the exerciſe of his patience, and above all, that 
of his diſcretion. Charles VI. proud and impe- 
rious, was ſubjected to the moſt ſcrupulous eti- 
quette; devout and rigorous in an obſervance of 
the ceremonies of his religion, he compelled every 
attendant at his Court to undergo the ſame martyr- 
dom. Richelieu, tired to death in the length of 
theſe daily avocations, complained moſt bitterly of 
them to his friend the Dutcheſs of ***, with u hom, 
during his abſence, he maintained a regular literary 
intercourſe, as well, as with the Marquis de Silly, 
who put him aufait, of every thing tranſacting at 
Court. 


Tux public Miniſters of the Emperor, jea- 
lous of each other, and ſtill more of Prince Eu- 
gene, were united however, in diſinclination, to 
tl.e Duke's public charater. They did not like 
a Miniſter of that ſtamp, at the Court they were 
employed. The ſuperiority of the Prince's influence, 


aroſe from the project of the Spaniſh Treaty, 


which 


1 


which the Emperor, contemplating as his own 
work, was charmed with the proſpect of ſo many 
inter- marriages between the Arch-Dutcheſſes of 
Auſtria, and che Infantas of Spain. 


Ir behoved the Ambaſſador of France, play- 
ing ſo ſecondary a part, at this juncture, to con- 
duct himſelf with the greateſt firmneſs, and the 
moſt conſummate addreſs. The Court had de- 
ſigned to put the Duke de Riperda, in the exclu- 
five poſſeſſion of the Catholic Chapel, affigned 


to the Ambaſſadors; ptetending, that when once 
it was in the occupation of one of them, it could 


not be ceded to the other, without affronting him, 
to whoſe ſervice it had been deſtined. In every 
circumſtance, they fought, to humiliate Richelieu, 
who received at this juncture an order from his 
Court to defer his public entry, The Duke ſpi- 
ritedly replies, that he muſt make, and in every 
reſpet, ſupport equal pretenſions, and infiſt upon 
being placed on a fimilar footing with the Duke 
de Riperda; who, he intimates, is ſoon to de- 
part for Spain, to occupy the ſtation of Prime 
Miniſter. In his letter ro Monſieur de Mor- 
ville, ſecretary for foreign affairs, he enlarged 
on the propriety, of aſſuming the greateſt conſe- 
quence, and to ſpeak in a tone of language, 


A, 2, | that 


1 


chat will do away effectuaily, an idea entertained of 


the weakneſs and timidity prevailing in the French 
government. He anſwers for the ſucceſs of ſuch a 
plan, and predicts, it will tend to an eventual acquieſ- 
cence, in the court of Vienna becoming mediator 
with Spain. For he adds, in ſupport of this aſſer- 
t on, cha: his judgement is formed in regard to the 
Emperor. An averſion for war, and a predilection 


only for Spain, in the natural wiſh of raiſing a ſplen- 
did eſtabliſhment tor his Daughters, and thence, the 
Duke's perſuaſion arifes, that an apprehenſion of 

| being thwarted in his favorrite ſcheme, by his time 
being occv2ic:! and devoted to other operations; 
Joined to a becoming reſpe& for the power, with 
whom fuch a conteſt may enfue, will cauſe the pre- 
ferenc© to be given to every point, wherein, the 
tranquillity of carrying into effect the former pre- 
ponderance will be ſecured. 


Ox c E his principle of action eſtabliſhed, the 
Duke gives toit every individual ſupport; and con- 
ceiving, his powers of Plenipo, to adinit of the 
greateſt latitude to his judgement, he boldly per- 
fiſts, in a reſolution, to maintain the line, he has 
traced for his conduct, and recommended to his 
Court, the confirmation of, 


So 


[ 179 ] 


So far, from the Ambaſſadors reaſons pre- 
vailing with the Secretary, Monſieur de Morville, 
in anſwer, abſolutely rejects the idea, of any proba- 
bility, exiſting in a hope, of France effecting a me- 
diation witli Spain, through the Emperor's interpo- 
ſition. He declares its impoſſibility, viewing the 
relative ſtate of the Emperor with that kingdom ; 
and heſitates not to pronounce, that if an intention 


of the Kind has come to light, to warrant or occa- 


ſion ſuch a ſuppoſition, it could only originate in 
direct fallacy, from an expectation thereby of 
exciting ſuſpicions and divifions, in the good 
underſtanding between the Courts of England and 
France; by whoſe endeavors alone the ſucceſs 
of ſo defirable a meaſure can be inſured. Mon- 


fieur de Morville thence concludes the neceſſity 
of temporizing. 


TRE Duke, nevertheleſs, adheres ſyſtematical- 
ly to the rule laid down ; and in his next diſpatch- 
es, has the ſatisfaction to announce the Emperor's 
permiſſion for his public entry, with every aſſurance 
on the part of the Emperor, expreſſed by his Mi- 


piſters, how ſincerely, it is his wiſh to maintain a 


pacific footing wich France. Riperda, ſecure in 
every attention, and of having communicated what- 
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ever might tranſpire, thought, he might aſſume 3 
ſuperiority in perſonal conduct towards a young man, 
whom he affected to diſregard, as incapable of diſ- 
charging the employ he was veſted with. He had, 
in conſequence, arrogated to himſelf the precedence, 
and in the ſame vein of preſumption, concluded 
to maintain it with impunity. Richelieu, in whoſe 
ſentiments, he was ſet down as an empty, vain 
coxcomb, determined within himfelf, ſoon to a- 


cate his infolence. In this intent, he was careful 
of ayoiding any public difference, that might in- 
volve a diſcuſſioa between the two Courts; but 
deemed himfelf at full liberty to repreſs the conti- 
nuation of ſuch conduct, by a private reſentment 
between Ambaſſador and Ambaſſador. An op- 
portunity ſoon occurred: on a Levee day, they 
arrived in a manner togerher, but Riperda deſcend- 
ing the firſt from his Carriage, attempts in a hur- 
ry to get before him in entering the room where 
the Emperor was. Richelieu, penetrated into the 
motive, and more alert than the Spaniard, out-ſtrips 
him, on the ſtair caſe, and puſhing by him, appa- 
rently in an accidental manner, elbows him with 
ſuch force, that the Duke retrogades and falls, which 
gives the other the advantage of preſenting himſelf 
agreeable to his rank, But this, the Duke coniz- 


ders, 
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Cers, as not the only point to gain. He wiſhes 
this affair to have more Eclat, and for this purpoſe 
repairs in the evening to the hotel of Riperda. 
The Duke is denied. The next morning, a ſer- 
vant 1s deputed; with enquiries after his Excellen- 
cy's health; no anſwer is returned; when they 
meet, Kichelieu expreſſes his aſtoniſhment , that 
he had not been honored with a meſſage, ſince he 
had ſent and preſented himſelf at his door, to obey 
his commands.—Riperda, articulates ſome words 
confuſedly, and quits the Duke, who denotes, by 
a ſhrug of his ſhoulders, his contempt, for ſuch 
a termination. The thoughts however of contend- 
ing for future precedency are relinquiſhed, and 
ſhortly after the Spaniard 1s recalled, 


RicHELIEv, devized every means to improve 
his intimacy with the Prince Eugene, who teſtified 


on every occaſion a friendly regard and attention, 
But theſe marks of kindneſs, being confined to tri 
fles, and carrying in them nothing communicative, 
the Duke ſought how to effect the latter. With this 
view, he obtains an introduction to the Counteſs 
Badi ani's, the acknowledged favourite of the Prince, 
and by an unremitted perſeverance, ſucceeding in 
the end in procuring for himſelf an agreeable and 


confidental 
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confidential reception, became the depoſitory of the 
Prince's ſecrets, which the latter's reſpe& for his 
Miſtreſs judgment, caufed him to unpart. 


IT was through this channel our expert and 
inſinuating ambaſſador, gained intimation, of l. at 
had been reſolved reſpecting him. He was infor- 
med, the Emperor heſitated, although, the permiſ- 
fion for the entry had been given, to fix for ic a 
particular day; and likewiſe that the Duke of Riper- 
da, à ho had publicly notice.! his recall, was preſſed 
and inclined to remain. The Duke, kereupon, 
fearful ot being committed, by a diſappointment, in 
the tenor of the aſſurances, he had conveyed to his 


Court, importunes, that the permiſhon may be com- 
plete. He receives for anſwer trom the Prince Eu- 


gene, and Monſieur de Zinzendorff, that the Em- 
peror, unaccuſtomed to have any topic urged, or 
preſſed, on him by the Ambaſſador of any ſovereign, 
will conſult his convenience in the determination. 


CHAP. XIV. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


RICHELIEU'S PUBLIC FNTRY,— ADVENTURE OF THE SLED- 


GES, IN COMPANY WITH THE PRINCESS DE LICHTEN. 
STEIN, CONSEQUENCE THEREOF, —HE CO-OPERATES Es- 


SENTIALLY, IN OBTA|NING FOR THE BISHOP A cat. 
NAL'S HAT, —HIS .4D MISSION INTO THE ORDER OF THE 
HOLY GHOST, ERE HE IS OF AGE, — HIS NEGOCILATION 
TERMINATED, AND RETURN TO PARIS. 


Arrzurrs and attempts were repeated, but the 
Court of Auſtria partaking of the flow dignity of 
that of Spain, evaded ſtill the requeſt for an 
appointment of the day. The Duke's patience 
was nearly exhauſted, when the Emperor, named 
the 7th of November, for the public eatry, and on 


the 
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the morrow of that day for the public audience. 
On this occaſion, his magnificence was unbounded; 
and his entry into the City of Vienna, exceeded all 
other public ceremonies, of this nature, that had 
occurred in this capital. Sixty nine carriages; 
with fix horſes to each, all richly apparelled, his 
own, or firſt carriage of ſtate, in which he rode, 
ſurpaſſed in elegance and taſte. The inſide lined 
with crimſon velvet, embroidered with gold and 
gold fringed ; the four large pannels, his arms and 
trophies emboſſed in gold ; the ſmall ones equally 
charged with his cypher, the horſes Bay, with 
crimſon harneſs ſet in gold; and aigrettes of crim- 
ſon feathers, varied with gold fringe. 


Tax other five carriages of ſtate, that follow- 
ed the Duke's coach, were elegantly painted and 


embroidered, and the horſes equally ſumptuouſly 
accoutred. 


On the ſecond carriage was handfomely de- 
figned, the attributes of peace, It was of blue 
velvet, and light grey horſes. 


Tas third of green velvet, and dark grey 
horſes. | 


Tux fourth of pale yellow, with fix black 
bor fes. 


Tux 
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Tux fifth and fixth, were one of grey and 
the other ot roſe velvet, with beautiful Roan horſes, 
to each of them. | | 

T's ſuch equipages, were attached, the moſt 
brilliant ſuite. 

Six Couriers, in red velvet jackets, embroi- 
dered fancifully and lightly with filver ; huffar pan- 
taloons, and half boats, 

FirTy footmen, in the Duke's own liveries, 
ſcarlet cloth, and large filver lace, Hats, embroi- 
dered in ſilver, point d Eſpagne, and white feathers, 
with filver hilted ſwords. 

 TweLve Heyduques, with filver ſtaffs. 

TweELvE Pages on horſeback, cloathed in red 
velvet and filver ; Governor of the Pages; his de- 
puty, maſter of the Horſe ; deputies ; Swiſs ; twen- 


ty-four grooms, ſome on horſeback, others leading 
of horſes capariſoned ; and all dreſſed, in a degree 
| of proportion, to the whole of the magnificence, 
_ exhibited. 
| To crown and immortalize, the annal of this 
ſplendid ſhow, the Ambaſſador, had ordered ali, 
the horſes to be ſhod with filver ; and the creſcents 
of each hoot, joinining together, only by a nail. 
looſely fixed on, the ſhoes were all dropped in tha 


B. 3, proceſſion, 
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proceſſion, and the multitude, eager for ſuch ſpoils, 
rent the air, in loud acclamations of joy. 


Ox the next day, the Ambaſſador had his 
public audience of the Emperor, the reigning Em- 
prets, the Dowager Empreſs Amelia; and the fame 
pemp reizned. The Duke appeared in his Parlia- 
mentary Robes, as Peer of F rance, and introduced 
this veſtment, for all public and grand occaſions. 
In his palace, were tables laid for five hundred co- 
vers. The Gentlemen of the Nuncio, thoſe of the 
Archbiſhop of Vienna, with all the officers, apper- 
taining to the Noblemen of the greateſt gure in 
the city, were convened; and the Duke, to afford 
them more liberty, had every apartment thrown 
open. He withdrew for the day, and only returned 
to his Hotel late at night. This day likewiſe, was 
favorable to him, by the ſudden departure of the 
Duke of Riperda. 


RIcnELIEu, was prepared to hear of the dif- 
grace, that ſoon happened of Monſieur Le Duc, 
and of Madame de Prie. He received, therefore, 
the account with a ſymptom of regret, unmixed 
with aſtoniſhment. Every day he witneſſed the ha- 
tred and contempt in which theſe characters were 


At 
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at Vienna; and ſenſible, of the daiiy progteſs the 


Biſhop of Frejis was acquiring in the eſtecm and 


confidence of the Monarch, he foreſaw the litter 
would ſeize with avidiry, thoſe claro. excited 
againſt their adminiſtration, to ſacrifice them to 
his ambition, 

Tas French Miniſtry, perfectly convinced 
that the Emperor was not ſincere, in the intenti- 
on of mediating a reconciliation with Spain, Mon- 
fieur de Morville, in the name of the King, ſent 
the Duke, an expreſs order, to place no other 
reliance to effect this purpoſe, than on the endea- 
vors of the Pope and King of England. The 
Duke of Richelieu ſatisfied, he was right in his 
opinion, had to oppoſe that of his own Court, re- 
lative to this point, and at the ſame time to coun- 
teract the projects of the Court of Vienna. His 
vigilance and occupation were ſo inceſſant, that 
they cauſed an alteration in his health. This ſe- 
dateneſs, did not ſuit the activity of the mind, and 
conduced to deranze the habit. He felt obſtruc- 
tions, and in the midſt of tliis anealineſs, his good 
fortune broucg! Damis again, the man fo much 
regretted, Without expl:1n:ng, to the Nuke, any 


reaſons for his abſence, he only told him, he had 


B. b. 2. vowed, 
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vowed, never to renew or attempt chymical ex- 
periments, which might tend to a ſuppoſition of 
his having diſcovered the ſecret of the philoſo- 
pher's Stone. That his fole employment now, 
was in the ſtudy of Botany, analizing various plants, 
and compounding them together, he had found in 
their mixture, ſeveral virtues, that had enabled him 
to remedy, to the eaſe of patients, with effect. 
The Duke, was happy in obtaining his preſcription, 
and after a few alternatives, he adviſed the conſtant 
uſe of weak Tea, which the Duke ever found of 
ſingular benefit to his conſtitution. Damis, alſo 
favored him with a recipe, for ſome other medi- 
cines; and judging by the labels, deſcribing their 
different application, aihxed to them, in the Duke's 


Cabinet, there is every reaſon to conclude, they 
were adminiſtered with equal ſucceſs. 


Tat object of the Duke's embaſſy, being de- 
layed, that ſtyle of magnificence he had commen- 
ced with, and which he was, in reputation, bound 
to keep up, during his ſtay, plunged him into an 
immoderate expence; and not meeting wich eaſe, 
a credit, amongſt the Germans, he had been oblig- 
ed to have recourſe, to mortgaging ſecretly ſome 


jewels. 
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jewels. This mortified him exceedingly, and join- 
ed to his ſentiments ard operations being thwarted, 
and his ſupplies more ſcanty, than he was led ta 
expect, would be remitted, he threatened, to de- 
mand his recall. The Emperor, likewiſe, never 


invited him to aſſiſt at any public ceremony, than 
thoſe of the chapel, which mode of ſervice, was 
rendered by its tediouſneſs, particularly obnoxious 
to him; and altogether feeling his ſituation embar- 
raſſing and unpleaſant, he complained loudly to 
Monſieur de Morville, and the Biſhop de Frejus, 
which procured from the latter, the following letter: 


* Rambouillet, the 4th May, 1726. 
« have received, Sir, within two days of each 


other, your letters of the roth and 17th, that you 
have done me the honor to addreſs. 


« IT is very true, that in the peruſal of your 
diſpatches, an obſervation in the council occurred, 
that their contents marked an expectation, of being 
recalled, as being perfectly coincident with 
your own wiſh, Monſieur de St. Saphorin in- 
timated the ſame, and there was every probability 
of it, two months ago. No diſpleaſure has reſulted 
therefrom, as it was allowed, that in the unpleaſant 


ſituation 
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ſituation you had found yourſelf, it was very natu- 
ral, to be defirous of returning. You may aſſure 
yourſelf, Sir, that from this ſuggeſtion, no unfavora- 
ble impreſſion has ariſen ; and if your recall was 
not thought to be prejudicial, in the preſent ſtate 
of affairs, the contempt, the Emperor manifeſts to 
the due maintenance of ctiquette between the two 
courts, having only, as his reſident here, a ſimple 
Charg< d' Affaires; ſuch a neglect alone, would ſuf- 
fice, to occaſion the meaſure. 


© ALTHOU GH, we are not acquainted thorough- 
ly, with the abilities of Monfieur de St. Saphorin, 
we are fully purſuaded, that from your inti- 
macy, there 1s, in what he communicates, a 
great portion of your own ſentiments and 
reſlections, and too great a degree of praiſe cannot 
be laviſhed, on the diſtinguiſhed manner, you dit- 
charge the functions of your office. You have 
ſpoken with preciſion, on the character of the court 
at which you reſide; and you have developed their 
_ views in ſo jult a manner, that you have acquired 
every confidence, to treat with them, in the mode 
you propoſe and think belt adapted. The expan- 


ded hopes, created by the Duke of Riperda, may 
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have excited an inclination for war ; but ſince this 
Miniſter's departure, the Emperor, has had reaſon 
to imagine he deceived him; and that in fact, che 
| King of Spain was in want of money, for the pay- 
ment of his troops, and other incidental diſburſe- 
ments. It is to this Change of opinion, may be aſcri- 
bed, the late aſſurance from the Emperor's Miniſ- 
ters, of no wiſh for war prevailing, and not to diſin- 
clination for, in the ſame breath, they neglect not to 
direct the practice of the moſt inſidious means, in 
order to diſunite us with England. 


* THz uneaſineſs, you expreſs in regard to the 
delay of your remittances, muſt proceed from the 
embarraſſment they create. It muſt be hoped, 
that money will circulate in greater plenty, than it 
has of late done ; and that the King's treaſury, will 
in conſequence, ſoon be enabled to defray your 


Juſt demands. It is an effect of your prudence, to 
conceal the expedient, you have, from this inatten- 


tion, been driven to the neceſſity of adopting, and 


on my part, Sir, I beg of you to rely, the particulars 
will never be revealed. 


* I arPREREND, that in the public correſpondence 
with you, there is no reſerve maintained; for it 
would be depriving you, of that unlimited con- 

\ 
fidence, 
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fidence, you are entitled to command. We are 
at this moment, in a critical poſition; and Europe, 
is too agitated, not to cauſe the ſhock to burſt ſome 
where; an event, I conceive, not very remote. 
Permit me, to aſſure you of the reſpect and perfect 
attachment, with which 1 have the honor to be, 


&c. &c. 


A. H. BISHOP DE FREJus.” 


Tais letter, hewever flattering, did not an- 
nounce a ſpeedy relief to his finances. He ſaw 


with pain, likewiſe, that notwithſtanding the 
Biſhop's declaration of the confidence repoſed in the 
ability of his negotiation, and however he had ex- 
preſſly written, that the meaſure his court was fo in · 
tent upon, would originate and take place through 
the Emperor alone; till, that the favorite idea of 
treating with Spain, only through the medium of 
his Holineſs and England, was not abandoned. 


His Steward, whom be had ordered to procure 
money for him at any rate, ſent him ſixty thouſand li- 
vres; and his good friend the Dutcheſs ot“, gave 
another proof ot her ſincere attachment, in a ſupply of 
one hundred thouſand livres; which, become a widow 
and miſtreſs of her fortune, {he had opportunely, the 
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power of obliging him, with the loan of. Theſe 
ſums alleviating ; his pecuniary embarrafſiments, 
moderated the impatience he felt, in the recolle&i- 
on ot Monſieur de Morville's promiſes, that were 
conſtantly repeated, but never performed. 


THz Duke's anxiety removed—his activity, 
ſupportedby the dignity of his conduct and appear- 
ance, was renewed with full vigor, and ſoon he 
had the pleaſure of oblerving, that matters promiſ- 
ed a more favorable aſpect. The Counts Zin- 
zendorff, and Stahremberg, in the converſations 
taey beld with him, affected more candor ; but 
Prince Eugene, thinking to intimidate, by the 
tone he aſſumed, ſpoke with warmth againſt France; 
at the ſame time, that he clearly diſcloſed a roote(! 
animoſity againſt the King of England. The 
Duke, unaccuſtomed, to admit of ſuch a ſtrain of 
language, thought it prudent to diſſemble; and 
laying no ſtreſs on his forbearance, he drew, from 
his moderation, every advantage, he could have 
wiſhed. He penetrated, that however the threats 


of the Prince, he was only excited by his own de- 
ſire, for war, and in the ſentiments delivered, had 
been guided by the Vice Chancellor, who had 
ſome perſonal views to gratify; and fo far, from his 
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afcribing them, as the language of the Emperor, 
he was confirmed, by their application on this oc- 
eaſion in the judgement he had early formed of 
him. His diſcretion in ſuffering the Prince Eu- 
gene to proceed uninterrupted, with the addreſs, 
he employed in ſoothing him, placed him more 
ſtrongly in the Prince's perſonal eſteem. | 


Tus apparent frankneſs of che other Miniſters, 
he conſidered as the language of a Court, convey- 
ing no meaning ; and however they declared the 
Emperor's intentions to arm, and to act efficiently 


in the behalf of Spain, he deemed, and juſtly, as 
the event proved, that the new levies would never 


be employed, in the manner profeſſed. 


In this opinion he received further confirmati- 
on, by an unexpected incident. The Emperor, 
appearing never to think of the Duke, but on re- 
ligious feſtivals, invited him at laſt, to a grand par- 
ty of pleaſure, that the Court were to enjoy upon 
Sledges. Richelieu , preſented himſelf with his 
uſual magnificence, and the care of attending the 
Princeſs of Lichtenſtein fell to his happy lot. 
This lady, one of the moſt eminent women of the 
court, in point of beauty, figure, and underſtand- 
ding, was on a friendly footing, and much reſpected 


by 
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by moſt of the miniſters, The Duke minute in his 
attention, gallantly profuſe of his compliments, ſoon 
engaged a ſimilar return from the Princeſs; and the 
converſation after this decorous reciprocity, becom- 
ing more intereſted, the Princeſs commended the 
zeal, he diſplayed in the intereſts of his court, that 


ſuch conduct, particularly from the obſtacles, ke 


had met with, reflected much honor on him, and 


from the perſonal concern, he inſpired her with, ſhe 
would with pleaſure, afford him her advice. 


Tat Princeſs proceeded in aſſuring him, that 
the intent of the augmentation of the army, was on- 
ly oftenſible ; for it neither was the wiſh, or con- 
ſiſtent with the Emperor's policy, to involve him- 
ſelt in a war with France, how great ſoever the deſ- 
picable opinion, entertained of its government, 
weakneſs, and financial reſources. For, that a ſtrong- 
er inſtance of the imbecility prevailing in the mi- 
niſtry of that kingdom, could not be afforded, than 
in the great want of penetration ſhewn, in conciliat- 
ing the mediation, of two ſuch powers, as the Pope 
and England, to co-operate in effecting with Spain, 
what, it was manifeſt to all Europe, reſted on the 
will, ſole power and pleaſure of the Emperor. The 
Duke of Richelieu, ſaw with much pleaſure, that 
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theſe obſervations accorded entirely with the ideas 
he had ſuggeſted to his Court. More confirmed in 
the propriety of adding, as he had preſcribed, he 
enforced in his diſpatches, the indiſpenſable ne- 
ceſſity of their adoption. He replied, to the Em- 
peror's miniſters, that France was prepared both in 
men and money; and poſſeſſing thoſe ſinews, it 
was a deſire of humanity alone, that had dictated 
previous negotiation. The miniſtry, at length, 
convinced by the force of his reaſoning, determi- 
nately approved of his ſyſtem, and liberally acknow- 
ledged the keenneſs and ſuperiority of his penetrati- 


on and political ability. 


Tux diſtinguiſhed preference he had enjoyed 
with the ſex, and the prognoſtication of riſing fa- 
vor with the monarch, by his ſelection to ſo impor- 
rant a truſt, naturally raiſed ſeveral enemies, aſpiring 
with him, to equal honors. They had interpreted 
the delay of the negociation, as a clear indication 


of want of talent; and concluded, it was unreaſona- 
ble, to form any expectation, from a buſineſs, en- 
truſted to a perſon, of ſuch youth, diſſipation, and 
inexperience;—the reſult proved their miſtake, and 
the Duke had the glory of impoſing ſilence to his 
enemies, as well as to juſtify the choice of his friends, 
in their nomination, 


Taz 
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Tux Princeſs of Lichtenſtein, who had con- 
ferred ſuch obligation, merited well the moſt grate- 
ful return; andthe Duke on whom, ſuch confidence 
was never ill beſtowed, rendered her an undivided 
homage. Their mectings to obviate any um- 
brage the miniſtry might take were obliged to be 
private; and proved a delightful ſcene of relaxation, 
to the toils of the Cabinet. On thoſe evenings, de- 
voted to ſuch enjoyment, he uſed to repair to the 


houſe on foot, plainly dreſſed, and without retinue» 


This precaution, nearly ſubjected him to an unplea- 


ſant adventure. On his way, one evening, to the 
garden door, where a ſignal being given, cauſed the 


admittance, he was thwarted by three of his ſer- 
vants, drunk, and preſuwing on the livery they 
wore, were riotouſly inclined. The humor took 
them to impede a perſon, whom they divined was 
on ſome myſterious errand. The Duke knowing 


them, awaited ſometime in a hope they would diſ- 
perſe ; but become impatient, he prepared to pun- 


iſh their inſolence, and laying his cane, on the firſt 


of them, they exclaim loudly for protection, againſt 
the inſult done the houſhold of the Ambaſſador of 
France, The watch arrive, and the Duke already 


ſurrounded 


£ 
. - — — a 


— 


— 2 - 
IX» 
” 


1 


ſurrounded, has ſcarcely time to make himſelf known 


to his men and to decamp. Fortunately, no diſ- 
covery enſucd. 


Tuts agreeable intercourſe, was ſome relief, 
to the many mortifications, he had experienced in 
the courſe of his embaſſy. His magnanimity how- 
ever in ſupporting them, juſtly was rewarded, by 
its happy termination; and Hiſtorians of this ZEra 
do the Duke juſtice, in aſcribing the ſole merit of 
its ſucceſs, to the ſkill, he diſplayed in negociation, 
and that early preciſion of judgement, he evinc- 
ed himſelf, fo fully, by an undeviating ſyſtem of 
conduct, the complete ri:aſter of, in theory, as well 
as practice. 


Dirt 1Gcxvr in the proſecution of every means, 
that he conceived tended to the advancement of 
his fortune, he took great trouble, in cauſing the 
choice for the vacant Cardinal's hat, to be confer- 
red on the Biſhop de Frejus. This prelate, was 
moving ſlowly on, to the pinnacle of greatneſs, he 
had fixed for himſelf. Bearing no public charac- 
ter, his influence was yet ſo great as to have oc- 
caſioned the King's ſignature, to the exile of Mon- 
ſieur le Due; and in this firſt inſtance of authority, 
the Monarch manifeſſed that diſſimulation, fo diſ- 


creditable 
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creditable to Sovereigns. He imitated the prece- 
dent of his Predeceſſor Lewis XIV. in the diſgrace 
of Fouquet; and on the day of the Duke's diſmiſ- 
fion to Chantilly, affected more than uſual kindneſs. 


So early a ſymptom of deception did not raiſe the 


preceptor in the people's eſteem. No reflection, for 
the act exiſted ; on the contrary, all France re- 


joiced in the tidings of the end of an adminiſtration, 
corrupt, and ſubjected to the caprice of a woman, 
in the public ſale of every office; and in the change 
of which their diſappointment had been proportion- 
ed to the hope, its com mencement, after ſo diſa- 


ſtrous a period, had excited. The diſſatisfaction 
aroſe from the mode adopted. It was ungracious, 


unworthy, and conveyed an unfavorable omen, of 
future expectation. 


To this duplicity, the Monarch was made to 
act another farce, and weak indeed, was the 


Cardinal's judgement in ſuppoſing, that men of 
ſenſe did not foreſee its tendency. 


Lewis XV. proclaimed his intention of ſup- 


prefling the office of Prime Miniſter, and in the 
ſemblance this was meant to carry, he addreſſed a 


letter to the Cardinal de Noailles, entreating, that. 
as he doubted his ability, in the due adminiſtration 


of 
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of the kingdom, he begged, reconrſe might be 


bad, in prayers to tl. e deity, to inſpire him with fuf- 


cient cnergy to fo falutary an end. 


INveDtatE incenſe was offered in all the 
Churches for this divine inſpiration; and the people 
eager to believe every report in favor of their 
Prince, caught, wich their uſual credulity, the idea, 
and were enraptured to think, che bleſſed moment 
was arrived, when, from a fovereign all enlighten- 
ed, was the happineſs that concerned them, ſolely 
to emanate, 


WutrsT this Comedy was playing, the mo- 
deſt, and unaſſuming prelate, was diſplacing thoſe 
he conſidered inimical to his views, to ſubſtitute 
his own dependents ; and all this in the name of 
the Monarch, who brougat up in profound igno- 
rance of the ſcience of government, and averſe 
to ſerious occupation, could not reſolve on a mea- 
ſure without previous advice. Become Cardi- 
nal, he threw off the maſk, and with out the 
title of prime Miniſter, exerciſed in full its cruſt, 
He was then 73 years of age, when he attained to 
this weight of grandeur, and preſerved many years 
after, in the ſame ruling ſituation, his faculties 


unimpaired, The Cardinal de Fleury poſſeſſed 


not 
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not thoſe brilliant talents which generally have been 
found to attach to thoſe, whom the world have ſtam- 


ped great Miniſters of ſtate. His genius and conduct 
were happily ſuited to the nature of the time his 


ſway obtained, and France acknowledged its power 
with gratitude. 


Taz kingdom ſoon wore a more pleaſirg 
aſpect. Exhauſted from Law's ſyſtem, and no 
relief intervened in the preceding government, the 
Cardinal wiſcly judged, that an uninterrupted tran- 
quillity, with its innate reſources, would lead to 
inſure fature proſperity; and on their joint effect 
ſolely, he depended. 


Qu1eT, and averſe to war, he facrific:d e 7 en 
in the opinion of many, the honor and glory of the 
nation, in their warlike reputation, by ſecuring at an; 
rate the bleſſings of peace. He was an economii: 
of the public money, and, having no extenſive 
plans in view, operating as a conſtant drain on the 
evenne, he managed its treaſure, with the {Kill and 
order of a careful ſtevard. An Enemy to enterprize, 
and by this prudent rule, incurring theretrom no 
expence, he was equally guarded in his ſeiection 


of upright men for the financial department; and 
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commerce under him proſpered, and agricult ure, 


was reſtored. 


Ix ſhort, his miniſtry, though not reſplendent, 
proved him to be actuated by an inflexible probity ; 
and the fatisfaftion, his meaſures diffuſed to the 
people in general, afford the greateſt reflection on 
Eis ſucceilors, in not following fo bright an ex- 


apple. 


Tux Duke of Richelieu, wich joy anticipated the 
moment of his negoctation being ended, to take 
himſcif back into France. A diſpoſition 10 nomi- 
nate him Ambaſſador to Spain, had prevailed in the 
Council, and was ſuſpended only, from awaiting 
his deciſion. Without appearing to refuſe, he ex- 
prefled a willi to ſee Paris firſt, as his affairs there 
cemanded forne pertonal attention ; at the ſame 
tine, communicating to the Marquis de Silly, and 
others of his friends, Lis reluctance to engage agua 
in lo active a ſcene, and that his ſole wiſh centered, 
in obtaining a good government, where lie might 
indulge his calc, or an important ſinecure place at 
Court, Whilſt this was agitating, an apprehenſion 
aroſe, that he fill would be detained longer at 


Vienna, and poſubly directed to officiate, as the firſt 


plenipotentiary 
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penipotentiary, deputed from France, to the ge- 
ner1] Congreſs. Fortunately, his uncaſineſs was 


removed by the Cardinal veſting himſelf with this 


office; although conſidering it appertained to the 


Duke's merit, the Miniſter, in conveying handſome- 


Iy this teſtimony,” by the enſuing letter, candidly 
explained his motives for the acceptance; and truſt- 


ed in Richelieu's liberality to coincid? in their pro- 
priety. 


& 261) Func, 1725. 

J reply, with pleaſure, Sir, to the letter you 
honored me with, of the 14th inſtant, that came en- 
cloſed under the ſignature of Mons. de Bournon- 
ville, in the name of His Catholic Majefty ; and 
conſequently announced the happy concluſion of 
tne important negociation, you had been entruſted 
with. I can truly feel the impatience you manifeſt 
to quit a place where your preſence can no longer 

be of eſſential uſe to the State, and which has pro- 
ved equally as adverſe to your domeſtic affairs, as 
prejudicial tc your health. It is therefore with great 
ſarsfactio:., I convey the permiſſion of a Monarch, 
who, ſcaſiie of the value of your ſervices, could 
not decline the requeſt of fo able and faichful a ſer- 


vant, Flis Majeſty, Sir, will i nmediately decide, 


D. d. Za Web 
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on a proper perſon, as his repreſentative, to main- 
tain and cement the preliminaries you have ſigned ; 
and is likewiſe intent, on conferring a ſignal mark 
of his for on you, the moment that your leave to 
withdraw is prockimed. I think, -Sir, without 
committing my word, that I can give you poſitive 
aſſurances, it is his gracious intention, to honor you 
with che blue ribband, in the month of January 
next, But on this ſubject, I mult beg of you, un- 
til His Majeſiy has explained himie.t more fully, to 
oonfider this communication as ſecret; and in like 
nuanner, have I diſcloſed it to your agent, the Abbe 
de St. Remy. — It would have been but natural, Sir, 
to have rominated you as fuſt pleninotentiary at the 
Congreſs to be held: you were certainly we perſon 
on whom every eye mull. have been fixed —Never- 
theleis, I beg to ſubmit the three following conſider- 
ations, truſting to your Uberality, in u eighing them 
ſeriouſly - Firſt: I have the honor to conſide to you 
that this nomination will devolve en me; His Majeſty 
thinking that my preſcnce there may accelerate the 

end propoſed; and I could not allow myſelf to ſup- 
pole, that being nominated as fecond,worild he Nate 


tering to you, or might meet the approbation of your 


conmemporarics here, of equal rank and dignity.” 


«SY ECO:SDLY 
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te SreoxpitLy—In all likelihood, Sir, the con- 
greſs will be tedious and fatiguing in it's minutiæ, 
where ſo many of different nations are aſſembled to 


reconcile jarring intereſts, and of theſe, moſt of the 


members, guided poſſibly by the genius of their 


nation, low and uncommonly deliberate in their 
proceedings. I conceived therefrom, and I truſt 


rizhtly, that fo dull and laborious a life would not 
be conciliatory to your feelings, nor in the leaſt be 


adapted to your taſte. I ſhall be the leſs ſenſible of 
this tedium, as I ſhall only aſſiſt from time to time, 


when my appearance on any exigency is deemed 
abſolutely requiſite.” 


«© Tx13zDLY—You are no doubt apprized, that 
the Engliſn do not conſider you as favorably incli- 
ned, hut on the contiary, very hoſtile to any point 
that regards them. You would be viewed by them 
with jealouſy, and every propoſition , involving 
their intereſt, would, ſuggeſted by you, produce a 
delay, and an averſion to conciliate, whicli it may 


de in the power of others ſooner to obviate.“ 


& You will be kind enovgy, fir, to give an ear- 
ly attention to the chree motives detailed, and to ho- 
nor me with your determination. I only beg I may 


receive it, as ſoon as poſſible, for no delay ought to 


occur 


| 206 1 


occur in the nomination pending. If you accept not 
the intended offer, the King may yet name you, 
when you will have it in your power to entreat his 
excuſing you on thoſe good grounds you can al- 
ledge ; and as his Majeſty al-ne will be privy to theſe 
reaſons, and will certainly admit them, the declining 
ſuch a dignity, will in the opinion of the public beas 
honorable to you, as the appointment itſelf.” 


«] nave promiſed the Abbe de St. Remy, that I 
will not be forgetful, in enabling you to leave Vien- 
na, with every honor to yourſelf ; and have deſired 
him to intimate any means, whereby ſuch an intenti- 


on may be accelerated.“ 


ex reſpect to a fucceſior, the Emperor having 
been three years without any appointment at this 
Court, I apprehend, the preſence of an ambaſſador 
will not be deemed neceſſary, and that you will in 
conſcquence be relieved by a miniſter Plenipotentia- 
ry. Such a choice is not eaſily determined on, and 
however, his Majeſty wiſhes it inceffantly to take 
place, {114i it may be attended with ſome protracti- 


on.“ 


cc By the effect 01 your 1129: CLALIONS, you nave 


full, eftabliſhed the ability of your diſcernment, in 


early 
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early preiudging the diſpoſitions of tlie com of 


Vienna, and pronouncing ſo juftiv on the evans. 


> ane; #9 
al tetidencʒ 


& THE Marquis de Grinald!, fc days ago, 
was clic bearer of the letter you honored me with, of 
the 14th April, I beg of you, fir, to atture the 
Cardinal, his uncle, that 1 ſhall, in the perſon of che 
nephew, teſtify every mark of regard and eſteera, 
that I entertain, for ſo diſtinguithed a character in 
the church. Permit me alſo to requeſt, you will 
ſignify to Prince Eugene,* my ſenſe of obligation; 
and that independently of the pleaſing remembrance 
of his kindneſs and polite attention at Frequs, I ha- 
nor in him an innate probity, that riſes ſuperior in 
my eſteem, to a conſideration of his ſplendid and 
eminent qualifications.” 


© Noone Sir, can be more ſincerely attached, 
or hold you in greater reſpect than, Sir, &c. 


LE CARDINAL DE FLEURY.” 


Tur Duke of Richelieu was mach flat- 


tered to learn the dignity that awaited Ekim, 


particularly 


—— 


*ẽ—ẽ—.ů 


* Tu Prince had greatly contributed in procuring for him the Em 


pero:'s nomination, for Lis Catdinal's hat. 
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particularly, as the favor was enhanced, by his 
being under the age preſcribed by the ſtatutes, 
for an adniton into this order. He declined 
every idea of being included in the commiſſion 
to congreſs, centered ail his wiſhes in the pleaſure 
of ſecing Paris again, but, as a politician, heſitated 
till his arrival ia that capital, whether he ſhould 
accede to the offer of being nominated ambaſſidor 
to Spain. The favor of the young Monarch deter- 
mined him. He ſaw in him a conviction of what he 
had been apprized, and premiſing he ſhould have 
a ſhare of aſcendency in the mind of a weak Prince, 
drew the natural concluſion, that every view, he 


could aſpire to, would be realized. The ſequel 
proves it was not mere illuſion; he obtained the 


ſecret of ingratiating himſelf with the Monarch, and 
had the addreſs, to perinanize the footing, he had 


acquired. 


Turk king's nomination for the blue ri>band 
reached him in the end of January, 1728; and as 
the honor cf wearing it was permitted, before the 
lacballation, the cuſtomary notice was given a2 
Lien to Cardinal Kollonics, on the 24th ot 
February. The perſons of dignity who attended 


the ceremony of his iaveſtiture, were Prince 


E: gene 


{ 209 J 


Eugene, th: Count de Zinzendorſf, the Emp- 
ror's Chancellor; and Father To::rneman, a Jetnit, 
his confeſſor.— Nichelien then was on:y hirty-tuo 
years of age, ancl thirty five years, ci cry one Knows 
is the period fixed tor a knight's aumution into 
the orcler of che EIoly Ghoſt, He was publicly re- 
cdl ved at Verfailles, on the ſirſt of January, 1729 — 
Ihe moment, forthe Duke's departure from Vienna, 
aprroaciitu, and he lef jt with the regret of thoſe, 
wile acquiotance he had been honored with» 
The Princels of Lichtenſtein, and Counteſs of Ha- 
dani, were among thole whoſe forrow was iacerez 
but the tUrince Enxzene, who had not much r-!ifhed 
His attention to the ſecond of thoſe ladies, and lat- 
terly cxpretial a coolaets, felt himfelf lebarralled 
from cke unpleaſant fouling, the tivht of a perſon, 
enjoying a preference with the ſex, always creates; 
and not till ſume time had clapied, did he renew his 


frie2dthip for the Duke with cordiality, 
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LETTER FROM VOLTAIRE, TO THE MART. 
SCHAL DE RICHELIEU. 


| (Private.) 
Yor have my hero, ſeen and performed acti- 
ons as wonderful as brilliant. Prepare yourſelf 


far another as extraordigary , and what regards 


your conſequence and perſonal merit, ought not 
to excite your ſurprize. I confide it to your kind- 


nels for me, your diſcretion, your intereſts, and 
yay glory: 


Nis Majeſty of Pruſſia, has of late renewed his 
familiar and confidential intercourſe with me. He 
| his avowed an intention of committing ſuicide, 
il matters for him do not take a favorable turn. 
His Siſter, the Margravina of Bareith, manifcits 
the ſame reſolation, ſhoald her beloved Brother 
end his glorious career fo fatally. Every appear- 
ance denotes, that at the moment of my writing, 
the army commanded by the Prince of Soubize, 
is in ſerious conteſt with the Pruſſians. Whatever 
may reſult from this expected action, every proba· 
bility unites that it will be reſerved to you to ter- 


minate the fate of Saxony, and of Brandenburg 
in the ſame manner as you have already put an 


end, to that of Hanover and of Heſſe, You are 


in 


1 


in the nobleſt career that can fall to the ſhare of 
man, and the glory will be conferted on you, 
of effecting a peace with that dignity which has 
attended your warlike exploits. 


Ir does not belong to me to embroil myſclt 
in politics, and I renounce the idea as I would 
that of aſpiriag to the Car of the Aſſyrians. 
But TI muſt ivtimzte to you that in my laſt letter to 


Madame the Margravine of Bareith, I could nog! : 


refrain from ſuggeſting my ardent wiſh, thaßygu 
ſhould, with your duty of General, unireAfhar of 
legiſlator and arbitrator: 1 have been ſtrongly 
impreſſed with the idea tnat if it was intended to 
cenfide entirely to the goodneſs and magnanimity of 
the King, your interpoſition would be preferable to 
any other, in one word I have hazarded chis opinion, 
without giving it as conjecture or advice, but ſim- 
ply as a wiſh that can neither commic either thoſe 
written to, or thoſe, whom neceſſity dictates being 
ſpoken of on the occaſion. And I communicate 


this to you without any other motive than that of 


teſtifying my earneſt zeal, for your perſonal dignity 


dame de Bareith had already attempted a negocia- 
tion, of which the refulc was not ſucceſsful, But 


E. e. 2. wha! 


and honor. You cannot be uninformed that Ma- 


AS \ 
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what could not be effected at one time may in ana- 
ther, and every important point Las its moment 
of maturity. 


T add hercon no comments. I feel it only 
requiſite to impart to you, that, in the event of his 
Maieſty of Pruftia being prevailed upon to ſubmit 
implicitly every proſpect he may entertain, to your 
diſcretion, Madame the Margravina, his fifter, 1s 


che only channc! through which this perſuaſion can 
be citecied. 


I truſt my letter will not fall either into the 
hands of the Pruſſians, or the Auſtrian huſſirs. 1 
neither ſign, nor date, you well know my hermis 
tage. I only beg of you to reply to me in four 
words that you have received my letter, 


I Have had the honor to convey to your pro- 
tection a letter addreſſed to the Dutcheſs of Saxe 
Gotha. More than one army deſolates her miſera- 
ble kingdom, and however gallant you are, you ne- 
vertheleſs contribute ro this miſery. Favorite of 
Venus, Minerva, and Mars, it is wonderful you 
ſhould not completely fein the happineſs of the 


Fw 


ALLow 
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Ar low me to add, that, amongſt your Aid de 
Camps, you have a neighbour of mize, a Count 
D'lvoane, whom report ſneaks of as very amiable 
and very zealous of acquitting himſelf in his duty 
towards his General. You have been fortunate in 
your ſelection of Aid de Camps and phy ſicians. 
They are enviouſly lituated, why cannot I, like them, 


enjoy the happineſs of being the attendant on the 
perſon of my hero ? 


LETTER FROM HIS MAJESTY, THE KING 


OF PRUS>IA, TO LHE MARESCHAL DE 
RLUHELILU. 


Datel Rote, 6ch September, 1757. 
I aw ſenſible Sir, that you have not been honored 
wich the truſt repoſed in you for the purpoſe of Ne- 
gociation. Some greater effect is expected, from 
that valor and ability, which has diſplayed itſelf for 


years. Yet thinking, that the talents of that great 


Miniſter the Cardinal de Richelieu, in making trea- 
ties favorable to his nation, may have deſceuded to 
his Nephew, I hefitate not to propoſe peace through 
the mediation, of a perſon, entitled to the eſteem, 
of thoſe even unacquainted with him. I cannot 


15 informed of the nature of your inſtructions, but 
1 


P 
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I conclude that your fovereig, relying on the pro- 
grels of your motions, has veſted you with powers, 


and con ded the terms, it may pleaſe him, to re- 


ſtore peace to Germany.— n this perluaſion 1 
addreſs Monſieur Delchetet to you, whom you 
may treat with, on a hat may be the intentions of 
your Court, in the freceſt and molt unreſerved man- 


ner. 


However the events of this year ought not 


to create a hope, that your Cour retained any fa- 


vorable impreſſion for my intereſts, yet I cannot be 
perluaded that a friendly focing, which had laſted 
for ſixteen years, can altogether have heen ſo ſoon 
eſſaced. Some latent ſpark muſt have remained, 
if 1 judge of the nature 0f other men's 
minds by my own, Be it Sir, any how, ] ſpeak 
frankly, and declare it is my wiſh, the king your 
maſter, ſhould be tlie arbiter of my fate, in preter- 
ence to any other Sovereign. If you are not ther: - 
fore veſted with inſtructions relative to the propoſi- 
tions that will be made towards the deſigned pur- 
pole of a pacification, I beg of you Sir, without 
delay to requeſt ſuch, and to communicate to me 
their purport. The hero to whoſe fame ſtatues 
have been conſecrated at Genoa, who has immo:- 


talized 
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talized himſelf by the conqueſt of Minorca, in de- 
ipite of the greateſt cbſ{tacles, and who at this mo- 
ment is on the point of ſubjugating Lower Saxony, 
cannot add more to ſuch renown, than by his glo- 
rious enleavors of effecting a general peace for Eu- 
rope. This Sir, beyond a doubt, will at this junc- 
ture be conſidered far the moſt impoctant of your 
lavrels. Adopt, Sir, this intention; purſue it 
with that activity and ſpirit the characteriſtic of your 
meaſures, and aſſure yourſelf, no one will acknow- 
iedge readier the happtneſs it will diffuſe, and the 
Ale of the obligation, than, 

Sir, 

Your faithful friend, 
FRED:RICs 


REPLY FROM THE MARESCHAL DE RICHE- 
LIEU, TO THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 


TITP 
Conſidering the eminent ſuperiority that your 
Majeſty poſſeſſes in every degree, I am fully fatif- 
fied it would be much more to the advantage of 
my Prince, that I ſhould negotaate, inſtead of op- 
poſing in arms the efforts of ſuch an Hero; and 


no 
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no perſuaſion 15 requiſite to corvince me, that my 
Sovereign would feel greater gratification in my a- 
bility to contribute towards a general peace, than 
by a moment aty triumph he could derive from the 
eff-& ard ſplendor ot any victory, which might be 
obtained. But I have to inform your Majeſty, that 
hitherto, I am neither veſted with inſtructions, or 


know the means that could be devized to this ſa- 


lutary end. 


I s Hart inftantly diſpatch a Comer, to render 
an account of the opening that your Najedy has 
been graciouſly pleaſed to afford me; and on his 


return no time will be loſt in communicating to 
your Majeſty, the reſult of what has been acceded 
to by me, in conſequence of the conference held 
with Mr. Delchetet. 


Tow: great obligation to your Majeſty, for the 
favorable opinion entertained of me, profeſſed by 
a Monarch the admiration of Europe, and com- 
manding, if I may uſe the expreſſion, my particu- 
lar eſteem. It is my ardent deſire to merit his fur- 
ther commendation, by earneſtly uſing every en- 
deavor that may tend to the accompliſhment of 
your Majeſty's with, for whoſe happineſs and 


proſperity 
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profpericy I am impreſſed with the deepeſt ſenu- 
ments of veneration. 


P.icneL ! ET. 
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LETTERS OF MONSIEUR DE RICHELIEY, 
DURING HIS EMBASSY TO VIENNA, TO 
THE DUTCHESS OF *. 


Vienna, the 4th of Auguſt, 1725: 

I Have already imparted to you, my dear 
friend, the little attention, ſhewn to me at this Court; 
and it requires that exertion of ſpirit, I poſſeſs, to 
maintain in any degree the reſpect due to the digni- 
ty of an Ambaſſador of France at Vienna. The Mi- 
niſters are cool, reſerved, and myſterious, and hi- 
therto, notwithſt:nding the art I have practiſed, I 
have not been able to penetrate into their intentions. 
The Emperor carries himſelf with an air of impor- 
tance that gives to all his Court a tone of authority, 
whichisdifficul: to endure, A ſcrupulous etiquette 
extended to matters the moſt trifling, i is obſerved by 
him onevery occaſion, and I am threatened with a 
courſe of maſſes and prayers, that would in ſubjecting 
himſelf to, even ſtartie a capuchin. But am re- 
kgned to the whole, and fince I am charged with 


F. f thi 


[ 218 J 


this negociation, 1 have more ſelf love, than not to 
uſe my utmoſt endeavors to bring it to an iſſue. 


Tur Duke of Riperda is a puppy, who I like 
the leſs the more I ſee of him. The part that I 
am inſtructed to act is not that which ſuits me. No- 
thing is to be gained by temporizing, that is my 
advice, 


Ix regard to Riperda, no dread can be enter- 
tained of his talent in negociation. The miniſtry 
may apprehend a rupture with Spain, but I makc 
myſelf reſponſible that nothing he attempts will ob- 
ſtruct our views; and in the event of its taking 
place, it certainly will not have been cauſed by any 
ſchemes of his formation. 


They believe us here to be deſtitute of men 
and money, and they entertain no great conſidera- 
tion for our government, They do not like Mon- 
fieur the Duke, and I find that he will be the vic- 
tim, if he does not act with more energy. I have 
communicated my ſentiments to Madame de Prie, 
who treats them lightly. I wiſh, my prediction 
may not be verified, but I fear the reſult. They 
libel him in this City, and ſuch co ntemptuous treat- 
ment will work its intention in France, particularly 


if 
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:£ Monſieur de Frejus, reſolves upon commencing 
the career, I am convinced, he aſpires to. ; 


I am aſſiduous in attention to Madame de 
Badiani, who, as I mentioned before, has a coraplete 
ſway, and rules Prince Eugene as ſhe chooſes ; I 
ſhall not be wanting in endeavor to pleaſe her, ard 
flutrery and perſeverance may carry me to the diſ- 


covery of ſome ſecret. It is the only channel I ſec 


open to ſucceſs; for, iu the Court, ſuch is the myſte- 
ry and ſecrecy pervading it, that nothing from that 
quarter is to be koped; my ſpies are poor wretches, 
and I am deſtitute ot information. The ſtate muſt 
commend in me this facrifice, and my infidelity 
will be aſcribed by you as a devoted act to my 
country, which, in a perſon ſo patriotic as yourſelf, 
muſt claim and will meet with pardon. If the Coun- 
teſs is impenetrable, her political talents muſt be ve- 

ry ſuperior. A woman, whoſe mind is ſuſceptible, 
when once the impreſſion is made, ſoon loſes that 


reſtraint ſo requiſite in matters of ſtate, and diſcloſes 
without reſerve, what the object of her favor wiſhes, 


In this, my ſucceſs, are my hopes founded, of my 


Embaſly proving uſeful. Be affured, nevertheleſs, 
J ſhall ever remain your beſt Friend. | 


F. f. 2. TO 
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TO THE DUTCHESS OF , 


Vienna, 30th Augyft. 
Vous letters are a great comfort to me, my 
deareſt friend, ef, pecially i in a country where I find 


little pleaſ ire, and where I am couateracted in 
whatſoever I am willing to da. M. de Morville 
continues to be opiniated in rejecting every pro- 
ject to bring forward a reconciliation with Spain, 
in concert with the Emperor, wiſhing no other medi- 
ation mould operate than that of the King of England, 
on whoſe endeavors he reſts great hopes. He pre- 
tends the Emperor is certainly averſe to it, that his 
intereſt lies in oppoſing it, and his reaſon for doing ſo 
is, that he has a defign to excite ſuſpicions between 
the Kings of France and Spain; that this informa- 
tion ſhould be my guide, and I muſt at thereon to 
deceive M. de St. Saphorin. 


Tunis mode of action is preſeribed as one eſ- 
ſential part of my inſtructions, and I ſee with pain 
the impolicy of the ground adopted. I am determi- 
ned to write ſo frequently, that I truſt in the end the 

purport of my letters will be attended to. I well 
know the difficulty of eradicating notions and 51 


tems Miniſters haye formed, from which they ſeldorg 
are induced to depart, 
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I 2x very often the Prince of Eugene, on 
whoſe account the jealouſy of the other miniſters ari- 
ſes We have had a warm altercation in opinion on 
our government, which I praiſed very much, becauſe 
I faw he had no conſideration for it. He even ex- 
preſſed himſelf with a ſort of contempt, which, as a 


faithful and loyal ſubject to my ſovereign, it did not 
become me to permit, 1 muſt own that in ſome 


part of hjs obſervation, he was founded, which obvi- 
ated my ſilence, that he might not, by it, be too po- 
ũtively confirmed in his idea, which was evident, o- 
therwiſe he would have been, from the ſentiments 
he diſcloſed. I have told you before that no dread 
of our power exiſts, and I am convinced more than 
ever, that to ſecure a peace, if peace is the object of 
our Court, that the moſt vigorous preparations for 
war, muſt without delay, be ſet in motion. 


Taz Court is as gloomy and auſtere as ever, 
and were it not for the conſtancy of my avocations, 
I ſhould fall a facrifice ro melancholy. But I am 
reſolved to ſucceed, and there is no ſpring that I do 
not exert to bring my negociation to this deſirable 
+ | 
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Havs you ſeen M. de Silly? He writes me 
word that M. de Morville is inclined in my fa- 
vor. But he is fo flow in deciding upon any matter 
referred to his department, that the delay in the 
promiſe be has made me of pecuniary ſupplies, 
have driven me to have recourſe to expedients to 
fupply my wants, that are not altogether prope: 
and correct in an Ambaflador. _ 


I am always in conference with the NMI. 
niſters. Hitherto nothing has reſulted from 


them, but agitation of mind, and unneceflary 
vexation. I truſt that the next Courier, will be 


the bearer of more favorable diſpatches, in the 
mean while, conſider my attachment as inviolab 


TO THE DUTCHESS OF *. 


My fine imaginary ſpeculation with the Cour-- 
teſs of Badiani, has not been attended with that 
ſucceſs I hoped for. It appears, that Prince Eu- 
gene's communications with her, are more trivial 
and perlonal, than relating to matters of any im- 
portance; or that if ſhe has been informed on any 


ſer:ous 
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ſerious points in agitation, ſhe poſſeſſes the firm- 


neſs of mind not to diſclole, what haz been enjoin- 
ed. 


Ovn Court, I am ſorry to remark, are acting 
with unaccountable ticaidity, at a ſeaſon particular - 
iy, and in an event, where a neceſſity exiſts to de 
termine v hat part to adopt without delay. In the 
mean while, I exert myſelf, as much as poſſible, and 
aſſuming a certain tone of ſuperiotity, both in my 
actions and diſcuſſions, I flatter myſelf ſomething 


may reſult therefrom, though I feel truly diſguſted 
:n viewing ſuch unprofitable labor hitherto. 


L'ABBE' de St. Remy, deſires me to commend 
him to your recollection. 


TO THE DUTCHESS OF *., 


Jienna, February 28th, 1728. 

i was honored with the Blue Ribband on the 
24th of this month, a Dignity you ſo much wiſhed 
me to obtain. My reception into his Majeſty's or- 
ders, and the proofs, requiſite to be exhibited on 
the occaſion, were made before the Cardinal of Kol- 


konitz, | 


— — Vo a— 


© ws "DG = — * 
— =_ * 
— I 


— SEanct = 6 t—eR 
2 0 — — - - — 


L 224 ] 
Konitz, in the preſence of Prince Eugene, Count 
Zinzendorff, and Father Tournemain. It is now 
my intention to haſten as much as poſſible my re- 
turn to France, for | muſt own to you, without that 
perſeverance and anxiety to ſucceed, which have 
been the ſpur to my actions, I could never have 
brought the negociation entruſted to me, to the hap- 
py end, it has been attended with; you well know 
how I have been thwarted, and as I can place every 
confidence in the courier, by whom this will be con- 
veyed, I ſhall anſwer without reſerve thoſe parts of 
your letter, to which you require an explanation. 


You will ſee I obey the firſt by returning to 
France; but in regard to purſuing the career, I 
have entered upon, ſuch are the many unpleaſant 
circumſtraces attending that line, as to deter me in 
future from thinking of it. An Ambaſſador, if he 
wiſhes for quiet in his ſituation, muſt always act up 
to the explicit diftates and ideas ſuggeſted by a Mr 
niſter, giving up thoſe that his own good ſenſe and 
local experience point out, as the moſt eligible. 
Judge if ſuch a mode of action correſponds with my 
diſpoſition. I ſet out, determined to allow of no 
opinion, which I might think erroneous, without at 


laſt remonſtrating againſt its palpable effects, and 
from 
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from this reſolution, I found more difficulty in corm- 
bating the inſtructions I received from the Court, 


than in enforcing with the Miniſters on the ſpot the 
aim deſigned. How often have you known me at 
open War in diſcuſſing points of this nature wich the 
Cardinal and Mr. de Morville?— Nothing, but in- 
ſiſting as I did, that their ſtyſtem was wrongly con- 
ceived, and that I pledged myſelf for the {ſucceſs of 
my own, could ever have brought them to the con- 
cluſion, that the one I had laid down for my guidance 
was juſt, yet both theſe Miniſters were well and 
friendlydiſpoſed to me; but as men acting in that 
character, it was neceſſary they ſhould have a plan, 
and where is the Miniſter who yields his concep- 
tion, to that of an individual ſuberdinate to him ? 
When this comes in contraſt, no tie of friendſhip 
zs conſidered, and it is theſe eternal differences of 
ſeatiment, that diſguſt, and actuate me to renounce 
ſtations encumbered with ſuch difficulty. I have 
labored with every zcal; J will even fay with in- 
clination, I may even take upon myſelf to aſſert, 
that my labor has not been inefficient, and ne- 
vertheleſs whilſt ſo employed, what counteracts 
had I to parry? In a kingdom where the greateſt 
ſuſpicion and diſcontent againſt us reigned, I have 


G. g. been 
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been left to my own reſources, to ſupply my pecuniary 
exigencies, under borrowed and feigned names; 
I have found myſelf obliged to depoſit effects, to 
raiſe means for the moment, and have ſeen the 
time very diſtant, before they could be withdrawn. 
Frequent, are the inſtances, in which, aſlurances, 


I was told to rely on, have failed, and in ſhort, I 
can, without aſſuming, declare, that to myſelf alone 


am I indebted for the ſatisfactory termination of 
my negociation. 


Arr. ER having ſo completely effected its pur- 
port, it was natural enough in me to expect, that J 
ſhould be ſelected as firſt Plenipotentiary to the 
Congreſs. But the Cardinal intimates it is his Ma- 
jeſty's intention to nominate him, and concludes 


therefrom, it could not ſuit me to act a ſecondary 
part, inſinuating with addreſs that even in the 
commiſſion of fiſt, he could not but apprehend ſo 
tedious and formal a buſineſs as it was likely to be, 
would not be congenial to my inclination. Between 
ourſelves, I am not ſorry to be diſpenſed from ſuch 
a charge ; but I do think, that a man, for whole cle- 
vation to a Cardinal's hat, I had been ſo zealous and 
ſerviceable might have left it in my option to 
accept; and with regard to the public utility, I 


thould 
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ſhould certainly have been more able to agitate ſuch 
matters that will be treated of in perſon, from ha- 
ving ſo long been converſant in them, and being on 
the ſpot, and well informed in reſpect to the cha- 
raters of the parties. 

Hrs eminence has hinted to me, that I am de? 
ſigned for the embaſſy to Spain, and certainly of all 


ſtacions of this ſplendor and reſpect, it would be the 
moſt flattering to me. However conditions muſt 


be annexed to it to urge my acceptation, and accor- 
ding as I find circumſtances on my return to the 
capital, I ſhall be induced to make my election. 


I Tyrnkx however upon reflection, that the wi- 
ſeſt and moſt ſuitable ſituation for me, would be, 
that of a good ſinecure at court, in an Office of cre- 
dit, that attached me near the Monarch's Perſon. 
From what yourſelf relates, and what I gather from 
others, it is pretty clear, that his habit will lead him 
ever to be in the tuition of others, and I ſhould con- 
ſider myſelf, as unfortunate, if I did not obtain a 
certain footing in a mind of that tendency. I have 
no ambition to be diſtinguiſhed as a branch of the 
miniſtry, becauſe they muſt all derive from that ve- 
nerable tree, the Cardinal, and I conceive his influ- 


ence ſo eſtabliſhed, that it would be eaſy for him to 
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Jop off any of the branches, that gave him umbrage. 
Men of this deſcription are like travellers that ſud- 
denly appear and as ſpeedily diſappear ; without any 
reſponſible charge, and in favor with majeſty I ſhall 
create to myſelf a certain influence, and ſhall not 
dread the downfall, attendant on oſtenſibie ſituations. 
1 ſhall in time advance my pretenſions to a govern- 


ment, and a favorite at Court, many obſtacles, ari- 
ſing from provincial adminiſtration, will not be 
ſuggeſted to me. I look in ſhort to reign abſolute, 
for 1 would reſign the beſt of fituations, were I to 
hold it fubje& to perpetual controul. 


Tn us yo have my ſyſtem detailed, and it is 
the Goal alone that I ſhall be anxious to «train. 
When that courſe is run, I ſhall expect, as the ſummit 
of my wiſhes the Baton of Mareèſchal; you once an- 
nounced to me that you had dreamt of ſeeing me 
decorated with the Blue Ribband. That dream has 
been realized, and may another, agreeable to your 
wiſhes and mine, be the forerunner, and conduct 
me to the hope, I entertain. 

With every regard, &c. &c. &c. 
(figned) RICHELIEU. 
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LETTERS FROM THE DUTCHFSS OF , 
TO THE DUKE OF RICHELIEU. 


Paris, 1716. 

I xtceiveDd with much pleaſure, my dear 
friend, the letter, you have favored me with, and 
I expected to have ſeen you at Mantes, as you had 
promiſed, but it ſeems other avocations have de- 
tained you at Paris. I muſt be void of ſenſibility, 
if I did not experience a certain jealouſy for theſe 
new attachments, but I well know, I muſt content 
myſelf to fee you inconſtaat, that I may not alto- 
gether be deprived of eryoying, at times, the happi- 
neſs of your agreeable ſociety.— Madame de Bran- 
cas has informed me that you were intent on great 


matters; I truſt whatever your purſuics may be, 
they will turn out more ſuccefsfal, than thoſe, 
which at preſent occupy the attention of the Court. 
I foreſee theſe will not come to any good end, as 
I think the Regent daily declines in the popular 
opinion. I admit, he ſhould facrifice to his plea- 
ſures, but in ſuch a ſituation as he is placed, turely, 


the greateſt portion of his time ſhould be dedicated 
to the affairs of the State. In truth, his predilec- 


tion in favor of ſuch a creature as Dubois, is inexcu- 
fable; and indeed, others, of whom his houſehold 
is compoled, are not much better, 


ArRopos, 
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Aproros, a rumor obtains of a certain adven- 
ture between you and the Cardinal, whoſe jealouſy 
of the preference you merit is well known. Take 
my advice; be circumſpect; you muſt be ſenfible 
of the unlimited power, with which he go- 
yerns, and cannot you ſeek other connections, than 
thoſe which he is deſirous of retaining? In ſo young 
a man as you are, there is a great deal of frĩvolouſ- 
neſs, and little credit in ſupplanting a man of his 
ſtamp ; beſides, the detriment, which ſuch a con- 
duct cauſes to your political intereſts, and natural 


wiſhes of prefer ment. 


Is you do not come ſoon and join me, ſend 
your man of confidence to me, with every particu- 
lar regarding yourſelf. I now hope, my friend, 
that ſince you are become an academician, your 
letters will be more correct, both in ſtyle and or- 
thography. The laſt of them was really undecy- 
pherable, and had it not been for thoſe ſentiments» 
which I am convinced you entertain for me, I mult 
have been left in doubt, to gueſs at its contents. 


WERE you of the laſt party given by the Re- 
gent? It is ſaid, that it perfectly accorded with o- 
thers of that Prince's, wherein an impropriety, and 
a perfect forgetfulae:s of that ſelf- reſpect, which 


ought 
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ovght to have governed individuals, eminently 
bore the ſway. I like not the thoughts of your 
being numbered in this circle, however ſenſible I 


am, of the neceſſity there is ot paying aſſiduouſly 
your court to the reigning power. 


Paris, 22d May, 1725. 
ILA received your letter, my dear Duke, 
and can well conceive the diſguſt you feel in being 
in a country where you are a ſtranger, and where 
your ſituation is liable to unpleaſant refleions, yet 
I cannot readily believe, that you are thought of in 
the light of a ſpy. Your rank of a Peer, ought to 
have protected you againſt ſuch ſuſpicion ; and if 
candor alone was to judge, it ought not to be ſur- 
miſed, that you could have been ſelected for an 
office, which belongs alone to the loweſt of the 
people to undertake.—Tranquiliſe your mind, and 
be patient; and be aſſured, that ſooner or later juſ- 

tice will be rendered to your conſpicuous merit. 


I Dix ED yeſterday with the Biſhop of Frejus, 
who is much intereſted in your behalf. He is ei- 


ther 
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ther the moſt upright, or the moſt ambitious of 
men. He appears not to covet the ſtation of Prime 
Miaiſter, yet he enjoys all the preponderance which 
that ſtation gives.—T he King is more and more 
devoted to him, and it is within his graſp to rule in 
place of the maſter, with as full a power. I ſpoke of 
you, and with that ardor, you may judge, which true 
attachment dictates. He concurred with me in ex- 
horting you to await patiently the event of time, and 
prowiſed to alleviate your diſtreſs, by ſpeaking to 
Mons. de Morville, to ſupply your wants.—You 
are reported to be profuſe of your finances: But 
I maintained to the Biſhop, it was ſuitable in an 
Ambaſſador Extraordinary, to appear with pomp 
and ſplendor, and in his conſideration of the grand- 
eur of the Monarch, he agreed with me in the 


propriety of your affuming ſuch dignity. 


H1s Majeſty appears to entertain for the Queen 
a conſtant attachment; it is to be hope, he will be 
the laſt to perceive that her years exceed his: but 
on this poivt, I agree ia opinion with you, deeming 
him like a ſchool Boy, who thinks that ſweetmeats 
can never ſatiate, and yet ends in holding them in 


utter averſion, Between ourſelves what a miſera- 


ble alliance. 


ALL 
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Alt the women, whom ] aſſociate with, are 
IÞud in your praiſc, an the Mareſchale de Villars 
takes the lead of them. Since you have been veſ- 


ted with the title of Ambaſſador, every perſon va- 
lues himſelf more on the attention you paid him; 


as to myſeolf 1 wanted no new dignity to encreaſe my 
attachment, or to convince you, I flatter myſelf how 
ſolcly you are in my eſteem. 


Paris, Sept. 1725. 

Vor paſs your time, my dear Duke, you ſay, 
in a melancholy manner, and here we are in perpe- 
tual fears. Madame de Prie is every day by her 
conduct adding to her enemies; and the voice of 
the public accuſe her, of ſacrificing the intereſts of the 
kingdom t) her inſatiable avarice and defire of a- 
maſſing. One charge is direct, which is the mono- 
poly of grain, in concert with the provoſt of mer- 
chants an l her couſin D'Ombreval. The people were 
muchdiſcontented at the latter's acting in the police, 
from the ſubſerviency manifeſted to his couſin's 
commands, and the multitude that aſſembled lately 


at the Town Hall, were near proceeding to extre- 


2 
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mities againſt him. His removal was C.ip"l:ted and 
acquieſced in; and fromanunfic Lieutenint de Po- 


lice, he will no doubt be tiansformed into a bad 


judge, ſor che department of Tours, to which he is 
appointed. Our Coq ptroller General Dodon, was 


on the point likewiſe of loſing his place, and had 
his reſignation been required, D*Angerviliers was 
the perſon ſpoken of for the vacancy. 


WHATEVER were your thoughts of Madame 
de Prie, rake my word, that ſhe will be the ruin 
ot Monſieur Le Duc; his capacity is not great 
enough to palliate, by ſome noble actions, 
the different errors, which the views of his crea- 


turcs ct-rnal'y lead him to commit; neither does his 


ducernment extend to wctzh the conſequences of 
t :oſe acts. The new impoſt of one fifticch, which 
even has not ſucceeded in the amount hoped to 
be derived from it, operates much to his diſcre- 
dit, and I aſſure you, he is not more ſpared in 
obſervation againſt him here, than at Vienna. 
The Mareſchal de Mercy and the Sieur Iacque- 
min, are thoſe who manœuvre againſt him at the 
latter place. 


Tur Biſhop of Frejus deteſts Madame de 
Prie, and it is clearly aſcertained, his prejudice, 


againſt 


C vas 1 


againſt her, has been inculcated to his dur; for 
a few days ago tne Monarch reccived her very 
ungractouſly. 


Au well informed that a plan is in agitation 
againſt the Biſhop, but unleſs the Duke hiſtens to 
carry it into execution, I doubt, if M. de Frejus 
will not have the upper hand of him. The Duke 
ſeems too confident; he values himſelf upon his 
rank of firſt Princ: of the Blood, and his ſituation 
of Chief Miniſter; theſe conſiderations, he thinks, 
exalt him to that eminence, which, no effect of en- 
mity can reach, and ſwayed by this opinion, he 
acts accordingly. The Biſhop, on the contrary, 
ſecure in the attachment of his Pupil, ſlowly moves 
on like a torioiſe, certain to attaia the end he has 
in view. He cauſes to be remarked the errors 
which his r.val falls into. He allows none to eſ- 
cape his penetration, and affects to diſcuſs them, 
as if he was guided by no ſelf intereſt in their effect. 
His indifference in not appearing to aſpire to any 
t. uit, joined to the humiliation he aſſumes, are to 
me a lure preſage in a Prelate, that he meditates the 
overthrow of the perſon who governs, and to con- 


centre the ſole power of adminiſtration in himſelf; 
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and aſſure yourſelf, that on a ſudden, when it is 
leaſt expected, my prediction will be verified. 


Hx has with that talent and addreſs ſo mani. 
teſt in the Church, drawn to his party all thote, 
whom, the late diminution of penſions have render- 
ed diſcontented, and the ſagacity, with which he 
proceeds, cannot fail to be ſuccelsful. 


Paris. 


| Yov are perſectly right in the truſt, you enter. 

tain, of making your public entry, as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, and I agree with you in the propriety of ſpa- 
ring no expence to render it brilliant. It ſo unfa- 
vorable an opinion is conceived of Gur Govern 
ment, it is not amiſs to aſſume an exterior, that 
dazzles from its magnificence : the people are ſlaves 
to pomp and ſhow, and where the dignity of a mo- 
narchy is repreſented, thoſe, attached to its gran- 
deur, are flattered in the mode adopted by the 
executive Servant of the Crown. I have ſeen your 
Steward, who imparted to me his regret, in not 
poſſeſſing any aſſets, to ſupply your immediate 


wants 


11 


wants; but it is his imem ion to borrow, and com- 
pl with your wiſhes, in leſs thun the {pace of two 
nionchs. | 


Mons. de Morville is delighted with your 
conduct towards the Duke of Riperda, who, from 
the impertinenc vanity of entering into competition 
with you, has equally excited my contempt. I 
was happy however, that he proved not of ſo im- 
petuous a diſpoſition as yourſelf ; and that the gra- 
vity and phelgm of the Spaniard made him over- 
look, what, with others would have become a ſe- 
xious matter of perſonal conſideration. 


I Have received a ſecond letter from you, 
which, from the ardor of its expreſhons, I cannot 
figure to myſelf, was deſigned for me. A hero of 
romance could not addreſs his princeſs in a more 
Quixotical ſtyle ; and I cannot arrogate to myſelf 
their application.—Conceive how ridiculous is your 
ſituation, if you have really been miſtaken in the 
direction. What reproaches await you. Indeed, 
my friend, I feel for the vivacity of your dif; poſition, 
and it the epiſtle was for me, I muſt attribute it to 
ſome happy moment, and regret, that I cannot 

perſonally be the bearer of its anſwer, 


Wuar 
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War you are pleaſe] to intimate of your 
progreſs with the Counteſs of Padiani, carries no 
ſe.10us alarm to my mind. I have ſeen you often 
wavcring in a'tachmer!, but ihe cſteem, I bear 
you, is too (tro! g'y roote'!, not to have accuſtomed 
me to view your paitiality to other ol jets, with a 
fon iving eve. Eu, could J have fl tiered my ſclf 
to retain you foley t my car, the p'eſeat oppor- 
tunity was c advant12eous not to admit of fume 
latitudr, or to blame the effect of yuur propeicd 
alliduty. If you ice, in the Counteſs, the means 
of acceleration” tte object ct your negociation, I ſhall, 
as a ue friend ſolicitous for „our glery, aj prove 
ot your purtut. Azpire and ſucceed in pleaſing 
her: my attachment to you wii be wounded, but, 
in the conſideration of its not being the firſt ſacrifice 
of the kind that I have been obliged to make, and 
the conſoling idea how much will redound to your 
credit from the recult, it behoves me to be ſilent. 


HER Majeſty is pregnant, and this diffuſes a 
general joy; the King is quite delighted in the 
thought of being ſoon bleſſed with an heir, and his 
attentions to her, are unceaſing. Yet in this ſtate, 


ſhe has been deſirednot to meddle with the affairs of 
Government, and no one is ignorant, but this injunc- 


tien 
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tion proceeds from the Biſhop, which evinces his 
aſcendancy on his pupil, and clearly manifeſts to 
what an height his fu ure power will extend. 


Ir M. Le Duc is ſpoken of lightly at Vienna, 
J can aſſure you, he is not more favorably treated at 


Paris, and I agree with you, that he cannot long re- 


faſt the efforts to ſupplant him. The public odium, 
were I in his place, would much leſs, be a ſource 
for apprehenſion, than the conſtant intrigues at 
Court to ſuperſede his influence. His Majeſty dif- 
plays a weak and timid mind, and in my obſervati- 
on, ſeems not to poſſeſs a criterion, which forms the 
baſis of any character. I believe he has the deſire of 
doing well, but as he knows nothing nor is informed 
of any thing paſſing, he floats in conſtant doubt, and 
requires an arm to lead ard ſupport him. He takes 
much to the pleaſures of the chace, aud moſt per. 
{ns think, that this tendency will be the moſt con- 
ſpicuous feature of his diſpoſition. Burn my letter 
from this ſentence, which, my frendihip alone for 


you has induced me to impart. 


I MET at Madame D'Egmont's with Made- 
moiſelle de Charolois, who talked a great deal a- 


bout you, and in a ſtrain that did not pleaſe me. 


She ſeemed to feel a delight in relating a circum- 


ſtance, 
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tance, that your enemies wiſh to eſtabliſh as a 
fact, viz. of your having been fo indiſcreet at vi- 
enna, as to have imparted ſecrets of ſtate to many 
women there.—-I know not what reaſon ſhe has to 
complain of you, but certain it is, that ſhe was not 
in the leaſt ſparing of her cenſure. Tired to death 
to hear her exclaim ſo bitterly againſt my friend, 


J could not command myſelf without telling her 


the report was wholly improbable, that your pub- 
lic conduct had manifeſted great ability and cir- 
cumſpection, and that if it was poſſible to ſuppoſe 
you could have forgotten yourſelf ſo far, ſhe ought 
to be the laſt perſon not to conceal your faults, 
fince her attachment to you had been too viſible, 
to have eſcaped notice, —The circle that was pre- 
ſent immediately adopted my ſentiments, and con- 
curred that her recent profeſſions, combined with 
the preſent tendency of her diſcourſe, evidently 
were founded in contradiction. 


I wriTE to you in volumes, but the time paſſ- 
es agreeably that is ſo employed. Adieu my friend. 


Verſailles, 


. 
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Ver ſailtes, 15th June, 1726. 


Waart I had long predicted my dear friend, 
has been verified. The Biſhop de Frejus triumphs, 
and Monfieur the Duke is exiled ro Chantilly. 
The public generally are delig'ted with tu change, 
but the manner in which tnis revolution has occur- 
red, does not accord aiogerher wich tie ſenſe ot 


men of honor and integrity. 


M. pz FLruxv had long ſince formed and c- 
ſtablihed his plan of procecding. Ide charged 
Monſieur le Duc of being the ſole caule of the 
calamities with which the kingdom was aiicted, 
and intimate to his Majcſty, that he could not re- 


ſolve on a meaſure fo agrecable to his people, as 
the dilmiſſion of fo incapable and fo flagitious a 
Miniſter. The King in the habit of lending a 
fivorable car to his Tutor, an dconſidering him as 
his oracle, willingly ſuffered himfclt to be hd on 
this occaſion, and appeared much pleaſzQq in the 
thonght of preferring to a Prince of his blood, the 
erſon to whom he owed his education. But 
what excites the diſgoſt attending this meaſ tre is 
te unneceſſary diſſimulation, with which it has 
ven ſraught. 
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Tux very day of the exile of M. Le Duc, and 
of thoſe days which preceded it, whilſt it was in a- 
gitation, the Monarch graciouſly evinced towards 
| him, many proofs ot the ſtrongeſt attachment and 
attention, The Miniſter never thought himſelf ſo 
greatly in favor ; he even Kid to him as he was en- 
tering his carriage to go to Rambauillet, « 7 expe? 
the Pleaſure of ſeeing you this Evening, ” and at this 
very moment he was ſenſible that he had juſt figned 
the order for his baniſhment, 


A parT of the Court have been aſtoniſhed. 
ouch duplicity at fo carly an age ! this might an- 


nounce a character, from the effect of which the 
greateſt apprehenſion might reſult, if I, as well 


as others did not believe, that this impulſe was not 
nuural, but founded by the ſuggeſtions and diftates 
of the biſhop. I can ſcarcely diſcloſe what forms 
my private opinion on an act ſo juſtly condemnable. 
It certainly is initiating a Prince, into a practice, 
unworthy the mind of a Sovereign; the new Mi- 
niſter, it is ſaid, poſſeſſes, an intention of avenging 
himſelf, on all thoſe who were attached to the ad- 
miniſtrations of M. e Duc, whoſe ſituations will 
be forfeited; and the public ſeem not much gratified 
by the alteration, foreſeeing no great good that 


will 
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will derive to them, from the reins being enfruſted 
into the hands of a prelate, whoſe characteriſtic is 
timidity, and whoſe devotion to the will of a con- 
feſſor and partiality to other ſervants is well known. 

BE careful of being profuſe of your regard and 
attentions towards him, for affure yourſelf, that he 
will be the primum mobile of every thing. The 
Queen's influence declines daily, and Madame de 
Mortemart has informed me, that it is her huſ- 
band's opinion, the Biſhop denotes in every ſtep he 
takes, the moſt determined reſolution of diverting 
her from the conſideration of all affairs of ſtate. 
In her own houſhold there is as little appearance 
that any thing will be left to her to regulate, what 
then will be her avocations. 


Wꝛ are thus again in the hands of the Clergy 
for every reſource that is to be hoped. I am happy 


to obſerve that an inclination already prevails to 


attend to what you recommend the adoption of. 
The mind of the public is occupied in ſpeculative 


ideas on the effect of a voyage, which the Count de 
Zinzendorff makes to Munich, to carry, it is ſaid, 
ſubſidies for the Elector. You have met with great 
applauſe from the penetration you have diſcovered, 


by ſuggeſting the intention of a camp being formed 


L. i. In 


[ 244 J 


in Sileſia. Indeed, I chink you, ſuch a favorite with 
he public, that I can diſcern only determined ene- 


mĩes who are inſenſible of the juſtice rendered you, 
which you truly merit. 


A report gains gro md that Mademo'felle de 
Charolois is intent on attaching the King to her 
perſon, and in the mean while, is not inſenſible to 
the attentions of the Count de Clermont. 


END Or THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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from bottom, for init read 
—, for Firmacm read 


» for del. read 
from top, for Hocft.cte read 
— — for bas re.id 


for alternations read 
from bottom, for exbauſti5le read 
from top, for Hreſak read 
frum bottom, for ſiuatin read 
from top, for /igitimating read 
— for appanage re ad 


— , 


nit: ects 
Firma. 729 
in. 
Hochft:des 
hb id, 
altrrnative;, 
inexhauſti6iz, 
for 10k, 
ſituation, 
legitimatins, 
appendare, 


add with wah betore he ba. injpired img 
add he before retired, 


from bottom, for [zgil:miration, read legitima!iyn, 


from top, for cicles read circles, 
— , for v. read vito, 
- "2 for nad read bad, 
trom bottom, for pit read punt, 
from top, tor importauinty read imprurtunitys 
from bottom, for graritude red pratitud:, 
from top, for M:rurchs read March 
— for applauſe read appiard, 
from bottom, for d-/fination read diſlinqtian, 
from top, for nei caurſe real intercaurſe, 
from bottom, for were read wh:re, 
from top, for alternatives read alterativeg, 
— 5 for centered read centering, 


-— 1, from bottom, for circumſtinces rcd 


circumſlance:. 


